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Impeach proponents 


hoping for miracle 
By Michael Lim Ubac 


LEADERS OF A CITIZEN-BACKED IMPEACHMENT 
movement are resigned that only a miracle can un- 
seat President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Even House Minority Leader Francis Escudero 
and Rep. Alan Peter Cayetano, who led the bun- 
gled opposition effort to impeach Ms Arroyo last 
year on charges she stole the 2004 election, 
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CLUTCHING her pillows, Mariam Shihabiyah, 39, a divorced mother of 
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five, leaves a bombed area of the southern suburbs where her 


apartment s situated in Beirut, Lebanon. She returned to salvage her 
belongings, minutes before another series of air strikes hit the place. 


Israeli fighter planes 
set Lebanon ablaze 


BEIRUT, LEBANON—FIGHTER 
bombers pummeled Lebanese in- 
frastructure on Monday, setting 
harbors and fuel storage tanks 
ablaze, as Israel showed it would 
make the Lebanese government 
pay dearly for not curbing 
Hezbollah guerrillas 

But Hezbollah guerrillas retali- 
ated by firing rockets that flew 
further into Israel than ever be- 
fore, with Katyusha rockets land- 


DOJ inaction 
on Bolante 
case assailed 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


of violence. 


‘THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL PO- 
lice has asked Manuel “Beaver” 
Lopez, a son-in-law of ousted 
President Joseph Estrada, and la- 
bor attaché Reynaldo Parungao 
to appear in an investigation of 


SEN. RAMON MAGSAYSAY JR. 
yesterday slammed the “ominous 
Silence and inaction” of the De- 
partment of Justice and the Om- 
budsman on the case of Jocelyn 
“Joc-joc” Bolante, the agriculture 
undersecretary who allegedly 
used a P728-million fertilizer 
fund to finance President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo’s election in 2004. 

Bolante has reportedly been 
detained at the US immigration 
facility in Los Angeles since July 7 
over unspecified visa problems. 

Yesterday, Department of For- 
eign Affairs spokesperson Gilber- 
to Asuque said Bolante had re- 
quested that his case be treated as 
a private affair and that he did 
not need government assistance. 

Magsaysay, chair of the Senate 
investigation into the fertilizer 
fund scam, said the DOJ, the Om- 
budsman and the Presidential 
Anti-Graft Commission should 
have pursued Bolante now. He 
said DOJ officials should have al- 
ready made inquiries with their 
counterparts in the United States 
to find out what had happened to 
Bolante and ensure that he did 
not disappear again. 

“They should follow up this 
case and inform the people be- 
cause this is an issue involving 

DOJAIS 


ing in the town of Atlit, 10 km 
south of Haifa. Nobody was hurt 
in the Monday 
Hezbollah rockets had killed 
eight people in Haifa on Sunday. 
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert vowed “far-reaching con- 
sequences” for the Haifa attack, 
Hezbollah’s deadliest strike ever 
on Israel during the past six days 


attack, 


ISRAEL AS 


INQUIRER JOB FAIR. 
Vice President Noli de Castro and Philippine Daily Inquirer chair Marixi Prieto 
formally open the Inquirer Employment Expo 2006 at the Glorietta activity 
center. The three-day eventis expected to draw at least 20,000 job seekers. 
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OFWs in Beirut 
‘flee to churches 


Evacuation 
plans put on 
hold—DFA 


By Nikko Dizon 
and Jerome Aning 


USING WARSHIPS, CRUISE 
ships, military planes and 
chartered aircraft, govern- 
ments across the world yes- 
terday scrambled to evacu- 
ate their nationals trapped 
in Lebanon. 


The Philippines, without such re- 
sources, appealed to the Vatican to al- 
low Filipinos to seek refuge in Catholic 
churches in that embattled mainly 
Muslim country. 

Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo 
said overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) 
in Lebanon, who number about 
34,000, were being relocated to pre- 
designated safe areas in that country. 

"Our countrymen will be moved to 
areas where the embassy can ensure 
their safety, such as Catholic parishes 
and churches," he said. 

Romulo said the goverment had 
asked the Vatican's envoy in the Philip- 
pines, Archbishop Fernando Filoni, to al- 
low the Filipinos in Lebanon to use its 
churches and other facilities in Lebanon. 


but 


"We are not evacuating out of ANISRAELIsoldier rushes to reload a mobile artillery unit after it fired 
155mm shells toward Hezbollah targets in southern Lebanon. 


OFWs AS 


an alleged plot to oust President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

In a separate probe, the N. 
Чопа! Bureau of Investigation 
said that businessman Iñigo Zo- 
bel was scheduled for interview 
at 10 a.m. today at the NBI, con- 
struction magnate Felipe Е Cruz 
tomorrow, and ABC-5 television 


network chair Antonio "Tonyboy" 
Cojuangco on Thursday. 

The invitations to Lopez and 
Parungao were sent by the PNP 
Criminal Investigation and Detec- 
tion Group, police sources dis- 
closed yesterday on condition of 
ananymity, adding that they were 
not the authorized spokespersons. 
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* LEBANON 


Lopez, 38, scion of one of the 
wealthiest 


Pilipino Foundation. It has previ- 
ously acknowledged providing fi- 
nancial aid to families of the so- 
called Magdalo soldiers that 


-LEBANESECONFLICT — ] 
FILIPINOS 
IN LEBANON 


© 34,437 (as of 2004) 
28,318 OFWs 

6,100 undocumented: 
19 permanent residents 


ө 11,765 deployed 
OFWs (2005): 
11,764 services. 
(domestic helpers, 
caretakers, cooks) 
1 administrative, 
managerial position 


© Currently. 

at St. Vincent de Paul 
Church in northern Beirut: 
36 with immigration 
problems 

75 runaways 
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Coup probers summon Erap in-law, ex-attaché 


By Luige A. del Puerto. 
and Armand N. Nocum 


Ferdie Ramos, an Estrada press 
officer, said he had asked Lopez 

for comment on the PNP report. 
Parungao, 58, is a senior offi- 
cial of the Department of Labor 
and Employment, who is report- 
edly close to former Ambassador 
Roy Sefieres, who is also a former 
coupais 
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villagers recall 1993 blast 


By Ephraim Aguilar 


PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


LEGAZPI CITY—THERE IS NOT A SIGN OF 
fear in their faces as they go about their simple 
ways of living. But the villagers of Bonga have 
known the terror of living in the shadow of 
one of the Philippines killer volcanoes. 

Village secretary Carmen Azul still vividly 
remembers what happened to her neighbors 
‘when Mount Mayon erupted in 1993. 

“I heard the people yelling, I thought there 
‘was a street fight, until I saw people covered 
with ash, their skins burned," she told the In- 
QUIRER. 

“They had come from the foot of the vol- 
cano to farm or tend to their livestock. Some 
were still alive when I saw them but they were 
crying in pain because of their burns.” 

The others were beyond care. 

"They were already stiff and dead," Azul 
said. "I was just thankful my husband did not 
go out to farm that day and just stayed home." 

The ghastly memories came back to Azul 
yesterday as the 2,474-meter volcano contin- 
цей to rumble and scientists warned of the 


danger of another possibly major blast. 

Besides the increased seismic activity from 
Mayon, volcanologists also noted that the 
stream of lava from the summit had rolled 800 
meters down from the summit. 

One also could not see any trace of concern 
in the faces of Bonga's children but they also 
knew of the danger of living close to Mayon, 
some 7 km away from their village. 

Their parents had told them what it was 
like. 5 

“It is dangerous ... If it explodes, we will 
leave this place and go to Gogon (a designated 
evacuation center)," 7-year-old Jessa said as 
she played with other kids on a dusty road. 

Me-Ann, another child, said she would run 
as fast and as far as her legs would carry her, 
She said her mother had told her of what hap- 
pened in 1993. 

Benjamin Esquivel, village chief of Bonga, 
recalled the eruption was so sudden that the 
villagers did not have time to prepare. 

Many farmers, including Esquivel’s two 
brothers, were working on the fields when 
they were hit by a mass of fiery ash from the 
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Van driver no-show at rape trial 


prassi 


TIMOTEO SORIANO JR.'S lawyer, Jose Raulito Paras, and Senior 
State Prosecutor Emilie Fe de los Santos tangle in open court before. 


Judge Benjamin Pozon on Monday. 


Ex 
| 
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By Tarra V. Quismundo and Volt Contreras 


! A KEY WITNESS IN THE RAPE 
trial of four US Marines refused 
to take the stand yesterday. 


Timoteo Soriano Jr, the driver and only 
other Filipino inside the van when "Nicole" 
was allegedly raped by an American Marine, 
was a no-show at the Makati Regional Trial 
Court yesterday. 

Не was scheduled to testify as a prosecu: 
tion witness against four US soldiers accused 
of conspiring to rape the complainant inside а 
Starex van on Nov. 1, 2005 at the Subic Bay 
Freeport. 


‘inconsistent position’ 

Soriano's lawyer, Jose Raulito Paras, ap- 
peared on his behalf and told Judge Benjamin. 
Pozon that his client was “invoking his right 
against self-incrimination,” as he currently 
faced two cases filed by Nicole seeking his in- 
clusion as an accused in the rape case. 

"We believe the prosecution is taking an ex- 
tremely inconsistent position in compelling 
Mr. Soriano to testify for the prosecution, 
while the same prosecution wants him to be. 
indicted for the same case,” Paras said in open 
court. 

Soriano became controversial after recant. 
ing his first affidavit narrating what he knew 
about thealleged rape. In his second affidavit, 
the driver denied ever saying that he had wit- 
messed a gang rape, and alleged that he was 
coerced to sign a perjured statement for fear 


of being included in the case 

"Itis oppressive and unreasonable to make 
Mr. Soriano testify for the prosecution when 
the prosecution, figuratively, is pointing a gun 
to his head,” Paras said. 


‘Not accused yet’ 

Senior State Prosecutor Emilie Fe delos 
Santos said Soriano could not invoke the con- 
stitutional right against self-incrimination as 
"he is not an accused yet.” 

Pozon later ruled in favor of Paras’ verbal 
motion to quash the subpoena issued for his 
client to testify, citing the pending cases 
against the driver 

‘As the prosecution had no other witness 
ready, proceedings were adjourned at 1:45 
pm, less than an hour into the hearing 
scheduled until 5 p.m. 

“The court is constrained to grant [Paras'] 
motion considering the serious objection of 
Soriano... [and the] pendency of the [cases] 
Even if we call Soriano as an ordinary witness 
on a conditional basis, he may invoke his right 
against self-incrimination at an opportune 
time [during his testimony]," Pozon ruled in 
open court. 

The judge gave the prosecution until today 
to file a motion for another issuance of a sub- 
poena and set Soriano's testimony for Mon- 
day (шу 24), while Paras was given two days 
to answer upon receipt of the motion. 

Four American servicemen are charged as 
principals in the rape case: Staff Sgt. Chad 
Carpentier, Lance Cpls. Keith Silkwood, Do- 
minic Duplantis and Daniel Smith, the 21- 
yeat-old Marine whom the complainant iden- 
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Witness invokes right vs self-incrimination 


tified in court as the one who forced himself 
on her. 


Witness willing but... 

їп an interview after the proceedings, Paras 
told the моин that Soriano was willing to testify 
and tell the court the truth about the incident. 

"It is not that he does not want to testify. We 
are only protecting his right against self-in- 
crimination which is available to him if the cas- 
es against him are resolved,” the lawyer said. 

With Nicole unable to recall much of what 
happened to her at the van except for Smith ly- 
ing on top of her, kissing her, and touching her 
breasts, Soriano could have given the court more 
details of what happened inside the vehicle. 


‘Go, Smith, Go! 

His first sworn statement to investigators, 
after all, was the source of the infamous quote 
"Go, Smith, Gol"—referring to the cheering 
Soriano allegedly heard from the other ac- 
cused Americans, an account prosecutors 
consider as a proof of conspiracy. 

But private prosecutor Evalyn Ursua 
wouldn't concede that Soriano absence 
dealt a serious blow to the prosecution. 

While agreeing that Soriano could have 
added to Nicole's narrative "it's not as if the. 
entire case would fall without him," Ursua 
told the INumim after the hearing 

Ursua herself also missed yesterday's hea 
ing. Reached on the phone, the lawyer said 
she was unable to attend because she met 
with another upcoming witness for the prose- 
cution, а toxicologist from the Philippine 
General Hospital. — With a report from AFP. 
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Where are our 
daughters? 
Parents run 
to SC for help 


By Armand N. Nocum 


THE PARENTS OF TWO MISSING FEMALE 
students of the University of the Philippines 
have asked the Supreme Court to compel the 
military to release their daughters and a 
farmer believed to have been abducted by 
military men last June 26. 

ge petition, parents Asher and 
Erlinda Cadapan and Concepcion Empeno 
blamed the military for the abduction of their 
daughters, Sherlyn Cadapan and Karen Em- 
peno, 

The petitioners claimed that Gen. Jovito Pal- 
paran, commanding general of the 7th In- 
fantry Division based at Fort Magsaysay, Laur, 
Nueva Ecija, had hinted about their daughters! 
arrests in a media interview on ANC on July 4. 

According to the petitioners, Palparan had 
said in the interview that “the girls were not 
students anymore but they might be students 
10 years before, implying he has knowledge 
about the whereabouts of the victims.” 

‘The parents said they had reason to believe 
that their daughters were being held either at 
the headquarters of the Sóth Infantry Battal- 
ion of the Task Force Bulacan, at Iba, Hagonoy 
orat Fort Magsaysay, Laur, Nueva Ecija 

“We are filing this petition as a last recourse 
so that the high court compels the military to 
surface (sic) our children and whatever hap- 
pens to them, we know there is no one else to 
blame but the military,” the petitioners sai 

Aside from Palparan, others included in the 
petition are: Major. Gen. Romeo Tolentino, 
commanding officer of Northern Luzon Com- 
mand; Lt. Col. Rogelio Boac, commanding of- 
ficer of Task Force Bulacan, a certain Lt. Sam- 
son and Arnel Enriquez, as those who may be 
responsible for restraining the two students. 

The parents claimed that their daughters 
Sherlyn and Karen, who were staying in the 
house of a certain Raquel Halili, at Barangay 
San Miguel Hagonoy, Bulacan, were forcibly 
taken by members of the Philippine Army and 
brought to the headquarters of the 56th In- 
fantry Battalion, Iba, Hagonoy. 

‘The soldiers also took with them a farmer 
identified as Manuel Merino after he tried to 
assist the students. 

Residents who witnessed the incident said 
the girls and Merino were made to board a 
private stainless jeep with Plate No. 597. 
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Kin of abducted businessman put up P5-M reward 


By Marlon Ramos 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


BATANGAS CITY—THE FAMILY 
and friends of a wealthy business- 
man who was abducted here last 
month by armed men who intro- 
duced themselves as agents ofthe. 
National Bureau of Investigation 
yesterday put up а PS-million re- 
‘ward to speed up the resolution 
of the case 

In a news conference, Ruby 
Macatangay said they would give 
the money to anybody who could 
produce her husband Precioso alive. 

“Pwede na nilang kunin ang la- 
hat sa akin. Ibalik lang nila nang 
buhay ang asawa ko (They can take 
everything from me, just give back 


my husband alive), the victims 
wife said in between sobs. 

Joined by her 
Macatangay likewise appealed to 
newly appointed chief of the 
Philippine National Police, Direc- 
tor General Oscar Calderon, to 
help them find her husband. 

Precioso, whose family owns a 
chain of hotels in the city, was 
taken by heavily armed men out- 
side a cockpit coliseum on the 
wee hours of June 18. 

His car was found abandoned 
in a subdivi 
Monte City in Bulacan nine hours 
later. 

Records of his credit card 
showed that the victim made sev- 
eral transactions in a gasoline sta- 


relatives, 


n in San Jose del 


tion and a drug store in Quezon. 
City a few hours after the abduc- 
tion. But police said the signature. 
of the victim was forged by the 
kidnappers. 

During the hastily called press 
briefing, an apologetic Macata- 
ngay expressed regrets after she 
and her family shunned earlier 
media requests for interview. 

She said she was also sorry for 
not cooperating with the police 
authorities regarding the case. 

“Sorry if I spurned media inter- 
views because I was very afraid. I 
am not used to face this kind of 
situation. 1 ask for your under- 
standing,” she said in Filipino. 

She disclosed that her husband 
was a close friend of retired PNP 


grudge agi 
cept his siblings 
“But even if 


chief Gen. Arturo Lomibao. In 
fact, she and the former PNP chief 
talked over the phone shortly af- 
ter her husband was reported to 
have been abducted, she said. 
She, however, declined to give 

the details of their conversation. 
Macatangay said they could 
not think of anyone who had any 
t her husband, ex- 


he had problems 
with his siblings, those were not 
enough reasons (for his abduc- 
tion),” said lawyer Joselito Di- 
mayacyac, the family's counsel 
and close friend of the victim's. 
Dimayacyac said that except 
for being a cockfighting aficiona- 
do, the victim was never involved 


drug trafficking. 


vestigation. 


told reporters. 


Detection Group 


in any other illegal activities. 
He vehemently denied reports 
that his client was involved in 


He said family members were 
dismayed by the slow police in- 


Except for a telephone call to 
the family a day after the abduc- 
tion, the kidnappers never con- 
tacted them, Dimayacyac said. 
“But the call seemed to be not 
from the suspects. It seemed to be 
(a prank call). So far, there has 
been no ransom demanded," һе 


The Criminal Investigation and 

(CIDG) im 
Batangas admitted that it was 
still clueless on the possible mo- 


tive for the abduction. 

SPO1 Danilo Balmes, CIDG in- 
vestigator, said police were hav- 
ing a hard time handling the 
case. 

He said that aside from the 
three witnesses who saw the inci- 
dent, they had no other evidences 
that would help them identify the 
abductors. 

He also lamented the decision 
of the family not to cooperate 
with them, and this had adversely 
affected their investigation. 


For possible information on the 
whereabouts of Precioso Macatan- 
gay, the CIDG Batangas may be 
reached at (043) 3002162 or 
09175053381. 


Mayon rumbling continues; villagers recall 1993 blast 


From page Al 
volcano's summit. 

They died because of serious 
burns, he said. 


79 dead 

The eruption killed a total of 
79 villagers, mostly farmers who 
were planting coconuts, vegeta- 
bles and root crops at the foot of 
the volcano when it exploded. 

"The main livelihood of the peo- 
ple here is farming. The farmers 
cultivate soil at the foot of the May- 
оп because the soil there is very 
fertile. It lessens their cost of pro- 
duction since they no longer need 
зо much artificial fertilizer” said 
Antonio Alcera, head of Barangay 
Mabinit, one of the danger areas at 
the foot of Mayon, 

Based on Office of Civil De- 
fense reports, as of March, there 
were 4,343 farmers living imme- 
diately outside the 6-km-radius 
permanent danger zone (PDZ) 
but continued to farm within the 
zone. 

Said Alcera: “The farmers here 
are worried that because of the 
ongoing eruption, their crops will 
be destroyed. In 1993, the planta- 
tions were devastated by the se- 
ries of ash falls, robbing the farm- 
ers of their source of living.” 


Remembered lessons _ 

Though women in the Village 
are into weaving, farming re- 
mains the main source of income 
for the 400 households in Baran- 
gay Matanag. 

In Bonga, Esquivel said the 
1993 eruption taught villagers 
some important lessons which 
they have not forgotten. 

"On their own initiative, the 
farmers are now careful not to enter 
the high-risk areas, planting in safer 
fields far from where the 1993 
tragedy happened,” Esquivel said. 


Nature's signs 

Villagers cling to their tradi- 
tional beliefs about the signs of 
an imminent eruption. 

“One of the common signs here 
is when the wells in the village 
dry up. It is also usually hot, even 
if its windy,” Azul said. 

Old folks believe a change in 
the behavior of animals in the 
Volcano's forest also portends 
that an eruption is coming, ac- 
cording to Esquivel. 


Birds, snakes and other wild 
animals have been observed to 
leave the volcano's slopes when 
an eruption is near. They are be- 
lieved to be able to feel the vol- 
cano's restiveness, which makes 
them feel uneasy and prompts 
them to travel downslope. 


Preparedness 

The village chieftains of Bonga 
and Matanag said they were 
aware of the Provincial Disaster 
Coordinating Councils evacua- 
tion scheme. 

“I have advised the people to 
prepare the basic things they 
have to bring just in case the alert 
level is raised to four. We already 
know our designated evacuation 
center. We just have to be watch- 
fulall the time," Alcera said. 

Alcera said that if ће situation 
worsened, nobody would want to 
be left in the village even if it 


said. 


meant giving up their livelihood. 
"Who would want the 1993 
tragedy to happen again?" Azul 


The Philippine Institute of Vol- 
canology and Seismology (Phil- 
volcs) said it had recorded 314 
tremors in the last 24 hours up to 
6 am. yesterday significantly 
higher than the 111 tremors mon- 
itored Sunday. (See related story 
in Across the Nation, Page A14.) 

“Residents in areas facing the 
Bonga gully in the southeast por- 
tion of the volcano and within 7 
kilometers of the crater are ad- 
vised to be prepared for evacua- 
tion," Phivolcs said in a bulletin 
issued yesterday. 

It advised residents near the 
Bonga gully to be vigilant against 
hazardous explosions that could 
cause lava flows and small rock 
avalanches. 
Blanche S. Rivera 


With a report from 


Impeach proponents hoping for miracle 


From page Al 
concede the impeachment rules 
need to be amended, 

The two opposition stalwarts 
told reporters that when the 13th 
Congress opens its third regular 
session, they would seek an 
amendment of impeachment 
rules so that they could at least 
present evidence against Ms Ar- 
Toyo even at the committee level. 

They acknowledge the in- 
evitable, however, that just like last 
year, Ms Arroyos dominant allies 
will throw out the new impeach- 
ment complaints that opponents of 
the President had filed last month. 


Ata press conference, the cit- 
izens’ groups leading the fresh 
efforts to unseat Ms Arroyo de- 
clared that only divine inter- 
vention could dislodge her 
from power due to her allies’ 
numerical superiority in the 
House. 


‘We don't have numbers’ 

"Well pursue this even if we 
don't have the numbers, miracles 
may happen,” said former Trans- 
portation Undersecretary Josefi 
na Lichauco. 

Lichauco said the signatories 
to the four complaints so far filed 


Senate. 


truth. 


with the House secretary general 
were “aware that the numbers 
are against us.” 

At least 78 votes are needed in 
the House of Representatives for 
an impeachment case against the 
President to move to trial in the 


Leah Navarro, a convenor of 
the Black and White Move- 
ment, said the impeachment 
process should not be relegated 
toa numbers’ game because the 
Filipinos were only after the 


All day yesterday, private citi- 
zens and anti-Arroyo groups 


complaint 


“Face-saving mode" 

The House majority claimed 
that the opposition was now in 
"facesaving mode" after losing 
the support of 10 proimpeach- 
ment congressmen and failing to 
get the endorsement 
Catholic Bishops Conference of 


the Philippines. 


trooped to Congress to sign a fifth 
to be filed when 
Congress reopens on Monday. 

The latest batch included the 
Citizens’ Battle Against Corrup- 
tion and Migrante. 


Ina joint statement, Represen- 


the House.” 


them. 
House insiders 


of the 


Ferry restores equality of sexes on isle—a bit 


From page Al 
The women, after all, held a grip on 
‘economic power. They were the ones 
who earned the family living, diving in- 
to the sea for abalone and lucrative 
shellfish, which chey sold on the main 
island of Cheju. 

‘The men did not dive, fished little be- 
cause of the rough seas, and could not 
farm because the waves crashing 

_ against the bluffs sprayed seawater on 
the flat, sea cucumber-shaped islet. 

The men stayed home and took care 


y ^ 


of the children, or fell into bouts of 
gambling, drinking and idleness. 

But change came 14 years ago when 
a regular ferry linked Marado to Cheju 
for the first time, bringing with it 
tourists, settlers, Chinese restaurants 
and jobs for the formerly jobless men. 

As the population grew, from 63 to 
more than 100, so, too, did the confi- 
dence of the men of Marado. 

“They really are more confident 
now,” said Kim Choon-geum, 51, who 
serves as the president of the Marado 


Sea Women's Association. 

“Now that my husband is making mon- 
еу, feel I should be deferential to him, a 
litte bic" she said, adding with a smile 
that she still earned more than he did. 

“Men are busy now doing lots of 
things in tourism,” said Kim Ock-min, a 
38-year-old man who manages one of 
Marado's two Chinese restaurants. “Be- 
fore, they had their little boats but real- 
ly didn’t do much.” 

The new balance has brought stabili 
ty to at least one couple. 


, 


"We'd fight like crazy before," said 
Kim Choon-geum. 

Chi Han-bong, her husband, said: “I 
think we've become more intimate." 

*Simply put," he added, as tourists 
stepped into his cart, “when the womeri 
alone were working and seeing us stay 
at home, being idle, they used to get an- 
gry. Before, the men had nothing to do 
but get drunk and gamble. Now that 
both of us are working, they see less of 
that idleness and don't get angry any- 
more.” New York Times News Service 


tatives Mauricio Domogan of 
Baguio City and Salacnib Bateri- 
na of Ilocos Sur said only those 
who stood to gain through media 
mileage and brownie point would 
push for impeachment although 
it had "no chance at all to pass in 


Domogan said 10 lawmakers 
had already bolted the impeach- 
ment bloc but he did not identify 


say 
could be part of the “conscience 
bloc" headed by Surigao del 
Norte Rep. Robert Ace Barbers, 
Edmund Reyes and Robert Ja- 


EDISON Antiquera, 
47, of Barangay 
Bigaa in Legazpi City, 
‘continues his farm 
work, unmindful of 
Mount Mayon's 
possible eruption. 
towan tacas 


THIS MAN is 
likewise indifferent 
about the volcano's 
abnormal behavior 
ashe collects gravel 
atits foot in Bonga 
gully in Legazpi City 
to earn money to 
support his family. 
NISUS V омет 
FOGSOUTHEINLUZON BUREAU 


worski Jr, a group of adminis- 
tration lawmakers that en- 
dorsed the impeachment pro- 
cess in 2005. 

"This confirms our own infor- 
mation, and have further ren- 
dered hopeless the impeachment 
bid. Impeachment has now be. 
come a dead cause," said Domo- 
gan. 

“Their antics to project them- 
selves as heroic or righteous 
won't work because we in the ma- 
jority know that what they are 
pursuing are baseless and recy- 
cled impeachment complaints," 
said Baterina. 


they 


Correction 
IN THE JULY 16 ISSUE, an Across the 


Nation story on Page Al4—"Raps filed 
vs squatting syndicate"—misspelled the 
name of the chief state prosecutor, The 
correct spelling of the chief state prose- 
cutor's name is Jovencito Zufio—not Ju- 
venio Zunio. 

Readers may send their requests for cor- 
rection of factual errors in writing to the 
Day Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI 
Building, Chino Roces Avenue corner Mas- 
cardo Street, Makati City, fax Nos. 897-47- 
93/94; e-mail address: daydesk@inquir- 
er.com. ph. 
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PACQUIAO FEVER 
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DepEd wants boxing 
taught in public schools 


By Alcuin Papa 


THE POPULARITY OF BOXING AS A SPORT 
and the country's high regard for boxer Man- 
ny "Pacman" Pacquiao have spurred the De- 
partment of Education (DepEd) to consider 
including the "sweet science" in physical edu- 
cation classes for all public schools around 
the country. 

DepEd officer-in-charge Fe Hidalgo said the 
technical committee had yet to discuss the inclui- 
sion of boxing in PE since “they are still focused 
on the recent Palarong Pambansa scam." 

She said boxing would most probably be 
adopted in the high school level since "we 
want kids in the elementary [level] to focus 
on their academics." 

Hidalgo herself recognized .that boxing 
could be a way out of poverty for some kids 
but “we would still want the children to learn 
how to read and write. We also want them to 
discover their other capabilities and so they 
could develop self-esteem," she said. 

With more kids training in boxing, there is 
a greater possibility of discovering another 
boxing champion like Pacquiao, Sports is also 
a better alternative to drugs and crime. 


Meanwhile, the committee investigating 
the Palarong Pambansa controversy is taking 
a second look at the documents submitted by 
those involved in the mess. 

During the last Palarong Pambansa, par- 
ents of players in the National Capital Region 
team complained that some of the athletes in. 
the Calabarzon (Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, 
Rizal, Quezon) and Eastern Visayas teams 
were overage. 

The parents had sent Hidalgo a letter of 
complaint about the alleged cheating. 

Later, the mother of one of the Calabarzon 
baseball players reportedly admitted on na- 
tional TV that her son was already 19 years 
old, six years over the age limit in the elemen- 
tary division. 

The committee is set to examine the docu- 
ments submitted by the players, including 
their birch certificates, to determine their real 
age. Members of the team will also interview 
students, parents, and all those involved in the 
alleged cheating as part ofits data gathering. 

Hidalgo said Education undersecretaries 
Franklin Sunga and Antonio Inocentes had been 
tasked to head the investigating committee com- 
posed of other lawyers in the department. 


Gov't to help 3 injured seamen 


LABOR SECRETARY ARTURO BRION YESTER- 
day said the govemment would provide full as- 
sistance to three Filipino seafarers injured in a 
fire that swept a ship unloading liquefied 
petroleum gas in Aqaba, Jordan last week. 

Brion, citing a report of Labor Attache Am- 
man Nur-Al Din Tamano, said the injured sea- 
farers, who were treated at the Al-Hayah Mili- 
tary Hospital, have been pronounced out of 
danger. Brion made the announcement in 
Libya where he is traveling with President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

The injured seamen, all crew of the vessel 
“Benegas,” were identified as Prescino Cavite, 
32, from Leyte; Cyrus Girayal, 31, from 
Davao; and Andres Cabatuan, 37, from Nueva 
Ecija. They sustained burns in their faces 

The accident happened some 100 kms 
away from Jordan's southern port of Aqaba in 
the Red Sea. The seamen were brought to Al- 
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Hayah Military Hospital in Jordan. 

In Manila, Labor undersecretary Danilo 
Cruz corrected earlier media reports saying 
13 Filipino seafarers were injured in the inci- 
dent, four of them seriously. 

‘There were 13 Filipinos reportedly man- 
ning the ship along with some other nation: 
ties, and the good news is that 10 of the 13 Fil- 
ipino escaped unhurt, Cruz said. 

Cruz assured their families that the Philip- 
pine Overseas Labor Office in Jordan would 
act to ensure their well-being. 

‘The ship's local agent, Cruz said, has been 
identified as the Marimar Shipping Agency 
Corp. in Makati City. 

Based on OWWA rules, documented over- 
seas Filipino workers who are OWWA mem- 
bers are covered with accident insurance of 
up to P200,000, disability assistance, and oth- 
er welfare benefits Jerome Aning 
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July 12, 2008: Hezbollah fighters of 
southern Lebanon launch Katyusha. 
Tockets across the border with Israel. 
They seize two Israeli soldiers, hoping 
they can be used for prisoner ex- 
change. 

July 13: Israel jets strike runways of 
Beirut International Airport after a 
night of air raids across southern 
Lebanon. Atleast 35 people are re- 
ported killed in the raids. At night, а 
rocket hits Haifa, Israels third-largest 


Umum 
5 


city. Hezbollah denies responsibility. 
July 14: Israel bombs the Beirut offices 
of Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah. 
Likewise hit are bridges, roads, fuel de- 
pots and the Beirut airport. Lebanese 
fatalities rise to more than 50. 

July 18: Israeli strikes expand, attack- 
ing the northern port city of Tripoli for 
the first time. Eighteen more Lebanese 
are killed while fleeing their village. 
Hezbollah headquarters In southern 
Beirut are also destroyed. In retalia- 


tion, Hezbollah fires rockets on the 
town of Tiberias, its deepest attack into 
Israel so far. 

July 16: At least 23 are killed by Israeli 
air raids in southern Lebanon. Mean- 
while, eight Israelis are killed by 
Hezbollah rockets In Halfa. 

July 17: Israel attacks north and east 
Lebanon, kiling at least 14 people. 
Overnight raids hit a fuel storage tank 
at Beirut airport, the eastern city of 
Baalbek and Tripoli 


АТ A GLANCE 


© Israeli planes kil 17 in Lebanon on 
Monday. The air strikes have killed 162 
in 6 days, all but 13 of them civilians. 

ө Hezbollah fires 20 rockets at israel 
overnight—more than 100 rockets in 
24 hours. Twenty-four Israelis killed in 
the fighting so far, including 12 civil 
ians hit by rockets. 

‘© UN Security Council to start working 
out details of a new multilateral force 
for Lebanon. Israel dismisses the idea. 
© Israeli police catch a Palestinian 
suspected of being en route to carry 


‘out bombing in Jerusalem. 

© Palestinian gunmen ambush Israeli 
troops in occupied West Bank, kill one 
and wound at least two. 

ө GB leaders blame upsurge in vio- 
lence on “extremists” and demand 
Hezbollah release captured Israeli 
Soldiers. They call on Israel to exer- 
cise restraint, but do not call for 
ceasefire, 

ө Israeli air strikes flatten Palestinian 
foreign ministry building in Gaza City 
and offices of Hamas-led security 


d 


BLACK smoke rises after fresh Israeli attacks on the Hezbollah stronghold in the southern suburbs of Beirut. 


OFWs in Beirut flee to churches 


From page Al 


Lebanon at this time, but the contingen- 
cy measures for an evacuation are al- 
ready in place,” Foreign Undersecretary 
Esteban Conejos Jr. said. 

He added: "In crisis like this, we first 
have to move them out of harm's way . 
Once we (have) them in a safe place, 
then we have time to think and prepare 
for evacuation.” 

The decision to evacuate will depend 
on the assessment of the Middle East Pre- 
paredness Team headed by special envoy 
Roy Cimatu, who said he hoped to leave 
soonest for Lebanon. 

“The moment it is already out of con- 
trol ... we can already consider moving 
out,” Cimatu said. 

Philippine authorities have identified 
two possible evacuation routes for the 

inos. One is from Beirut to Syria, 
which could take several hours by land. 
The other is from Beirut to Cyprus, a 
nearly six-hour trip by sea 


Stay with employers 
Conejos said the Israeli and Lebanese 
governments had been informed of the 
ipinos’ evacuation plans, including 
possible routes to allow for their safe 
passage. 

Conejos said that as of now, it was best 
for the OFWs to stay with their employers. 

Most of the 34,000 Filipino workers 
in Lebanon are in Beirut, the capital. 
Of that number, 25,000 work as do- 
mestic workers, while the rest are em- 
ployed in hotels or at UN international 
missions. Others are married to 
Lebanese nationals. 

“Obviously, we can't move them all at 
the same time. We need to have an order- 
ly movement of 30,000 people,” Conejos 
said. 

Eleven Filipinos working with the 
United Nations at the Israeli-Lebanon 
border “are now staying in bunkers,” 
Cimatu said. 


Churches as havens 

As of last night, a total of 111 Filipinos 
were staying at the Church of the Mirac- 
ulous Medal in Achrafieh, 8 km from the 
Philippine Embassy in Beirut. 

‘The St. Joseph Church and another 


Catholic church are also relocation sites 
for the Filipinos. 

Some embassy personnel, particularly 
female staff members and their depen- 
dents, have been temporarily accommo- 
dated either in East Beirut or in Jounieh on 
the Christian side, 21 km north of Beirut. 

Cimatu said the relocation sites would 
be marked with easily identifiable Philip- 
pine flags as a signal to the attacking Is- 
rael military that these were neutral 
grounds. 

Department of Foreign Affairs 
spokesperson Gilberto Asuque said that 
Filipinos in Haifa, Israel, had also been 
asked to leave after Hezbollah militants 
fired rockets into the northern Israeli city. 


"Packed like sardines" 

There are also some 30,000 Filipinos 
їп Israel, most of them in the capital Tel 
Aviv and employed mostly as caregivers, 
nurses, or members of household staff, 
Asuque said. 

A Filipino priest at one church used as 
relocation site in Lebanon told radio 
dzXL in Manila that evacuees there were 
"packed like sardines." 

The priest, who identified himself on- 
ly as Father Jesse, said most of the work- 
ers, apparently domestic helpers, had 
been abandoned when their employers 
left Lebanon. 

Estrelita Hizon, president of the re- 
cruiters’ group Philippine Association of 
Mediterranean Agencies Deploying 
Labours Inc. (Pamadel), portrayed a 
seemingly different situation, saying the 
OFWs in Lebanon were safe but that 
"there are a few who said that they would 
want to leave if the situation worsens.” 


Not that bad? 

“Tm told the situation there is not that 
bad,” said Hizon, a member of the board 
of trustees of the Overseas Workers Wel- 
fare Administration. 

She said 36 OFWs facing immigra- 
tion-related charges and 75 others who 
had run away from their employers were 
being readied for evacuation by Philip- 
pine Embassy officials. 

“If you watch the international news 
channels, you'll be scared. But there, 
they said it's not that scary. It's not an in- 
vasion that's taking place, but a rescue of 


kidnap victims," Hizon said, referring to 
the abduction by Hezbollah guerrillas of 
Israeli soldiers, which sparked the cur- 
rent conflict. 

Hizon said the safety of the OFWs was 
being taken care of by their employers. 


Concentrated in Beirut 

According to Hizon, 99 percent of the 
documented OFWs in Lebanon live in 
Beirut. The Filipinos work in the house- 
holds of Maronite Christians living in the 
more affluent northern districts of the 
city, 

‘The areas targeted by Israeli planes 
were located in the southern suburbs, 
which are populated by Arabs, she said. 

Hizon said as far as she knew, there 
were no Filipino workers in the southern 
part of the country that had been pene- 
trated by Israeli troops. She also has no 
knowledge if there are OFWs in other 
Lebanese cities, such as Tyre, Sidon and 
Tripoli. 

In Malacafiang, Presidential Chief of 
staff Michael Defensor said a meeting 
would be held today among officials in 
the Palace, РЕА and the Owwa before the 
arrival of President Macapagal-Arroyo 
from а state visit to Libya. 

“We don't know the exact plan but def- 
initely there is a program for evacuation 
of families in Lebanon or if ever, a tempo- 
rary settlement area for them to be 
placed as possible sites for their perma- 
nent evacuation,” Defensor said. 


Wasting no time 

Other governments, including those 
of the United States, France and Britain 
wasted no time in evacuating their na- 
tionals as the violence intensified. 

Foreigners have fled in thousands of 
cars to neighboring Syria since Thursday. 

А US Marine helicopter with 21 pas- 
sengers—nonessential embassy staff and 
Americans with compelling medical 
needs—left Lebanon for Cyprus on Sun- 
day. 

The US state department estimates 
about 25,000 US citizens, including peo- 
ple with dual citizenship, live im 
Lebanon, although holiday visits could 
mean many more are there. 

France hired a cruise ship, which 
should arrive on Monday and can carry 


force in northern Gaza Strip. 
© Hezbollah chief says rocketing of 
Haifa was retaliation for Israeli killing 


of civilians and promises more “еш иекпен ТЫ rs ee 


prises.” 

© President Bashar al-Assad orders 
opening of Syria's ports, airports and 
roads to help Lebanon with nonmilitary 
supplies. 

© French Prime Minister Dominique. 
de Villepin travels to Beirut with mes- 
sage of solidarity for Lebanese govern- 


1,000 to 2,000 passengers, to help evacu- 
ate its citizens and other Europeans to 
Cyprus. It also hired another ferry with 
Norway which can take up to 650 people. 


Overland routes 

So far, most foreigners have been 
forced to flee overland to take flights 
from Syria after Israeli forces bombed 
the Beirut airport and its ships began pa- 
trolling Lebanon's Mediterranean coast. 

Sotos Zakhaeos, the director general 
of France's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
said hiring the passenger ships was “a 
French initiative for the transportation of 
all European citizens.” 

Russia sent an airliner to Jordan on 
Monday to begin evacuating its citizens. 
Earlier, the Emergency Situations Mi 
istry said a plane would evacuate 74 citi 
zens of Russia and other ex-Soviet na- 
tions, mostly women and children, from 
Lebanon and the Palestinian territories. 

Italy has moved a warship into waters 
near Beirut to assist with a second wave 
of evacuations after an Italian convoy 
drove 460 people, mostly Italians, to Syr- 
ia atthe weekend. 


British warships 

Britain said a rapid deployment team 
had arrived in Beirut to assist British na- 
tionals and that naval assets were in the 
regions. It was also sending two Royal 
Navy ships for a possible evacuation of 
some of the 3,500 to 4,000 British fami- 
lies and 10,000 dual nationals registered 
in Lebanon. 

Canada was also preparing to evacu- 
ate some of its citizens, after seven Cana- 
dians were killed in Lebanon. 

‘Around 16,000 Canadians have regis- 
tered with their embassy but officials 
said the real figure could be as high as 
40,000. (See related story in The World, 
Page A19.) 

‘Canada—working with Britain and 
France—was securing commercial ves- 
sels and positioning them off the coast of 
Lebanon to prepare for an evacuation. 

Germany said it had helped around 
200 of the roughly 1,100 Germans to 
leave over the weekend and more than 
130 Swiss were evacuated on Saturday 
and Sunday by bus to Damascus. 

Other European and Arab countries 


Israeli fighter planes set Lebanon ablaze 


From page Al 
Israel said its planes and artillery struck 
60 targets inside Lebanon overnight. The 
Israeli military sought to punish Lebanon 
for the barrage of 20 rockets on Haifa. 1s- 
rael's second largest city had not been hit 
before the current round of fighting broke 
out on Wednesday after Hezbollah guerril 
Лаз seized two Israeli soldiers and brought 
them back to Lebanon. 
An escalation of the conflict has sent 
“world crude prices soaring. (See story in 
Business, Page B1). 
Light, sweet crude for August delivery 
on Monday gained 55 cents to $77.58 a 
barrel in Asian electronic trading on the 
New York Mercantile Exchange. The con- 
tract reached an intraday record of 
$78.40 a barrel on Friday before settling 
at an all-time closing high of $77.03. 


Peacekeeping force 
"Oil prices are higher bécause the conflict 
between Israel and Lebanon worsened over 
the weekend, and though that obviously 
doesn't have any direct impact on physical 
oil supply, people are having trouble seeing 
where this all ends,” said ‘Tobin Gorey, a 
‘commodity strategist with the Common- 
wealth Bank of Australia in Sydney. 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair and 
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UN Secretary General Kofi Annan on 
Monday called for the deployment of in- 
ternational forces to stop the bombard- 
ment of Israel and to persuade the Jewish 
State to stop attacks on Hezbollah. (See 
story in The World, Page А19). 

Speaking on the margin of the Group of 
Eight summit in St. Petersburg, Blair said 
the fighting would not stop until the condi- 
tions for a ceasefire were created, “The on- 
ly way is if we have a deployment of inter- 
national forces that can stop bombard- 
ment coming into Israel," he said. 

‘The meeting of the world’s most indus- 
trialized nations, which had struggled to 
reach a consensus on the escalating war- 
fare between Israel and Hezbollah guerril- 
las in Lebanon, have expressed concern on 
the "rising civilian casualties" and urged 
both sides to stop the violence. 

The European Union said it was con- 
sidering the deployment of a peacekeep- 
ing force in Lebanon, while Annan ap- 
pealed to Israel to spare civilian lives and 
infrastructure. 


Overnight attacks 

Israel said it was too soon to talk of 
sending a peacekeeping force. 

Israeli planes and artillery guns killed 
17 people and wounded ar least 53 oth- 
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ers in the overnight attacks, according to 
Lebanese security officials who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Israeli officials accused Syria and Iran 
of providing Lebanese guerrillas with so- 
phisticated weapons, saying the missiles 
that hit Haifa had greater range and 
heavier warheads than those Hezbollah 
had fired before. 

In their raids on Beirut on Monday Is- 
raeli planes killed two people in the har- 
bor and started a large fre that was later 
extinguished. A French ship was due to 
arrive in the port later Monday to evacu- 
ate Europeans. 

The Israeli jets also set fire to a gas 
storage tank in the northern neighbor- 
hood of Dawra, and another fuel storage 
tank at Beirut airport, sending plumes of 
smoke billowing into the sky. The airport 
has been closed since Thursday when Is- 
таей jets blasted its runways. 

Israeli missiles also blasted southern 
Beirut, causing three explosions that 
shook the city. The targets were not im- 
mediately clear, but Hezbollah has a host 
of offices, clinics, schools, social clubs 
and the homes of its leaders in the south- 
ern suburbs. 

Elsewhere in Lebanon, Israeli planes 
again hit the Beirut to Damascus high- 
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way, which has been targeted as part ofa 
strategy of severing Lebanon's links to 
the outside world. Mondays attacks 
struck the highway in the eastern Bekaa 
Valley and killed two people. 


Lebanese soldiers 

In another attack, eight Lebanese sol- 
diers who were killed when Israeli air- 
craft attacked a small fishing port at Ab- 
deh in northern Lebanon near a highway 
leading to Syria. Witnesses and security 
officials said 12 Lebanese soldiers were 
‘wounded in the attack. 

An Israeli Army spokesperson said an 
investigation was being conducted be- 
cause, “in principle, the Israeli military 
does not target Lebanese soldiers.” 

Hezbollah is not known to operate in 
northern Israel, but the Israeli Army said 
it had targeted radar stations there be- 
cause they had been used by Hezbollah 
to hit a warship on Friday. Israel all but 
accused the Lebanese military of lending 
its support to Hezbollah. 


Full strength 

"The attacks ... are against radar sta- 
tions used, among other things, in the at- 
tack on the Israeli missile boat, by 
Hezbollah in cooperation with the 
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sent military or chartered civilian ait- 
craft to Syria to fly people home. 

Belgium said some of the 1,200 Bel- 
gians in Lebanon with dual nationality 
and 540 nonresident Belgians would be 
evacuated on the French ships. 

Greece said an Olympic Airlines fight 
from Damascus had brought Greeks and 
others to Athens and a convoy of 136 
people, including Greeks, Cypriots and 
other Europeans, had left Lebanon for 
Syra where another flight awaited 
them. 

Officials across the Asia-Pacific region 
were working to find an evacuation 
routes for their trapped citizens, 


Other Asians moving 

Australia was in talks with Israel to de- 
termine the safest option out of Lebanon, 
while Thailand, New Zealand and Japan 
were also working to help their citizens 
fiee. 

Indonesia evacuated 45 citizens on 
Sunday, and another 35 were scheduled 
to be evacuated soon. 

Up to 5,000 Australian travelers have 
registered with the Australian Embassy 
in Lebanon, and about 25,000 dual Aus 
tralian-Lebanese citizens are believed to 
be living there, Australian media report- 
ed. 

Australian Foreign Minister Alexander 
Downer said he hoped that "two or three 
busloads” of Australian citizens would 
leave Lebanon for neighboring Syria on 
Monday. 

“if that is successful, and the buses 
aren't held up, then we will be able to re- 
peat the operation,” Downer said. 

“In a war, there are high risks—there 
are risks trying to get out of the country, 
there are risks staying in the country,” he 
said. "There isn't a risk-free environment 
that we can create; we will just do our 
best.” 

Thailand has also started evacuating 
its nationals in Lebanon and Israel. 
‘Twenty-five of the 100 Thais working in 
Lebanon moved by land from Beirut to 
Damascus. 

Plans are also under way to evacuate 
some 25,000 Thai farm workers in Isracl 
in case of a counterattack from Lebanon. 

With reporis Christine О. Avendaño, 
AFP Reuters, AP 


Lebanese military" the Israeli Army 
spokesperson told The Associated Press. 

Hezbollah leader Sheik Hassan Nas- 
rallah on Sunday said that despite 
raels attacks, the guerrillas were “in 
their full strength and power" and that 
their “missile stockpiles are still full.” 

"When the Zionists behave like there 
are no rules and no red lines and no lim- 
its to the confrontation, it is our right to 
behave in the same way,” Nasrallah said 
in a televised address, looking tired. Не 
said Hezbollah had hit Haifa because of 
Israel's strikes on Lebanese civilians. 

The Israeli military warned residents 
of south Lebanon to flee, promising 
heavy retaliation after the Haifa assault. 

In one air strike on southern Lebanon 
early Monday, an Israeli missile missed 
its apparent targer—a Hezbollah 
site—and hit a private house, killing two 
people, according to security officials 
who spoke on condition of anonymity 
because they are not authorized to speak 
tothe media, 

For the Lebanese, the current fighting 
means a return to the dark days of its 
1975-90 civil war, when neighboring 
countries used their Lebanese proxies to 
settle their differences with vio- 
lence—on Lebanon's soil. 
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curity measures for the State of the 
Nation Address of the President. 

"The security detail needed to 
secure the former president when 
he goes out to file his suit could 
be used for other purposes. There 
are at least nine agencies secur- 
ing him whenever he goes out of 
Tanay. The PNP needs its police- 
men for other security concerns," 
Villa-Ignacio said. 

Lawyer Jose Flaminiano, one of 
Estrada's counsels, objected to Vil 
la-Ignacio's proposal, saying it was 
the right of the complainant to sub- 
scribe personally to the affidavit he 
was filing. He added that the for- 
mer president did not want to con- 
vey the impression that he was be- 
ing accorded special treatment. 

The court overruled Flamini- 
ano's objection. 

"We consider the recommenda- 
tion of the prosecution,” Sandigan- 
bayan Presiding Justice and Spe- 
cial Division chair Teresita Leonar- 
do de Castro ruled in open court. 

Former Miss Philippines contes- 
tant Pelaez and her mother had 
earlier accused Estrada of money 
laundering. The Manila Standard 
‘Today published their story. 
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THE SANDIGANBAYAN SPECIAL 
Division yesterday turned down 
former President Joseph Estra- 
da's request for a one-day le: 
from detention to file a P30-mil- 
lion libel suit against Joelle 
Pelaez, her mother, Blanquita, 
and the publisher, editor in chief 
and а reporter of Manila Stan- 
dard Today. 

Instead, the antigraft court 
heeded the recommendation of 
Special Prosecutor Dennis Villa-Ig- 
nacio and ruled that government 
prosecutors would just go to Estra- 
da's detention center in Tanay, 
Rizal to have him swear to the au- 
thenticity of the libel complaint. 

Villa-Ignacio is volunteering to 
send one of his prosecutors to as- 
sist Estrada, argued that an Estrada 
trip to Pasig City forthe filing ofthe 
complaint would entail tremen- 
dous expense for the government. 

He further said that police offi- 
cers who would be assigned to se- 
cure Estrada for the trip could be 
better utilized for other duties, espe- 
cially at a time when the Philippine 
National Police was beefing up se- 
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Back breastfeeding, 
ex-Solgen asks SC 


RAUL GOCO, FORMER SOLICITOR GENERAL. 
of the Philippines and presently jurist of the 
UN International Law Commission, has asked 
the Supreme Court not to issue a temporary re- 
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straining order against the implementation of 
the new rules and regulations for Executive 
Order 51 which promotes breastfeeding. 

“For years, violations of EO 51 were rife be- 
cause no new IRR were issued to give teeth to 
the law. Now in 2006, after 11 draft versions 
and 20 years after EO 51 was signed into law 
(1986), the 12th version of the new IRR was 
finally approved," босо said. 

"This is an issue between the health of Fil- 
ipino babies and profits of predatory commer- 
cial interests," he said. “Exclusive breastfeed- 
ing.in the first 6 months of life is down to 26 
percent in the Philippines, especially in the 
Metro Manila area, where formula milk ad- 
vertising is most felt.” 

“According to WHO statistics, 30 percent 
of the family income is spent on formula 
milk. According to the Unicef, breastfeed- 
ing is the most far-reaching and the cheap- 
est strategy for the alleviation of poverty,” 
Goco said. 


Kapatiran group out 
to ‘evangelize politics’ 


NANDY PACHECO, FOUNDER-PRESIDENT 
of Ang Kapatiran political party appealed to 
the lay faithful in the council of the laity of 
Antipolo (CLAN) last week, to join his group 
and “evangelize polities їп a holistic and inte- 
gral way" 

‘According to Pacheco, what inspired his 
group (Ang Kapatiran was accredited as a na- 
tional political party by the Commission on 
Elections on May 8, 2004) to embark political 
evangelization was a 1997 pastoral statement 
from the Catholic bishops: “Philippine poli- 
tics—the way it is practiced has been most 
hurtful for us as a people. It is possibly the 
biggest bane in our life as a nation and the 
most pernicious obstacle to our achieving full 
development." 


THE DALY 
GosPEL 


‘Tuesday, July 18, 2006 
15h Week in Ordinary Time 

Ist Reading: 5719 
Gospel: Matthew 11:20-24 

Jesus began to denounce the cities in 
which he had performed most of his miracles, 
because the people there did not change their 
ways, “Alas for you Chorazin and Bethsaida! 
If the miracles worked in you had taken place 
in Tyre and Sidon, the people there would 
have repented long ago in sackcloth and ash- 
es. But I assure you, for Tyre and Sidon it will 
be more bearable on the day of judgment 
than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you 
be lifted up to heaven? You will be thrown 
down to the place of the dead! For if the mira- 
cles which were performed in you had taken 
place in Sodom, it would still be there today! 
But 1 tell you, it will be more bearable for 
Sodom on the day of judgment than for you." 
Commentary 

Unless your faith is firm, you shall not be 
firm. In ancient Israel, the destiny of Israel as a 
nation was closely tied to its adherence to the 
covenant. When they ignore justice and God, 
then they are overrun by others. Decade after 
decade, each generation fails and must be 
called back to obedience. Jesus’ way is that of 
reproach too. Where he does the most work, 
‘and healing, and bringing hope, no one re- 
sponds. They want the miracles, not conver- 
sion; not even Jesus’ presence. And there willbe 
Justice and judgment. There will be us as well, 
who have had the Word, the Eucharist, the 
Spirit in community, the power of so many be- 
fore usin faith. Will Jesus reproach us too? 

Claretan Publications Ine., 8 Mayumi St, UP Vil- 
lage, Diliman, Quezon City, UP PO. Bax 4, Diliman, 
1101 Quezon Ciy; Tel.: 921-3984; Fax: 921-7429; 
Email: ci@claret org: Websites: http://www bible. 
darer org (larson Publeation Inc) & eps 
Sionaries claret org (Claretians in the Philippines) 
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Ports exec 
suspended; 
LLDA head 
acquitted 


By Nelson F Flores 


OMBUDSMAN  MERCEDITAS 
Gutierrez suspended for six 
months without pay Cebu Ports 
Authority General Manager Mar- 
iano Martinez after he was found 
guilty of using a government ve- 
hicle in bringing and fetching his 
daughter from school. 

Gutierrez said she ordered the 
suspension of Martinez after inves- 
tigating a complaint before the Of- 
fice of the Ombudsman Visayas al- 
leging among others that ports 
manager used a government vehi- 
cle for his own personal use. 

But the Ombudsman struck 
out in another case yesterday af- 
ter former Laguna Lake Develop- 
ment Authority general manager 
Ariel Almendral was acquitted 
by the Sandiganbayan Fourth Di- 
vision from the malversation 
charge filed against him by the 
Ombudsman in 2004, 

‘The antigraft court held that the 
Ombudsman failed to prove that Al- 
mendral embezzled LLDA funds 
amounting to P153,848,53. 

The Ombudsman's сае 
against Almendral stemmed 
from a special audit of the finan- 
cial records of the LLDA in July 
1993 by the Commission on Au- 
dit, which showed that he in- 
curred a cash shortage. 

After the COA auditors sent a 
demand letter, Almendral asked 
for an extension to gather sup- 
porting documents. He was re- 
fetred to the audit team's unit 
head who just ignored his plea. 

The audit report was subse- 
quently finalized with the find- 
ing that Almendral incurred no 
fund shortage. 

Meanwhile, Gutierrez said she 
was set to file criminal and ad- 
ministrative charges against 30 
other public officials and em- 
ployees for alleged unauthorized 
use of government vehicles. 
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By бй C. Cabacungan Jr. 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- 
toyo yesterday kicked off her 
state visit in Libya with a one- 
hour meeting with Libyan 
leader Moammar  Gadhafi 
where she batted for easy 
terms for the country’s oil im- 
ports. 

They also discussed ways to 
improve the welfare of over- 
seas Filipino workers in the 
predominantly Muslim nation. 

A statement from Mala- 
cafiang said Ms Arroyo stepped 
out of her one-on-one meeting 
in Gadhafi’s tent to the “cheers 
of the guests" at the banquet 
prepared in Gadhafi's heavily 
fortified residence 

Ms Arroyo had said before 
her trip to Libya that she would 
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PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo is escorted by Col. Moammar 
Gadhafi upon her arrival for a state banquet dinner at the Bab 
Aziza, the Libyan leader’s residence in Tripoli, Libya, Monday. 
Ms Arroyo is in Libya for a two-day state visit. 


GMA seeks friendship 
price’ for Libyan oil 


JERRY CARUALPCPO 


seek a “friendship price” from 
the oil-producing country to 
ensure adequate supply to the 
Philippines in the event of mar- 
ket disruptions. 

But Energy Secretary 
Raphael Lotilla said the gov- 
emment would first consult 
with the private sector 
whether they wanted to source 
their oil supplies from Libya 
considering the additional 
transport costs its long dis- 
tance from the Philippines 
would entail. 

The two leaders also discussed 
the Tripoli Agreement, which 
served as the basis for the estab- 
lishment of an autonomous re- 
gion for Muslims in Mindanao. 

Ms Arroyo is expected to ar- 
rive in the Philippines at 6:45 
p.m. today. 
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RP bancas to join Lake Geney 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


PHILIPPINE FISHING BOATS 
will be the highlight of an inter- 
national fluvial protest on Lake 
Geneva in Switzerland next week 
as the World Trade Organization 
opens another round of talks to 
forge agreements on trade in 
agriculture and non-agriculture 
market access (Nama). 

Ten Filipino fishermen from 
the Kilusang Mangingisda are 
set to fly to Geneva on July 22, 
a few days ahead of the July 27 
WTO General Council meet- 
ing, to build four fishing boats 
in a public place in the Swiss 
capital 

Carrying up to four protesters 
each, the Philippine bancas 
would sail alongside yachts from 
supporting organizations and 
boats by Swiss fishermen when 
the international fluvial parade 
kicks off on July 27. 

The fluvial parade, replicating 
the KM's protest in Hong Kong 
during the WTO's sixth ministeri- 
al conference last December, 
would include members of La Via 
Campesina, Southeast Asia Fish- 
erfolk Movement and other orga- 
nizations under the Stop the New 
Round Coalition. 

“This will be a dramatic action 
from the small Filipino fishermen 
who will be worst hit by the any 
Nama agreement,” KM chair Ru- 
perto Aleroza said in a press brief- 
ing yesterday. 

With around 900 coastal mu- 
nicipalities and 1.8 million small 
fishers, the Philippines would 
suffer huge losses when imports 
flood the market under a liberal- 
ized economy. 

‘The Philippines lost P28 billion 
representing 17.2 percent of fore- 
gone tariff revenues last year, ac- 
cording to Tambuyog Develop- 
ment Center, a research and de- 
velopment group. 

Southeast Asia's 12 million 
fisherfolk are also threatened by 
imports from China and Japan 
whose heavily subsidized fishing 
sectors can afford to sell their 
products at a much cheaper 
price. 


VOLCANICFLAME 
Lava flowing out of Mayon Volcano crater looks like a giant torch in the пір! 
Legaspi City Sunday. 


Gov't plans to subsidiz 
fuel in case oil hits $11 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


the government has to step in to pro- 
vide direct relief to public com- 
muters. We just can't let oil price go 
up like that without doing anything," 
Defensor said. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo has 
been prodding oil companies to 
maintain a discount lane in their 
gasoline stations where public utility 
jeepneys could buy diesel at P1 off 
the regular pump price. 

This is one of the mitigating mea- 
sures the President has adopted since 
oil prices started their steep ascent a 
few years ago. The other measures 
are lowering tariffs on oil imports, 
providing cash vouchers for dis 


THE GOVERNMENT IS CONSIDER- 
ing granting subsidies on diesel fuel, 
which is a partial revival of the Oil 
Price Stabilization Fund, to protect 
public commuters from sky-high oil 
prices. 

This was according to Presidential 
Chief of Staff Michael Defensor, who 
said the government might even opt 
to pay for the Pl discount being 
shouldered by oil companies on their 
diesel sales especially if oil prices 
continued to spiral higher. 

“We're looking at a scenario of oil 
prices reaching $100 per barrel and 
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counts on LPG, and encouraging the 
use of bio-fuel to reduce reliance on 
fossil fuels, 

Intensifying Middle East tensions 
had pushed up oil prices to a record 
high of $76 per barrel. Defensor said 
the government had little option, 
aside from direct subsidies, to ease 
the oil crunch 

Defensor said that if the govern- 
ment decided to subsidize oil prices 
anew, it would be temporary and lim- 
ited only to diesel. He said the gov- 
ernment did not plan to revive the 
OPSE, which was abolished 10 years 
ago, with the deregulation of the oil 
industry. 


GMA foes 
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UNLIKE THE STORM AND STRESS 
of past rallies, heckling and protest 
humor will be the order of the day 
‘on July 24 when President Macapa- 
galArroyo delivers her sixth State 
ofthe Nation Address (Sona). 

But the theme of this year’s 
mammoth Sona demonstration 
will be anything but funny. 

For one, a 12-foot effigy will depict 
the 59-year-old president as Adolf 
Hitler—a testament, according to mil- 
itants, to her dictatorial tendencies 

Te will show Ms Arroyo sporting 
а clipped mustache and clad in a 
Nazi uniform. The effigy will even 
come complete with mechanical 
arms that can perform Hitlers in- 
famous salute, according to 
Bagong Alyansang Makabayan. 

Now under construction by the 
artist group Ugat Lahi, the effigy will 
beescorted by demonstrators dressed 
as motorcyde-riding "death squads,” 
according to the militant group. 

Bayan wil lead some 20000 
protestors in a march along Com- 
monwealth Avenue and a demon- 
stration in front of Ever Gotesco Mall 
on July 24, after the Quezon City 
government granted the group's ap- 
plication for a rally permit. 

On July 23, the eve of the Sona, 
demonstrators will begin assem- 
bling at the University of the 
Philippines in Diliman, Quezon 
City, where they will stage a night- 
long vigil, according to Bayan sec- 
retary general Renato Reyes Jr. 

A contingent from Bayan- 
Southern Tagalog will also con- 
verge at the Commission on Hu- 
man Rights for a similar vigil 

"Those from Southern Tagalog 
and Central Luzon regions have 
to be here by June 23, so they 
won't be blocked at checkpoints 
on their way here,” said Carl Ala, 
public information officer of Kilu- 
sang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas. 
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Happy people 


STUDY THAT MEASURES QUALITY OF LIFE 

Ass environmental impact recently showed that 

the tiny South Pacific Ocean archipelago of Vanuatu 

is the happiest country on earth. The same study, made by 

the British think tank New Economics Foundation, 
ranked the Philippines 17th in the Happy Planet Index. 

The index strips the view of the economy back to the ab- 

solute basics: what we put in (re- 

EDITORIAL sources) and what comes out (human 

lives of different length and happi- 

ness). The index combines life satisfaction, life expectancy 

‘and environmental footprint—the amount of land re- 

quired to sustain the population and absorb its energy con- 
‘sumption. 

‘This is not the first time that the Philippines has ranked 
high in “happiness” surveys and studies. Several years ago, 
га Hong Kong ad agency found the Philippines to be the 
happiest place among a group that included Thailand, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong and China. 

‘The World Values Survey published by the University of 
Michigan in November 2004 showed the Philippines to be 
the “happiest” among Asian countries, purportedly be- 
cause 93 percent of Filipinos are happy, followed by Japan 
with 90 percent; Taiwan, 89 percent; China 84 percent; 
Pakistan, 83 percent; and Indonesia, 77 percent. The 
‘World Health Organization has also found that the Philip- 
pines has the lowest suicide rate in Asia, 

In the 2001 round done by the Social Weather Stations 
for World Values Survey, the Philippines ranked 31st, 
slightly above the international average of happiest peo- 
ple. And among Asian nations, the Philippines ranked 7th, 
after Indonesia and Singapore, both 95 percent; Vietnam, 
92 percent; Taiwan, 91 percent; Japan, 89 percent; and 
South Korea, 88 percent. 

‘The self-perception that the Philippines is one of the 
happiest countries on Earth is paradoxical, because it is 
‘one of the poorest and most deprived nations. Thirty per- 
cent of the people live below the poverty threshold; many 
families eat only two meals a day. Millions have no access 
to medical and health services and many people die with- 
out even seeing or enjoying the services of a doctor. 

How can we Filipinos remain optimistic and happy 
‘when our nation is not only suffering from grinding pover- 
ty but also from unceasing political turmoil, unabated 
graft and corruption and environmental destruction? On 
top of this, the Center for Research and Epidemiology of 
Disasters has ranked the Philippines as the world’s most 
"disaster-prone country. Not a year passes that the Philip- 
pines is not struck by floods, typhoons, landslides, earth- 
quakes, volcanic eruptions and even by—only in the 
Philippines—"trash" slides. It is not an exaggeration to say 
that at any time, somewhere in the country there is a place 
that is just waiting for a disaster to happen. 

Alan C. Robles, writing in Time Asia in February 2005, 
said that for Filipinos “happiness isn't material—it's social. 
We're happiest in a group: family, friends, immediate com- 
munity, even strangers.” The group is the Filipinos’ defense 
against life's unfairness. Robles also said that Filipinos are 
‘known for their resilience and self-sufficiency. 

‘InquiRER columnist Michael L. Tan, an anthropologist, 
said that Filipinos survive because they anticipate the 
worst. “Because we expect the worst, we are ‘happy’ with 
whatever happens,” he said. And so “happiness,” in the 
sense of “saya,” becomes in itself a coping mechanism with 
the bad things that happen to us in life. 

Resilience and self-sufficiency: fate may throw anything 
at the Filipino but he will be able to cope with it. No jobs in 
the Philippines? Work as an overseas contract worker. In- 
come insufficient to make both ends meet? Start a small 
business as a “sideline.” Daily earnings not sufficient? Eat 
cheap noodles every day, “Ba(t)hala na.” Leave it to God, 
and God will take care of you. 

Even in dealing with social and political problems, Fil- 
ipinos resort to humor and merriment to cope with worri- 
some situations. Political jokes go the rounds of barber- 
shops, coffeeshops, restaurants and bars—any place 
where Filipinos congregate and socialize. When they feel 
almost powerless to cope with a political problem, Fil- 
ipinos crack jokes. They can thus forget their misery and 
misfortune and go on to face another day. 

Bertrand Russell said that “the secret of happiness is to 
face the fact that the world is horrible, horrible, horrible.” 
‘We suspect that we Filipinos have all along known this 
truth, In the face of so much poverty, misery and trouble, 
‘we can still smile and remain happy. 
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THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF 
the Philippines’ latest pastoral statement un- 
corked a torrent of commentary that continues 
to this day. Much of it swirls around Para- 
graphs 24.1 and 24.2 or "Impeachment"—and 
little else. 

A tainted, bickering opposition sought the 
sprinkling of holy water on its second bid to im- 
peach President Macapagal-Arroyo, It didn't get 
i 

А corrupt, cynical administration scrounged 
for absolution that'd exorcise political legitima- 
cy questions. It didn't get it either. 

"The deluge, unfortunately, swamped other 
sections of the statement. Yet, they seek to ap- 
ply, as a subhead says, "to some burning social 
issues” the Church's social teachings. We are our 
brother's keeper, would sum up the message. 

In paragraph 22, the CBCP comments on 
"The Family Under Siege." Paragraph 26 exam- 
ines "Extra-Judicial Killings.” Parts of the intro- 
duction and paragraph 28 onwards grapple 
with the question: “Are we really a people with- 
out hope?" 

“Cafeteria journalism" is the reason for these 
gaps, our critics snort. Many in the press, they 
claim, don't plow through the full text of major. 
documents, whether a budget, academic study 
or pastoral letter. We're content to work by 
broadcast sound bytes or condensed newspaper 
reports. Thus, few read through the pastoral 
statement. Yer, its only eight pages short. 

Unyielding deadlines box us into hurried 
work patterns, we bleat. And we're always mov- 
ing on to the next headline. But the glut of 
patchy reporting and shallow comment sell our 
readers and listeners short. “Superficiality is the 
bane of our craft.” 

"With a sad feeling of debilitating hopeless- 
ness, (the poor) wonder when the seemingly 
endless political battles in Manila would ever 
give way to the pressing problems of their daily 
economic struggles,” the prelates wrote. “They 
(ask) if their deepening impoverishment would 
ever find a unified political response.” 

“Salvaging” is more widespread than many 


RAUL GONZALEZ'S INTENTION CLEARLY IS 
to show how real the threat to the GMA gov- 
ernment is and how devious the people mak- 
ing those threats are. He now has proof, he 
says, that some 20 businessmen financed the 
threatened coup last February, which could be 
‘more if you counted those that gave the desta- 
bilizers aid and comfort. Indeed, it's not just 
businessmen who are into this. The meeting in 
Jose “Peping” Cojuangco's house that Nelly 
Sindayen mentioned in her Time article, says 
Gonzalez, was also attended by two high-rank- 
ing government officials. "Imagine having 
Cabinet-evel officials attending such a con- 
clave. It means these people are traitors and 
that is punishable by law.” 

In fact, all Gonzalez succeeds in doing is to 
show how deeply alienated the government he 
is serving is and how, contrary to their own pro- 
paganda, the business community is not solidly 
behind them. I really would wish he would 
name those who financed or supported or sym- 
pathized with Danny Lim's cause. At the very 
least it would show that Donald Duck does not 
speak for the businessmen, he merely speaks for 
himself. To go by the exact same words he said 
during Erap's time, pleading with the coup plot- 
ters that included GMA to give Erap one more 
chance as he was certain the fellow could expe- 
rience a change of heart, his support for presi- 
dents is generic: He has a template expressing 
undying loyalty to the Big Boss with only the 
name of the Big Boss left blank. 

At the very most, it would give the public to 
see the difference in quality between those try- 
ing to prop up an illegitimate regime and those 
trying to end it. I ardently hope Gonzalez 
veals the names of the presumably errant bu 
nessmen and Cabinet officials so that we may 
compare them to Donald Duck and him. The 
Cabinet-leve officials who plotted to overthrow 
GMA are traitors who may expect to be pun- 
ished by law? They are patriots who may count 
on the undying gratitude of their countrymen! 

But truly Gonzalez makes a spectacle of him- 
selfevery time he invokes the law, which has the 
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suspect. “A great number of extra-judicial 
killings sometimes do not come to light in the 
newspapers," paragraph 26 asserts. "But (they) 
are known to us in our dioceses.” 

Faith-based opposition to murder is of “long 
standing," the statement says. This is an under- 
statement, The Fifth Commandment came 
down from Mount Sinai. It antedates by seven 
thousand years or so today’s “outcry of those 
who denounce the increasing number of jour- 
nalists and social activists,” supposedly instigat- 
ed by “ultra-rightist elements in the military" 

"We join this outcry the bishops said. “But 
‘we can not close our eyes ... to killings reported 
by our people, allegedly perpetrated by insur- 
gents for various reasons, as such agaw-armas 
operations, failure to pay a revolutionary tax or 
"blood debt to the people.” 

The pastoral statement does not mention the 
‘Communist Party of the Philippines, the New 
People's Army or its multiple fronts, Neither 
does it pinpoint vigilante murders, egged on by 
officials in cities like Davao and Cebu City. But 
you can connect the dots, 

“These we also unequivocally denounce,” the 
bishops say. "The defense of human rights and 
human dignity must itself be just. It has to be 
impartial, irrespective of religious belief or ide- 
ology" 

Paragraph 23 bluntly slams the administra- 
tion's jockeying to overhaul the Constitution, 
despite the lack of an enabling law and other le- 
gal infirmities. "We do not support hasty efforts 
to change the fundamental law ... without 
widespread citizen participation, total trans- 
parency" the statement says. That task "is best 
done through a constitutional convention 


What coup? 


de Quiros 


sensation of Garci calling his detractors liars. 
Shouldn't he really be saying, representing as 
he does the majesty of the law: “Imagine a pres- 
idential candidate plotting like that with Garcil 
It means she is a traitor and that is punishable 
by firing squad!"? But then he wouldn't have 
been justice secretary to begin with. 

But my question remains: What coup? Or in 
relation to the above, what exactly were the 
businessmen and Cabinet officials whom Gon- 
zalez threatens to identify financing, aiding, or 
coddling? 

Shortly after ABS-CBN came out with a video 
of Lim speaking his mind out during his with- 
drawal of support on Feb. 23, several TV sta- 
tions interviewed experts about the history of 
military intervention in public affairs in this 
country, specifically the coup attempts. Most of 
the guests agreed that the politicization of the 
military which gave them a “praetorian mental- 
icy" was the prime reason for these attempts. 

"They missed the point. There is a fundamen- 
tal ifferen- e between the coup attempts of the 
past and Lim's action, and one that goes well be- 
yond the technicality of the phrase “withdrawal 
of support.” Two things stand out in particular. 

One, the coup attempts of the past, notably 
the ones led by RAM against Cory, were at- 
tempts to overthrow a duly constituted authori- 
ty, one directly and freely established by the 
people and enjoying the support of the people. 
"The plotters did not mean to conscript public 
support for their cause—Cory enjoyed that sup- 
port—they meant to seize power by force and 
defend it against the people by force. Had they 
Mon, they would have needed to pacify a restive 
public with arms afterward. 
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Elections in 2007 must not be cancelled.” 

That wallops the administration's "No-EI" 
game plan to stay in power until 2010—and be- 
yond. As a constituent assembly, incumbent leg 
islators would write themselves into Parliament 
for three more years. They'd also vest the Presi- 
dent with "Marcosian" powers, from appointing 
30 parliamentarians to overseeing the prime 
minister. 

Here, too, the "people's initiative” is not 
named. Here, you also can stitch those dots to- 
gether. 

In Asia, the family nurtures a "culture of life,” 
the 8th Assembly of Asian Bishops said in their 
Daejon (South Korea) meeting. But paragraph 
22 of the CBCP letter says the family here is to- 
day “most seriously threatened” by trends that 
uproot them from moral and religious roots. 
‘Comment on migration would have reinforced 
this section, 

“Наз our being Christians made our society 
more peaceful and just?" the pastoral statement 
asks. Itd be easy to "answer no—if we focus on- 
ly on the many critical problems that plague 
Philippine society. So far, (these) have been in- 
tractable to any satisfying solution ... (giving) 
way toa deepening sense of helplessness.” 

But “away from the glare of publicity" there's 
a different—and more hopeful—picture. Lay 
men and women, with priests and religious, 
"quietly put into practice what they understand. 
Christian social concern means." 

That spans battling usury, unjust contracts, 
endemic corruption to improving the nutrition- 
al status of children. In election affairs "non- 
partisan groups, like Kapatiran and One Voice 
are. . especially to be commended and encour- 
aged,” it said. 

What gives hope for a more just society to- 
morrow are ordinary citizens who do their du- 
ties with extraordinary fidelity. But isn't this 
“people power’—only spelt in lower case? And 
its being wielded not merely to impeach a Pres- 
ident but root out the causes that tigger "Peo- 
ple Power” (capitalized), 

Thread those dots together. 


Lim’s withdrawal of support, on the other 
hand, was an attempt to overthrow an unduly- 
instituted authority, one directly and forcibly 
mounted by fraud. Lim's statement harped on. 
the use of the military to cheat the voters of 
their vote. The plotters did not just mean to en- 
list the public to their cause, they counted on it. 
Had they won, they would have needed to paci- 
fy their countrymen from their joyous, ecstatic 
and drunken revelry, 

‘Two, and more importantly, there is an easy 
‘way to tell a coup from something else. A coup 
is an overthrow of government, with the plot- 
ters expressly intending to take over govern- 
ment. It isn't just an overthrow of power, it is a 
seizure of power. That was what the RAM coup 
attempts of the past were: They meant to seize 
power from “the politicians,” who had presum- 
ably betrayed the dreams of Edsa. And that was 
what СМА electoral plot was: She meant to 
seize power for herself and for no other reason 
than that she liked it. 

Nowhere in his statement did Lim say he was 
going to run the government himself. Indeed, as 
the newspapers and TV stations subsequently re- 
ported, his idea was to bring a transitional gov- 
'emment into being composed of people other 
than him. Indeed, civilians rather than generals. 

But that's the part, too, that 1 am unhappy 
about. Гуе always argued that any attempt to 
oust the current government—or end the cur- 
rent junta—by people power or any other 
‘means can only be justified on the basis of snap 
elections being called afterward. Not by any for- 
mal council, transitional or permanent. If the is- 
sue is illegitimacy, then the solution is legitima- 
су. That can only be supplied by new--and 
clean—elections. Anything else opens itself to 
charges of hidden agenda, personal interest, 
selfish motives. Indeed, anything else voids the 
cause for which ending an illegitimate govern- 
ment was undertaken. Why end an unelected 
rule only to set up another? 

But right now, I'm all ears. Pray tell us, Mr. 
Justice Secretary, who are the coup plotters in 
our midst? 
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THE ESCALATION OF THE MIDDLE EAST CRISIS 
due to open war between Hezbollah, а group of 
Shite militants in southern Lebanon, and Israel 
holds terrible consequences for the world. And not 
surprisingly, the Middle East crisis became the top 
item on the agenda of the G-8 Summit of World 
Leaders Russia hosted over the weekend in the his- 
toric city of St. Petersburg. As the crisis escalated, 
world leaders aired their appeal for a ceasefire be- 
tween the warring sides and put on US President 
George W. Bush the burden of pressuring Israel to 
agree to this so that mediation efforts could start. 

‘World leaders are very worried that the Middle 
East situation could spin out of control, and its 
easy to see why The Gaza-based Hamas has esca- 
lated its attacks on Israel's front, in sympathy with 
Hezbollah, and the Taliban in Afghanistan has also 
moved. Israel did not lose a moment to retaliate. 
What's even more worrisome, if we are to believe 
US Secretary of State Condolezza Rice, is that Iran 
may be pulling the strings in this recent crisis. 

In the war between militant Muslim groups 
and Israel, many nations far from the conflict 
normally would remain mere spectators. But if 
the whole world is concerned now, it is because 
of one thing: oil. Through the conflict area, the 
Strait of Hormuz, passes about 25 percent of the 
world's oil supply. Since the recent crisis erupt- 
ed, oil prices have skyrocketed to over $77 per 
barrel and it is feared that the price could shoot 
up to $100 a barrel. Analysts are urging con- 
sumers around the globe to rethink their pattern 
of using oil, especially their driving habits, in an- 
ticipation of such an escalation in prices. 

Sadly for a small developing economy like the 
Philippines, we're very vulnerable and such an as- 
tronomical price would spell disaster for us. Faced 
with this terrible prospect, we should rethink our 
energy policy. This early, the government should 
launch a campaign го drastically reduce the use of 
ой. This crisis should also make our politicians re- 
alize that there are more terrible consequences 
from a $100-2-barrel ой than stupid circuses such 
as a new impeachment case against President Ar- 
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royo. This is a time for unity and leadership. 

The director general of the Philippine Ex- 
port Zone Authority, Lilia B. De Lima, recently 
became the first Filipino non-head of state to 
be decorated with the Order of the Rising Sun 
(Gold and Silver category) by the Emperor of 
Japan, at fitting ceremonies held at Japanese 
Ambassador Ryuichiro Yamazaki's residence. 
Playing a large role in her award, one of the 
highest conferred by the Emperor, were the 
Japanese corporations operating in our coun- 
try. This was not surprising, for as Yamazaki 
pointed out in his speech, since De Lima be- 
‘came Peza head in 1997, it “has accounted for 
‘over 98 percent of the total investments in the 
country, with nearly 40 percent coming from 
527 Japanese companies.” Those figures, said 
Yamazaki, speak well of the Japanese busi- 
nessmen's "overwhelming satisfaction" with 
Peza and admiration for De Lima. 

Yamazaki also noted that since De Lima as- 
sumed the helm, Peza has been operating 24 
hours a day, seven days a week—a “non-stop 
shop"—and that, as BizNews Asia Magazine put 
it, Peza got rid of the “two things that irritate in- 
vestors most: red tape and corruption.” One indi- 
cation of satisfaction among locators is that more 
than 50 percent of them are going ahead with 
their expansion activities. 

The ambassador also noted that De Lima 
streamlined Peza, cutting the number of employ- 
ees to half the 1006 she inherited in 1997 even as 
its economic zones have grown from 16 to 88 and 
the number of companies operating there ex- 


panded from 300 to over 1,000 today. 

What the coveted Japanese award shows us is 
that the Filipino bureaucrat can chalk up a world- 
class achievement—in this case, as Yamazaki put 
it, “a world-class investment environment”—if he 
‘wants to. Unfortunately, how many bureaucrats 
are like De Lima? 

Cecile Alvarez and I were happy to interview 
De Lima at our dzRH program for two Sundays. 
An interview with her is always a pleasure, for 
she has remained upbeat about the Pinoy work- 
er and the country's prospects despite various 
problems it faces. All indicators are up: Peza's 
‘come at the end of last May stood at P21.7 bil- 
lion, up from P18.4 billion last year, and 86 per- 
‘cent of exports come from Peza zones, whose ex- 
ports registered a 10.5 percent increase this 
year. One of the most notable locators is Texas 
Instruments, which manufactures the “brain of 
the cell phones.” The Baguio-based TI, which 
employs about 1,000 Filipino engineers and is 
managed by Norberto “Bing” Viera, the first Fil- 
ipino to assume its top post, is No. 1 in profitabil- 
ity among all TI companies in the world. TI has 
been employing graduates from lesser known 
schools, who, its GM says, are often better moti- 
vated because they come from poorer families. 


De Lima is enthusiastic about the 58 informa- 
tion technology parks and buildings in Peza and 
the fact that the biggest call-center companies 
abroad are already here, among them Convergys, 
People's Support and Teletech, and opening up 
branches in the provinces. What's good about the 
IT business is that it's drawing employees from 
small private schools around the country that 
have trained students well in English 

There seems to be no end to IT prospects. Aside 
from medical and legal transcription and anima- 
tion, which are already fairly established, there 
is, for instance, an office in Laguna which does 
transcription of scientific journals. The IT busi- 
ness, De Lima said, has increased 103 percent, 
from P1.74 billion in the first five months last 
year to P3.55 billion in the same period this year. 


Such a good friend. 


ONCE AGAIN, WE HAVE LEFT TO A FOREIGN 
government what our own government could not 
do, that is, bring a fugitive to justice and ensure 
that he gets his due. 

Former Agriculture Undersecretary Jocelyn 
"Јосјос" Bolante is right now in the custody of 
American immigration authorities after his visa 
was reportedly cancelled. Early reports said 
Bolante's visa was cancelled upon the request of 
the Senate committee on agriculture, headed by 
Sen. Ramon Magsaysay Jr, who had been waiting 
in vain for Bolante to show up at its hearings and 
shed light on the P728-million fertilizer Fund. 

But lawyer Francisco Chavez, who exposed the 
fund scam, denied that such a request was made, 
saying all the committee had asked the US Em- 
bassy was for assistance in locating Bolante and 
serving its summons to him. "No action was tak- 
en” on this request, notes Chavez, which seems 
really strange since Bolante had been flying back 
and forth from the Philippines to the United 
States, allegedly as part of his responsibilities asa 
director of Rotary International. 

Now Chavez claims that Bolante's arrest and 

detention, and his subsequent appeal for asylum, 
are all part of a scheme hatched by Malacafiang. 
If so, then Bolante must be a most faithful friend 
and ally. As payment for his silence and coopera- 
tion, he has endured a fugitive's existence, a stint 
at the San Pedro detention center, and he now 
faces a few years of exile, separated from his fam- 
ily, while he awaits a decision on his application 
for asylum. 
WHAT'S strange here is that while Malacafiang 
professes ignorance about the reasons for 
Bolante's detention and his prospects for repa- 
triation, the Department of Foreign Affairs 
seems happy to let the situation play out with- 
out any intervention from the Philippine gov- 
ernment. 

If indeed Bolante was arrested because his 
visa was cancelled, shouldn't the DFA be mak- 
ing representations to have Bolante deported 
and then compelled to testify before the Sen- 
ate? And if he is seeking political asylum, on 
grounds that he fears persecution in his home- 
land, shouldn't the DFA seek to counter 


DURING THE LAST THREE YEARS, LATIN 
America has experienced an economic boom 
without precedent. Growth has been strong, in- 
lation is under control and international reserves 
have increased steadily. The 2004-2006 period 
has been the best three years for Latin America's 
economies since the early 1960s. 

This bonanza has largely been the result of an 
extraordinarily positive international environ- 
ment. Commodity export prices are at record lev- 
els, global liquidity has been ample and interna- 
tional interest rates have been low. 

Yer, despite this good news, the continent's 
politics have turned upside down, calling into 
question whether economic success can be sus- 
tained. An increasing number of Latin American 
countries have elected Left-wing presidents who 
criticize market reforms and globalization. 
Colombia recently bucked this trend, and it now 
appears that the leftist candidate in Mexico's 
presidential election, Andrés Manuel López 
Obrador, was narrowly defeated. But voters 
have catapulted Left-wing politicians to power 
in Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela and Uruguay, while 
López retains the ability—and perhaps the 
will—to mobilize his supporters. 

The main concern is that Left-wing politicians 
will implement populist policies that will gener- 
ate large fiscal deficits, high inflation and, even- 
tually, currency collapses. External crises have a 
long history in the region. Since the 1970s, Latin 
American countries have experienced, on aver- 
age, 1.6 balance of payments crises per decade. 
Some of the better known are the Mexican crisis 
of 1994-95, the Brazilian crisis of 1999 and the 
Argentine crisis of 2001-2002, 

‘The economic consequences of these crises 
have been gigantic. On average, each of them 
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Bolante's claims as patently absurd since he is 
after all a known political ally of the President, 
а good friend of the First Gentleman, and a for- 
mer government official who has enjoyed ex- 
traordinary immunity even as plunder charges 
have already been filed against him with the 
Ombudsman? 

While connected with the Department of 

Agriculture, Bolante was at odds with many 
other officials of the department, who com- 
plained about his arrogant behavior and the 
way he would go over the head of the agricul- 
ture secretary and report directly to "FG" on 
matters relating to the DA. Bolante's boss at 
the time of the alleged fund diversion, former 
Agriculture Secretary Cito Lorenzo, also faces 
plunder charges on the same case, but has al- 
ready relocated with his entire family to the 
United States, purportedly to avoid having to 
testify on what he knows of that scam. 
IT is alleged that the fertilizer fund was diverted 
to “friendly” congressmen as part of a general 
scheme to oil the wheels of victory for the Presi- 
dent and her allies in the 2004 elections. 

Malacafiang has denied any such link between 
the scam and the election results, but ít seems the 
machinations leading to the desired outcome of 
the 2004 polls is the “original sin” that continues 
to haunt the administration, perhaps well into 
and beyond the end of the Presidents term in 
2010. 

The tainted elections lie at the root of almost 
every major scandal and crisis that has beset the 
Arroyo administration, from the “Garci” tapes to 
the alleged involvement of generals in electoral 
cheating (which apparently led to restiveness 
within the military and a reported coup plot), 


Мовір View 


Sebastian Edwards 


cost the Latin American countries 12 percent of 
their Gross Domestic Product. 

However, concern about populist policies is not 
fully justified. The current crop of Left-wing polit- 
ical leaders is different from the populist “caudil- 
los" of the past. They understand that macroeco- 
nomic imbalances—and, in particular, inflation— 
are costly and lead to frustration. Even 
‘Venezuela's Hugo Chavez, the most vociferous of 
them, understands the importance of maintain- 
ing macroeconomic stability. 

Moreover, in recent years, Latin American 
economies have gone through important eco- 
nomic transformations that have increased their 
resilience. Chief among these changes has been 
the adoption, in most countries, of flexible ex- 
change rates and reduction of external debt, par- 
ticularly government debt. These structural 
changes have put most Latin American 
economies on a sound footing, reducing their 
vulnerability to external shocks, such as deceler- 
ation in world economic growth, higher interna- 
tional interest rates and lower commodity 
prices. 

But greater macroeconomic stability does not 
mean that ing is fine. The main weakness 
of Latin America's economies is that they will be 
unable to generate the type of rapid and sus- 
tained growth required to create jobs and reduce 
inequality and poverty. 

Generating the rapid long-term economic 


from this fertilizer fund scam to the series of poli- 
cy decisions and appointments that are increas- 
ing proof of the President's compulsion ta pay po- 
litical debts. 


WHICH brings us to the pastoral statement of 
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philip- 
pines, already parsed, analyzed and decon- 
structed Бу а number of commentators. 

The most controversial portion of the letter 
was that concerning the second impeach- 
ment case filed against the President, and the 
CBCP's conclusion that the impeachment pro- 
cess was not the best “means for establishing 
the truth.” The bishops concluded that the 
process could not succeed unless all the par- 
ties concerned “are guided by no other mo- 
tive than genuine concern for the common 
good.” 

Others have concluded that the statement is 
a reflection of “political pragmatism” on the 
part of the bishops. Pragmatic or not, the bish- 
ops’ moral ascendancy is steadily being erod- 
ed in the wake of reports that prior to the is- 
suance of the pastoral letter, the prelates were 
being wooed with gifts of food, vestments and 
envelopes of cash, thrust into their pockets by 
people who enjoyed extraordinary access to 
them. 

Tm inclined to read the statement in anoth- 
ег way, and that is, to interpret it as the bish- 
ops’ collective expression of cynicism and 
world-weariness regarding local politics, ac- 
knowledging that none of the parties involved 
in the impeachment process comes to it with 
clean hands. 

If the bishops’ non-support for impeach- 
ment is seen as their doubting the motives of 
the opposition leaders (including one of their 
own) who have filed a complaint, it could also 
be read as an assessment of the moral moor- 
ings of the President herself and that of her 
supporters in Congress who can be expected 
to derail the process. Maybe all they're saying 
is that if we want to get to the bottom of the 
2004 elections, impeaching the President is 
not the way to go. Some other solution must be 
found. 


An agenda for Latin America 


growth that Latin American countries need re- 
quires that they fulfil three conditions. First, they 
must accumulate capital, which implies a high 
savings rate that will help pay for new machines, 
equipment and infrastructure. Second, they need 
to use their work forces efficiently, which requires 
modern labor legislation that encourages em- 
ployment of women, the young and senior citi- 
zens. Finally, they need to attain a rapid rate of 
productivity growth, which can be achieved only 
by ensuring a high-quality, broadly accessible ed- 
ucational system. 

The vast majority of Latin America countries 
do not fulfill any of these requirements. At 19 per- 
cent of СОВ national savings rates are very 
low—indeed, much lower than in Asia—and la- 
bor legislation is antiquated, discouraging effi- 
cient use of human capital, while productivity 
growth is meager. Indeed, students from Latin 
American countries consistently score at the very 
bottom of international achievement tests such as 
the Program for International Student Assess- 
ment and the Third International Math and Sci- 
ence Survey. 

The main challenge for Latin America's new 
leaders, whether of the Left or the Right, is to im- 
plement reforms that will accelerate growth. The 
continent needs measures that are designed to 
encourage savings and investment, improve la- 
bor utilization and upgrade failed educational 
systems. Only if growth is significantly faster over 
the long run will living standards for the vast ma- 
jority of the region's voters begin to rise. 

Project Syndicate 


Sebastian Edwards is professor of economics at 
the University of California-Los Angeles and a for- 
mer chief economist for Latin America and the 
Caribbean at the World Bank. x 
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AFTER SEVEN YEARS OF TEACHING PRESCHOOL CHIL- 
dren, 1 put away my crayons, washed off the finger paints 
and took off the glitters from my face for the very last time. 
But as I looked at the murals we had painstakingly made, 1 
felt a lump grow in my throat and tears began to well in my 
eyes. Then it hit me: I was really bidding goodbye. 

Now that a new school year has started, it has dawned 
on me that even 
though I am at 
peace 
sion to "grow up" 
and move to anoth- 
er level in my ca- 
reer, I do miss being 
“Teacher Ria.” For 
seven years, | had 
sung silly songs and 
choreographed and 
danced with the 
kids (even if 1 can- 
not carry a tune and I have two left feet!). I think I've seen 
all possible shapes and sizes of cookies, biscuits and cup- 
cakes, and punched hole after hole in all kinds of tetra- 
pack juices. Гуе been mother, yaya, friend, nurse, and ev- 
erything in between to my kids! 

People used to ask why I chose to be a preschool teacher, 
when it was a thankless job, one that was little more than 
“just playing” and definitely not very financially rewarding. 
Atevery high school reunion or get-together, I would become 
painfully aware of how my friends had become “successful” 
and conscious that I still had glue on my pants and stains on. 
my shirt from my kids’ spilled snacks. But every time a moth- 
er called to say that her son got a Gold Eagle or her daughter 
earned first honors again, 1 felt like 1 had made the right 
choice. 

Reflecting upon my experience, I realize that I didn't just 
teach children, I learned a lot from them, too. When I taught 
them the АВС, I learned the ABC, too. And it wasn't just the 
alphabet: I saw how everything in life can be put together 
with the alphabet, just like the words the children learned to 
read. The ABC I learned in preschool made me see what is 
truly important in life: 

1 leamed the Art of Appreciation and the Beauty of Bal- 
ance. I saw how important it is to be with the right Company 
and how Determination can make a Difference. I learned to 
Enjoy the moment despite change, challenge and frustra- 
tion. 

From the people I worked with, I earned the true value of 
Friendship and how far it can really go. From the parents 
who entrusted their children to me, I learned Grace under 
pressure, especially when their children got hurt or got into a 
fight, or when they didn't like what I said or did. а 

could also say learned and felt the different meanings of 
Hugs—those that meant “Thank you,” “I'm sorry” "Help" 
“Tm scared,” “I love you,” ete. 

Tn the playground, I understood what Integrity and Jus- 
tice meant. They were not vague grown-up concepts: your 
word really counted so it's only fair that you kept it. 

Tnowagree that deep down inside, people are really Kind. 
But because we get caught up in getting more and being, 
more, we forget what random acts of kindness can do. 

During snack time, 1 saw what Labor of Love could prd- 
duce. It was demonstrated not by the amount or the kind of 
baon the children brought to school, but by how the parents 
had painstakingly peeled grapes, cut out teeny-weeny 
peanut butter squares or repacked chips just the way their 
kids liked them. 

Т also began to appreciate what being а “Mom” was. But 
much as I wished that I had kids of my own, I was glad 1 
‘wasn't one yet because I couldn't afford it. 

Something I had a hard time learning was how to say No. 
But because I was preschool teacher, learned to say no and 
‘mean it, without being mean going about it. 

Some of the most valuable lessons 1 learned were Pa- 
tience, patience, patience, and that meant taking a step back 
when I was mad and spending some Quiet Time or taking 
Time Out. 

In the eyes of my children, I saw what Respect, Sincerity 
and Unconditional Love really were. ; 

While teaching, I also learned that Violence really doesn't 
solve anything; that Waiting for your turn is essential; and 
that we go through life making mistakes that must be 
marked with an X but should not be regarded as if they were 
the end of the world. I also realized that Yesterday truly is a 
thing of the past, and that being the best is not as important. 
as having the Zeal to commit oneself to the task on hand and 
the determination to be the best that you can be. 

But more than anything, it was in the preschool that T 
came to understand what it means to be a member of the hu- 
man race. As Robert Fulghum put it, all 1 really needed to 
know Learned in kindergarten. 


YouNc BLoop 
Ria Tirazona 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Ria Tirazona, 27, gave up her preschool teaching career to pur- 
sue clinical work as a psychologist. She continues teaching 
part-time as a lecturer with the psychology department of De 
La Salle University 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: · 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inguir~ 
excom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributtions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


THEY SAID 


Vindictive 

“Let him recommend a one-peso budget. Our budget 
would be reenacted. He is so vindictive,” 
Presidential Commission on Good Government Commissioner 
Ricardo Abcede, after Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile recommended a P1- 
budget for the agency because of PCGG officials refusal to attenda. 
Senate inquiry. 


Old skeletons 

"To prop up their psywar offensive, the AFP is once 
again busy hauling their collection of old skeletons from 
their bodegas, dumping them into new excavations and 
portraying these as so-called NPA mass graves.” 
Putinit spokesperson Gregorio "Ka Boga- Joel on allega- 
tions that the activist killings are part of the "internal purging” 
within the Communist Party of the Philippines. 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


The National Association of Philippine Newspapers 
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Violating young minds 


AS A NATION THAT PRIDES ITSELF IN 
being civilized and morally upright, we 
Filipinos have an obligation to our most 
precious national treasures—the Filipino 
children. 

And yet, every morning, beginning at 9 
алп, on some free TV channels, children 
are exposed to promotional videos of 
breast enhancers, which reduce women 
into sexual objects whose confidence, 
success and happiness are based entirely 
on their bust size. 

Children have the right to be protected 
from obscenity, These infomercials not 
only have breasts as their sole subject of 
interest, but also suggest that breasts are 
the only measure of a woman's worth. 

Under the Children’s Television Act of 
2997, children's viewing hours (7 a.m.-7 
p.m.) must be closely monitored for the 
purpose of protecting the sensibilities of 
children, Two recent developments tell us 
why we should take very seriously this 
law and the responsibility of protecting 
our children from obscene materials. 


1) The Movie and Television Review 
and Classification Board recently penal- 
ized the late night show I-Witness for its 
episode on the Lukayo “sexually sugges- 
tive” tradition and practices. The board 
said that this was an inappropriate sub- 
јест for free TV 

2) The controversy over the Depart- 
ment of Education's sex education mod- 
ules which would use eggplants and ba- 
nanas as representations of the male sex 
organs. 

The infomercials for breast enhancer 
products are not even educational in con- 
tent or intention. And yet they are aired 
on TV time slots highly accessible to chil- 
dren of impressionable age. 

“It’s aesthetics. They say that even if 
you have a beautiful face, if you don't 
have а cup A for your breasts, you won't 
look that attractive," to quote these in- 
fomercials. 

Are these the values we would allow 
our children to be taught? Should we al- 
ow these infomercials to corrupt young 
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children — to 

grow up with a degraded regard of them- 
selves? 

Free TV channels have ап obligation to 
society in providing responsible program- 
ming, especially during child-viewing 
hours. If they take the effort to delete cuss 
‘words in movies or canned foreign shows, 
they should act on these infomercials—at 
the least, move these value-degrading ads 
into a later time less accessible to chil- 
dren. 

We pride ourselves in being a Catholic 
country, but if we are not even responsi- 
ble enough as to shield the innocent in 
our society from dehumanizing values, no 
religion can save us from indifference. Be- 
yond nursing a guilty conscience, we urge 
those in authority to do something about 
this violation against children. 

—GEORGINA ANGSANTO, 
143 Porvenir Street, Pasay City 
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Where's Tawi-Tawi in the song? 


‘THIS IS AN APPEAL FOR THE INCLUSION 
of Tawi-Tawi in the theme song of GMAs 
daily program Eat Bulaga. In the theme 
song, the Philippines is made to appear as 
extending from Aparri to Jolo only. This is 
а deliberate error that reduces the Philip- 
pine islands by 305 islands and islets, one 
province and 10 municipalities. And it is 
committed almost every day. 

‘The error also reduces the total land 
area, territorial waters and population of 
the country, making the data in the Na- 
tional Statistics Office inadequate or 
wrong. Uncorrected, the error renders 
our researchers, geographers and au- 
thors of Philippine geography books, 


journals, charts and maps unreliable. 

Worst of all is the bad feeling that all 
Tawi-Tawians feel everytime they hear 
the song, which excludes the southern- 
most province of Tawi-Tawi. It makes us 
Tawi-Tawians feel disowned by and 
alienated from our very own country- 
men. If Tawi-Tawi is not part of the 
Philippines, to which country do we be- 
long? 

We hope the management of GMA-7 
will immediately address this error which 
is repeated daily in the theme song of “Eat 
Bulaga.” 

—ABDULAJID A. ABDULGANI, 
MSU, Tawi-Tawi 
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GSIS sadists bullying 
elderly pensioners 


IN FEBRUARY THIS YEAR, MY ELDERLY 
parents and thousands of other pensioners had 
1o troop to the head office of the Government 
Service Insurance System in Pasay City to have 
their old pensioner ID replaced with the new 
6515 e-card (actually a Union Bank ATM card). 
Can you imagine the time, money (for food 
and transportation) and effort the elderly pen- 
sioners spent just to get a new GSIS e-card? 
But they had to make such a sacrifice because 
the GSIS e-card had been adopted as the new 
mode of remitting their monthly pensions (the 
check remittance system using the postal ser- 
vice was going to be "retired" as well), 

Even there, the GSIS could have been more 
considerate by making it more convenient for 
the senior citizens to get an e-card. How? By 
having the e-cards for the pensioners in the 
provinces issued right at its satellite of- 
fices/branches. After all, the processing equip- 
ment, consisting of a PC with a digital camera, 
is very portable, and certainly its operators are 
in much better physical shape to travel than the 
pensioners are. But obviously making the pen- 
sioners undergo the punishing requirement was 
not enough for the GSIS. 

Worse, to date, the GSIS has not made good 
оп its promise that the e-cards can be used to 
withdraw their monthly pensions from any Me- 
galink-connected bank. 

And now the pensioners are required to 
physically present themselves for GSIS verifica- 
tion during their birth month. Guess where? 
‘Again, they have no freedom to choose the 
nearest GSIS branch office for this exercise. 
They have to go to the main office in Pasay City. 
Common sense suggests that since the pension- 
ers had just been to that office last February, this 
requirement should apply beginning next year. 
But no, this is going to apply this year; the worst 
partofit is that there has been no prior notice to 
this effect. My mother, whose birth month is 
May, got to know about it only after her pension 
for July failed to arrive. For this month, what 
she got from the GSIS was a coldhearted letter 
from the executive president for operations, in- 
forming her of her failure to comply with birth- 
month-personal-visit requirement. 

So what can we do? File a complaint? But 
where? Even the GSIS e-mail system is not 
working at this time, 


Now, you can build 
more than a 


strong mind and body. 


Ален сырыы А. 
CSI. 


—CESAR RAMOS, 
istur420@yahoo.com 


Why CBCP did not 
support impeachment 


WITH ALL DUE RESPECT, 1 DISAGREE WITH 
the two legal experts who said that the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philip- 
pines, in their pastoral letter "Shepherding 
and Prophesying in Hope,” is pushing the Fil- 
ipinos to stage another people power. (PDI, 
7/12/06) There is no mention whatsoever 
about people power in that letter. In fact, there 
is no hint at all about people in the first place. 

‘And why should people now be pushed to 
stage people power, when they have not al- 
lowed the bishops to push them all along? 
When the bishops say premarital sex is bad, 
people in great number engage in premarital 
sex. When the bishops declare that extra-mari- 
tal affair is destructive to the family, married 
people from all walks of life acquire 
paramours. When the bishops state that artifi- 
cial family planning is against natural law, 
pharmacies all over the countryside experi- 
ence a rise in the sales of pills, condoms and 
other contraceptives. When the bishops warn 
that superstition is against the First Command- 
ment of God, everybody believes as Bible-truth 
the existence of aswangs, kapre, santilmo, etc. 
And a majority of these people are Catholics 
who profess obedience to bishops and priests 
as dispensers of truth and morals. 

Doesn't this Filipino behavior toward bishops. 
confirm his/her split-level Christianity? Mean- 
ing, we disobey the bishops when they talk about 
morality and faith, and believe them when they 
discuss politics and economics. We obey them 
only when what they say is comforting to us. 
(Other than that, we do not give a damn. 

This conclusion is inescapable, therefore. If 
the people now allow themselves to be 
“pushed,” it is not the bishops’ authority that 
they follow, It is their individual, selfish interest. 
This the CBCP knew when it did not endorse 
the impeachment complaint of one of its mem- 
bers. And it is for this reason that the bishops 
will never push people to stage people power. 

—BUGENE DAVID R. TANCINCO, 
Davao City, pega801@yahoo.com 


When you take Pharmaton, 
you're not just strengthening your mind and body. 
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ueteng' foes assail gov't inaction 


SAN FABIAN, PANGASINAN: 


(Don’t bet)!” 

‘This was the ery of residents who 
are frustrated with the authorities’ 
inaction on the resurgence of the il 
lega] numbers game jueteng in this 
central Pangasinan town. 

‘The campaign is spearheaded by 
the Krusada ng Bayan Laban sa 
Jueteng chapter here headed by the 
parish priest, Fr Oliver Mendoza. 

The campaign is focused on 
the idea that if nobody bets, 
jueteng will die a natural death in 
San Fabian (pop: 66,274). 

Mendoza said some 500 stu- 
dents, senior citizens and resi- 
dents trooped to the municipal 


Villagers split 
by mining talk 
to reconcile: 
after 10 years 


By Melvin Gascon 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAYOMBONG, NUEVA VIZCAYA 
—For the first time in more than a 
decade, residents of a small min- 
ing village in upland Kasibu town 
have agreed to come together to 
discuss the issues that have divid- 
ed their community because of a 
planned mining project there. 

The National Commission on 
Indigenous Peoples on Friday con- 
vened villagers opposed to and in 
favor of a proposed large scale 
mining project їп Barangay Didi- 
plo to begin a series of dialogues 
meant to unite their village. 

Victor Calingayan, NCIP provin- 
cial director, said that with the dia- 
Jogues, the villagers would trace the 
roots of disputes that have escalated 
since Australasia Philippines Min- 
ing Inc. (Apmi) began pushing its 
planned gold-copper venture there. 

“This is the first time that they 
(the pro- and antimining groups) 
have come together, talked things 
over and ate their meals with one 
another. 1 am confident that this 
would be the start of bringing 
back their unity as a community.” 
he said. 

, Apmi's $102-million gold-cop- 
per project aims to process about 
4 million ounces of gold and 1.5 
billion ounces of copper deposits 
in Didipio for 14 years. 

‘The proposed project has, how- 
ever, failed to start operations due 
to objections of the local communi- 
ties, led by the Didipio Village coun- 
cil and the Kasibu town council. 
Division 

Calingayan said they held the di- 
alogue after they noted the growing 
division among the tribal people of 
Didipio, composed of Ifugao, Kala- 
nguya, Ibaloi and Bugkalot settlers. 

"This mining issue has placed 
even family members and relatives 
on opposite sides. So we're coming 
into pacify them, so that the situa- 
tion would not worsen,” he said. 

The dialogue was held using 
the “ammungan,” or the tradi- 
tional method of settling disputes 
among Cordillera tribes, accord- 
ing to Calingayan. 

Under this practice, the vil- 
lagers sat down together, let out 
their sentiments and discussed is- 
sues by themselves, with govern- 
ment leaders as observers. 

The forum was held without 
the usual protagonists—Apmi of- 
ficials ^ and ^ environment 
groups—to allow the tribes to 
talk freely and avoid outside in- 
fluence, said Marilou Gilo-Abon, 
president of Nueva Vizcaya State 
University host of the event. 


Mending bridges 

“itis heartening to see them sit 
together and tell each other 
things that they have long want- 
ed to say.I call this activity mend- 
ing bridges,” said Abon, an 
adopted tribal member. 

At the dialogue, about 80 Didipio 
villagers exchanged views on the is- 
Sues. The pro-mining group was led 
by Pastor Efren Bulawan and some 
residents hired by Apmi as commu- 
nity relations employees. 

‘The antimining group was led by 
village chair Antonio Dingcog, 
council member Peter Duyapat, and 
the officers of the Didipio Earth- 
savers Movement Association, a 
non-government organization. 


i—“WALANG TATAYA 


hall on Monday morning to pre- 
sent a manifesto against jueteng 
to Mayor Mojamito Libunao Jr. 

“The mayor told us he was 
against jueteng and that he has in- 
structed the town police chief 
Supt. Genaro Sapiera, to imple- 
ment the law (against jueteng). He 
also asked us to reportto the police 
the 'cobradores (bet collectors) in 
the town,” Mendoza said. 

Several streamers with the 
words "Walang Tataya" hung in 
public and private places in the 
town. During Masses, tables are 
put outside the town church 


where people may sign the peti- 
tion against jueteng. 

"We patiently explain to those 
who ask about the campaign, and 
most of them sign. Others need no 
explanation at all," Mendoza said. 

He said he was aware that the 
old habit of betting is difficult to 
break. Some people ridicul 
and the Krusada members. 

"They tell us that we cannot stop. 
jueteng. But we will continue the 
Project. We want to involve more 
people in this campaign," he said. 

He said he is optimistic that the 
campaign can reach the hearts of 
the residents and that the town 
сап finally break free from the il 
legal numbers game. 


"This is just a start but we can 
see some effects already. You can 
hear shouts of Walang tataya' al- 
ready when you walk in public 
places. We hope that the message 
will be taken seriously.” he said. 

In Calapan, Mindoro, Church 
and government officials who at- 
tended a meeting of the Provincial 
Care Council Forum last week 
were reminded of their commit- 
ment to a five-page agreement en- 
titled “Covenant Sustaining the 
Anti-Jueteng Drive and Making the 
Province Illegal Gambling Free,” 
which they signed in July last year. 

The July 2005 signatories to 
the covenant were the governor, 
vice governor, all board mem- 


LIFE AFTER A STORM 


A farmer in Candon City, Ilocos Sur seizes the opportunity to prepare his farm for planting as 
‘Typhoon “Florita” brought abundant water to farms in the province. 


Co-ops doubling as job agencies probed 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—THE 
Department of Labor and Em- 
ployment has begun investigat- 
ing several cooperatives operat- 
ing as sub-contracting ageħcies 
for private companies in Central 
Luzon. 

“This is an emerging labor ar- 
rangement and this is alarming 
for us,” a Dole official here said 
on Monday. The official declined 
tobe named yet, citing his panel's 
ongoing discussions with those 


cooperatives. 

According to the official, the 
new scheme raised a whole lot of 
new issues: Although registered 
with the Cooperative Develop- 
ment Authority (CDA), are the 
cooperatives disguising as em- 
ployment agencies? Then, who 
between the Dole and CDA 
should regulate those coopera- 
tives? 

To date, cooperatives are not 
covered by a Dole order, which 
regulares labor sub-contracting 
firms. 

Thus, the Dole cannot en- 


force the standards in wages, 
benefits, health and safety in 
these cooperatives, the offi- 
cial said, adding that the ar- 
rangement appeared to be a 
way to circumvent those stan- 
dards. 

“The workers are treated as 
members of the cooperatives, not 
employees of the companies,” he 
said. 

‘The arrangement is increas- 
ingly being adopted at the 
Clark Special Economic Zone 
and industrial centers in Tar- 
lac. 


bers, the provincial police direc- 
tor, the Philippine Army's 204th 
Infantry Brigade commanding of- 
ficer, all mayors, first and second 
district representatives, the bish- 
op and all police chiefs. 

The agreement said jueteng does 
not cultivate a culture of industry; 
that the continued operation ofthis 
illegal activity will surely destroy 
the moral fabric of all Mindorefios, 
and gambling is a vice. 

“We are committed to the objec- 
tives of this covenant and we pledge 
to contribute our share in ensuring. 
that Oriental Mindoro remains ille 
gal gambling free," it further said. 

But forum participant Cesar 


ument during last week's meeting 
after he noticed that the agree- 
ment was not being implemented 
as jueteng allegedly continued to 
proliferate. 

Some participants even ex- 
pressed surprise over the existence 
of such a covenant against jueteng, 

Just last month, Bishop Warlito 
Cajandig expressed exasperation 
over authorities failure to put a 
stop to jueteng. 

Board member Romeo Infanta- 
do, who supports the covenant, said 
jueteng would not persist if authori- 
ties didn't allow itto. Yolanda Sote- 
lo-Fuertes, PDI Northern Luzon 


Bureau and Madonna Virola, PDI 


Villan revived debate on thedoc- Southern Luzon Bureau 


RounpuP 
PDI correspondent Ford fellow 


ILOILO CITY—The International Fellowships Program (IFP) of Ford Foundation 
has announced 38 fellows-elect from the Philippines with PDI Visayas bureau 
correspondent Hazel Villa as one of the fellows selected to pursue formal grad- 
uate-level study leading to a masters or doctoral degree anywhere in the world, 
The IFP based in New York is the largest single program ever supported by the; 
Ford Foundation with an investment of $280 million over 12 years through ` 
2012 with fellows selected from countries and territories in Asia, Africa, ће 
Middle East, Latin America, and Russia, where the Ford Foundation maintains 
active overseas programs. Villa, 32, belongs to Batch 4-Cohort 2006 and will 
pursue a degree in Master of Arts in Journalism in September 2007 with 
Columbia University, New Yorkas her priority school. PDI Visayas Bureau. 


Puerto cops told: Solve slay 


PUERTO PRINCESA MAYOR Edward 
Hagedom yesterday issued a “strong ap- 
peal” to police to solve once and for all 
the murder of forme йу vice mayor and 
тайо commentator Femando “Dong” 
Batu. in a letter to PNP Provincial Direc- 
tor Eipedio de Asis Jr, head of "Tesk 
Force Dong Batu" (TFB), Hagedom 
“expressed concem over the slow pace 
inthe complete resolution of the Batul 
murder cese" as he urged the PNP toin- 
tensity the manhunt for the remaining suspects in the ambush staying. “Itis not 
enough that police authorities have arrested the alleged kiler SPO1 Aaron Gordo. 
the Palawan pole force after he was positively identified by several witnesses,” Hag 
dor said. "No stone shouid be left unturned so that any and all persons involved. 
and the masterminds are put behind bars...” Hagedom said. Hagedom said the 
"wel-being of the cly andit people demand a proper closure to the cas." 


Visayan Sea protection urged 

ILOILO CITY—Two lawyers have asked the lloilo provincial board to support efforts to 
protect the Visayan Sea and the campaign to declare it as a United Nations Educational} 
‘Scientific and Cultural Organization (Unesco) World Heritage Site for marine biodiversity. 
Lawyers Antonio Oposa Jr. and Hector Teodosio gave a talk during the July 11 session! 
of the lloilo provincial board on the importance of conserving the Visayan Sea, which is; 
‘said to be-one of the richest marine eco-region in the world. Oposa said years of de- 
struction reduced the Visayan Sea coral reefs to rubble with the exception of some areas 
where the locals protect them. The effects of destroying the coral reefs was felt in Caries 
town whose municipal waters, 15 km off shore, joined the Visayan Sea. 


Wrong place for welcome arch 


TUBA, Benguet—The welcome arch 

atthe tollgate in Barangay Camp One 

here recently became an issue among 

town officials after it was discovered 

that the structure was erected atthe 

‘wrong place. Its just a marker that 

greets travelers once they begin their 

"limb of Kennon Road en route to 

Baguio City but Mayor Jose Baluda. 

said the markers location means a lot 

for the town in terms of political 

boundary and dues from lands declared for taxation purposes. Baluda asked 
Benguet Gov. Borromeo Melchor to explain the basis of the provincial govern- | 
‘ment in establishing the welcome arch in its present location. "We want to 
know what maps or documents the province has so that we can reconcile it 
with the papers we have since it appears that there is a conflict," he said. The 
arch appeared to have been erected inside Tuba territory and not on the town's, 
actual boundary, he sid. ‘Delmar Cariño, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


HAGEDORN 


Visayas wage up P10-P18; Cordillera hike not enough for fare 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—THE REGIONAL TRI- 
panite Wages and Productivity 
Board (RTWPB) in Central Увауав 
has approved a P10 to P18 increase 
in the daily minimum wage for 
workers ofthe four provinces in the 
region. 

The wage increase will take ef- 
fect on Aug. 1, according to board 
chair and Department of Labor 
and Employment regional direc- 
tor Elias Cayanong. 

The labor sector, as expected, 
was unhappy to the new wage 
hike, describing it as "like being 
given alms.” 

Leftist labor groups were de- 
manding wage increases of P75 
toP125 day. 

In the Cordillera, the P10 daily 
wage increase approved by the 
region's wage board was not even 
enough for a round-trip fare in 
Jeeps. 

The increase is the lowest 
granted by a wage board: It is 
equivalent to more than three- 
fourths of a round-trip jeepney 
fare in Cordillera. 

Current daily minimum wage 
is P225 for most workers in the 


^ 


so-called BLIST area (Baguio, La 
‘Trinidad, Itogon, Sablan and Ти- 
ba). Farm workers in the BLIST 
area receive P205 daily minimum 
wage. 

The new wage order called for 
the integration of the P51 per day 
cost of living allowance. 

In Central Visayas, the busi- 
ness sector described the P10- 
P18 wage increase as too 
high. 

Already, some establishments 
are already planning to ask for 
exemption, claiming their busi- 
messes would fold up should 
they implement the wage in- 
crease. 

During deliberations held on 
Saturday and Sunday, the two la- 
bor representatives in the 
board—Marianito Ventura of 
Trade Union of the Philippines 
and Allies Services (Tupas) and 
Jose Boquecosa of Associated La- 
bor Unions (Alu)—opposed the 
amount offered by the manage- 
ment sector, but they were out- 
voted, 4-2. 

The two government represen- 
tatives—Trade and Industry re- 
gional director Asteria Caberte 
and National Economic and De- 
velopment Authority regio 


MEMBERS of militant labor groups press for their demand fora P125 
increase in daily minimum wages in a rally in Manila. 


rector Marlene Rodriguez—vot- 
ей with management representa- 
tives lawyer Hidelito Pascual and 
businessman Charles Streegan. 
"I hope the workers can under- 
We did our best but our 
LI 


abolition of the regional wage 
boards and for Congress to legis- 
late a P125 daily wage increase. 
Cebu Chamber of Commerde 
and Industry (CCCI) president 
Francis Monera said they will ré- 
spect the new wage hike but he 
asked the wage board to exempt 
companies that could not afford 
to give the increase. | 
Bobert Go, regional governdr 
of the Philippine Chamber 
Commerce and Industry Eech, 
and Carlos Co, former PCCI vi 
president for the Visayas, Ms 
found the P18 increase "too 
much.” т 
Go warned foreign investols 
mightoptto put their money else- 
where because of Серце high 
cost of labor. | 
Cayanong, however, said the 
increases have been carefully 
considered and were actually 
“win-win” solutions to the con- 
flicting interests of labor and 
business sectors. 
The wage increases, he added, 


орното 


best was not good enough," Ven- 
tura said. 

Dennis Derige, of the Partido 
ng Manggagawa, said the new 
wage increase only reinforced 
their resolve to demand for the 


A 


are the highest given by the wage 
board in Central Visayas, The daj- 
ly wage increase granted last year 
wasPlS. — Withareport ror 
Frank Cimatu, PDI Northern Lij- 
zon Bureau 
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MNLF, MILF urged: Unite 


COTABATO CITY—THE WORLD'S 
Muslim foreign ministers want the 
two Moro fronts in the Philippines to 
unite and pursue the interest of 
Bangsamoro people. 

In a resolution adopted by the Is- 
lamic Conference of Foreign Minis- 
ters in the Republic of Azerbaijan re- 
cently, the ministers urged the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and 
the Moro National Liberation Front 
(MNLF) to “unify their ranks and rally 
their efforts and act jointly for the 
Bangsamoro Peoples’ peace and de- 
velopment.” 

It was one of the 12 resolutions 
adopted by the Organization of the 
Islamic Conference ministerial 
meeting last month but made public 
only over the weekend in the Philip- 
pines. 

‘The foreign ministers did not dis- 
cuss the application of the Arroyo ad- 
ministration for an observer status in 


the Pan-slamic body during the 
meeting. 

The Philippine government has 
signed and is implementing a 
peace deal with the MNLE, while 
currently negotiating with the 
MILF, Both sent delegates to the 
OIC meeting. 

Efforts to reach MNLF-MILP re- 
unification have failed in the 
past. 

Quoting Ambassador Sayed 
Kassem El-Masry, OIC secretary gen- 
erals advisor for special missions, 
Maulana Bobby Alonto, MILF peace 
panel member, said the OIC's concern. 
for the two Moro fronts to unite was 
urgent and growing. 

The OIC has invited the Philippine 
and MNLF representatives to a high- 
level tripartite meeting in Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia in November to review 
the OlC-brokered 1996 peace agree- 
ment. 


It was scheduled this month but 
moved to November due to the un- 
availability of then MNLF chair Nur 
Misuari, who is detained on rebellion. 
charges. 

‘The OIC ministers have unofficially 
sought Misuaris release for him to 
Join the tripartite meeting. 

The OIC earlier postponed the 
Jeddah tripartite meeting aimed at 
ironing out kinks in the 1996 
peace agreement. It said it wanted 
to identify and plug any loophole 
that continued to hinder the suc- 
cessful implementation of the 
pact, which ended the 20-year 
MNLF rebellion, 

The MNLF has been complaining 
that the peace agreement did not up- 
lift the lives of its guerrillas and that 
development was coming in trickles 
toits communities. Jeoffrey Maitem 
and Edwin Fernandes, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau 
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LIFE goes on for a farmer in Barangay Bigaa 
in Legazpi City as Mayon continues to be 
restive, EDWIN BACASMASPOLFHOTO 


Phivolcs cable 
wires stolen as 
Mayon blows hot 


LEGAZPI CITY—CABLE WIRES OF THE 
Philippine Institute of Voleanology and Seis- 
mology here were again stolen by unidenti- 
fied men, disrupting communications from 
and to the Phivoles office just as it monitored 
lava Пом from Mayon Volcano. 

Alex Baloloy, Phivoles science research ana- 
lyst, said the wires were stolen between 2 p.m. 
and 3 p.m., but no one saw the theft. The ob- 
servatory is at a secluded area at the Ligfon 
Hill in Barangay Tagas in Daraga town. 

The phone line was restored when Digitel 
Telephone Co. immediately replaced the 
stolen wires. 

“This has happened thrice already since 
May. What these robbers don't realize is that 
they are toying with public safety with what 
they are doing,” Baloloy said. 

An angry Gov Fernando Gonzales immediately 
ordered the provincial police to investigate and 
come out with positive results in 24 hours. 

“Certainly, there was a lapse in law enforce- 
ment," Gonzales said. 

"Some unscrupulous people don't realize that 
they are putting lives in danger, including theirs.” 

Early this year, two seismometers of the 
Phivolcs were stolen. 

One was returned after the robbers heard 
the Phivoles’ appeal over radio for the return 
of the instrument because it was needed to 
monitor ground movements related to vol- 
canic activities. 

The Phivolcs has recorded 314 quakes gen- 
erated by Mayon's activity from a previous 
111. This indicates magma rising and burning 
volcanic rocks coming out, Baloloy said. 

Less emission of sulfur dioxide—a sign of 
clogging inside the voleano—was also noted. 

“ifthe pressure continues to rise and there 
is clogging within the volcano, it might lead to 
an explosion," Baloloy said, 

The latest Phivolcs bulletin noted "height- 
ened unrest in the volcano which could lead 
to an explosive eruption” based on an in- 
crease in seismic activity and lava flow. 

People within the 6-km-radius permanent 
danger zone (PDZ) and even those beyond, 
especially in the southeast portion facing the 
Bonga Gully, should be on a high level of alert, 
the Phivolcs said. 

Phivoles maintained alert level 3 since Fri- 
day night in the 2,474-meter Mayon, which is 
known for its near-perfect cone and one of the. 
country's 22 active volcanos. Ephraim 
Aguilar, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Inaction on land 
overprice case hit 


By Alex Pal 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


DUMAGUETE CITY—THE COMMISSION ON 
Human Rights and a group of farmers are com- 
plaining of government inaction on the overpricing 


EXHIBITORS ABOITIZ | ACCENTURE A CLIENTLOGIC of land acquired under the land reform program. 
PHILS. INC. | CONVERGYS | DEUTSCHE BANK E-TELECARE GLOBAL SOLUTIONS ‘The 480-hectare land in Barangay San Jose 
FIGARO COFFEE COMPANY | FUJITSU COMPUTEF RG MOTORS CORP. | IBM BUSINESS in Sta, Catalina, Negros Oriental, was offered 
SERVICES, INC. | IBM DAKSH INTEGRATE NTINENTAL HOTELS GROUP. LI oL AUS 
LINK2SUPPORT INC AYSAY RIE EF м V PHILIPPINES | NAVITAIRE Instead of paying the owner outright, the 
INTERNATIONAL | PFOPLE ORT | PHILIPPINE AXA н ILY INQUIRER | PJ LHUILLIER | Department of Agrarian Reform subjected the 
PLDT | E-PLDT VENTU. EMART | 51 TEMPS / SEARCHEF AFF PI TECHNOLOGIES | RMH. land to compulsory acquisition and, in the 
YKES | U-BIX CORPORATION | V ITH INTERNATIONAL process, the price of the land went up to P23 
million and, finally, to P36 million. 
‘The farmers, who will end up paying the entire 
amount over 30 years, think they've been had, 
‘The 243 beneficiaries, who are all holding 
land ownership awards for parcels of land cov- 
ering the entire estate, sought the help of the 
Piana Commission г Human Rights two years ago. 
CHR Special Investigator Jesus Cañete rec- 
Pda оонай и ио орава Boa grins bance ommended the filing of criminal and adminis- 
pa trative charges against some officials of the 
Department of Agrarian Reform, Land Bank 
Marke MOORE ca LANDLINE and other individuals. 
- Ina press conference on Thursday, Cañete said 
Whore You Fd Tbo Ве, SCHOOL the DAR did not ac on his recommendation to sus- 
DEGREE pend the DAR personnel mentioned in his report. 
DESIRED POSITION The DAR Adjudication Board has also dis- 
PREFERRED COMPANIES missed the charges against their own men for 
lack of merit. 
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Today at 5pm, Maki Pulido of Reporter's Notebook will talk about "Experiences of a Broadcast Journalist". 
Catch the host of GMA's "Ang Pagbabago" during the.Closing Ceremonies on July 19, 5 p.m. 
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Coup probers summon 
Erap in-law, ex-attaché 


From page Al 


labor attaché. The INQume attempted but 
could not reach Parungao for comment. 

Sefieres said in an interview with the In- 
‘quien on July 6 that he was one of those 
who urged Army Brig. Gen. Dani- 
lo Lim to withdraw support from 
Ms Arroyo on Feb. 24 and join 
antigovernment protesters cele- 
brating the 20th anniversary of 
Edsa I in a bid to force her to re- 
sign over allegations she rigged 
the 2004 vote. 

The 59-year-old Sefieres said 
business leaders were involved in 
the Feb. 24 initiative and urged 
them to come out. He said it was 
their "patriotic duty” to support 
Lim, the sacked commander ofthe LOPEZ 
elite First Scout Ranger Regiment 
who has been detained in a maximum securi- 
ty facility in Tanay. 

The names of Lopez and Parungao came 
out in an investigation of rebel financiers re- 
portedly revealed in documents and comput- 
er disks seized following the arrest on July 7 
of six renegade soldiers in a raid at the Fil-In- 
vest 2 subdivision near Congress, the sources 
said. 

The six soldiers belonging to Magdalo were 
allegedly plotting to seize Congress and take 
lawmakers as hostages when Ms Arroyo deliv- 
ers her State of the Nation Address on July 24. 
A force of some 10,000 policemen has been 
mobilized to secure the Batasan complex for 
Monday's presidential address. 


NBl appearances 

The three businessmen—Zobel, Cruz and 
Cojuangco—were named by Sefieres as 
among those involved in Lim's move on Feb. 
24 that was aborted when Ms Arroyo declared. 
astate of national emergency. 

The proclamation was lifted a week later after 
the 59-year-old President said she had crushed a 
leftist and rightist conspiracy to oust her. 


“At present, the investigation made by the 
NBI and the CIDG is for them to explain why 
their names were being mentioned and it is 
not accusing them as financiers,” said PNP Di- 
rector General Oscar Calderon. 

Interior Secretary Ronaldo Puno described 

the investigation as “very serious.” 
He told the Inguier that the civil- 
ian backers of renegade soldiers 
were “more guilty than the ones 
they are financing.” 


No witch-hunting 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez 
told reporters yesterday that the 
government was not engaged in 

“witch-hunting.” 

Gonzalez has said that the ac- 
tivities of 20 businessmen are be- 
ing monitored in connection with 
the investigation. He said these 

businessmen had provided “direct” aid to 
plotters, including safe houses and money for 
anti-Arroyo protests. 

“The detail of the money trail is with the 
CIDG ... as well as records of the movement of 
funds,” he said. 

Gonzalez continued to refuse to identify 
the 20 businessmen, but admitted that some 
of them were included in the list of names 
provided by Sefieres. 

The report on the involvement of Cruz, 
Gonzalez said, is “scanty.” He said Cruz had 
reportedly invited embattled Brigadier Gen- 
eral Lim tó his house but that Cruz had denied 
this 

“His name is still on our radar screen,” he 
said of Cruz, but answered "no comment" 
when asked whether he was on the list of 20 
businessmen. 

He said the same was true with Cojuangco. 
“Nobody is really out of the list," he said. 

"This is a spillover of the last election. This 
is about businessmen taking sides in the 2004 
elections,” he said, noting that they had bet 
onthe “wrong horse.” With reports from Fe 
Zamora and Margaux C. Ortiz 


Plotters have no chance 


against me, says Esperon 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


ga, the outgoing AFP chief of staff 


eron warned that he would 


FOUR DAYS BEFORE HE BE- 
comes chief of staff of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines, Lt. Gen. 
Hermogenes Esperon vowed that 
rebel officers who still plot to oust 
President Macapagal-Arroyo did 
not stand a chance against him. 

"Let's cross our fingers but 1 
hope they realize that they do not 
have a chance with me. They will 
not have a chance," said Esperon, 
the army chief who once served 
as Ms Arroyo's Presidential Secu- 
rity Group commander. 

"I will batter them," he said af- 
ter reporters yesterday pointed 
out his name in Spanish means a 
battering ram. 

Esperon will assume office 
while the military reels from an 
aborted coup d'etat by elite Scout 
Rangers and Marine troops last 
Feb. 24. 

The coup attempt fizzled out af- 
ter the coup plotters failed to get 
the support of Gen. Generoso Sen- 


ment. 


be “strict on (soldiers) who do not 
follow the chain of command." 

Last week he ordered the trans- 
fer of Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim and 
former Scout Rangers operations 
chief Maj. Jason Aquino, alleged 
key players in the Feb. 24 coup 
plot, to the maximum security de- 
tention facility Camp Capinpin in 
Tanay, Rizal 

During his 11-month stint as 
Army chief, 15 “Magdalo” junior 
officers who staged the July 2003 
Oakwood mutiny turned their 
backs against their comrades to 
reaffirm allegiance to the govern- 


The latest of them is Ist Lt. 
Lawrence San Juan. Esperon said 
San Juan had provided informa- 
tion on the fi 
described as mostly opposition 
personalities 
from business and the left.” Не 
said the list also includes "some 
local officials." 


iers whom he 


“апі surprisingly 


DOJ inaction оп... 


From page Al 


found out about Bolante until 


they arrested and detained him,” 


the mismanagement of public he added. 
funds, It's about taxpayers’ mon- 
еу” Magsaysay said 

“The DOJ is quiet. The Om- 
budsman is even more quiet, in 
fact, asleep. And the PAGC is 
equally, very ominously silent,” 
he added. 

Magsaysay said that because of 
inaction of these government 
agencies, the Senate and some 
private groups had taken the ini- 
tiative to find out the details of 
Bolante's detention in Los Ange- 
les. 


No word from US 

Magsaysay said he also stil 
had to hear from the US Embassy 
on his letter inquiring about 
Bolante. 

"We're waiting, like the rest of 
the country, for their reply. There 
must be some very strong reason 
for the US federal government to 
detain Mr. Bolante,” he said. 

Magsaysay said he was consid- 
ering sending someone to Los An- 
geles or asking the Department of 
Foreign Affairs to act but added 


While saying that he under- 
stood the Americans concern 
about following privacy rules in 
immigration cases, 
pointed out that the Bush admin- 
istration had also been active in 
its campaign against corruption. 


Magsaysay 


Political asylum? 

“It depends on how they will 
treat Bolante. Will they give him 
political asylum? The majority of 
Filipinos in the US are running af- 
ter Bolante also. Theyre angry 
because his case is the example of 
mismanagement and corruption 


been only 10 days after 
(Bolante's arrest). Let's see what 
happens this week because what 
else can we do? We just have to 
wait about what the Americans 
have in mind,” he added. 

On Sunday, former Solicitor 
General Frank Chavez said Mala- 
cafiang and the US government 
colluded to keep Bolante out of 
the Manila investigations. 


Inviting all high school students from public and private. 
schools, out-of-school youth, teachers, principals, 
Supervisors, business groups, advocates, and all 


The BIGGEST national event 
on student entrepreneurship 


INSPECTION DATES: July 23, 24 & 25, 2006 
INSPECTION & REGISTRATION START ON SUNDAY 


TNO MINIMUM PRICE? 
3-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION 


TCM 870 


ISUZU ELF REFRIGERATED VAN| MASSEY FERGUSON) MITSUBISHI 3000R 


BLOS. 1455 ARGONAUT HIGHWAY, TEL. NOS: (047) 252-1129 * 252-1155 TO 58 " (02) 920-0810 


SUBIC BAY FREEFORT, PHILIPPINES (02) 711-5270 * CEL NOS: (0917) 7262824 * (0917) 8388094 Š 


interested in entrepreneurship education. 
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July 26-31, 2006 Teachers Camp, Baguio City 


Meet and interact with the country’s top entrepreneurs 
Listen to meaningful plenary sessions 
Participate in the interactive breakout sessions 
Witness world-renowned performances 
Watch a one-of-a-kind fashion show 
See celebrities and youth role models 
Visit the business expo 
Join exciting competitions 


T 


TU 


T 
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he would first wait for the US Em- 
bassy's formal reply. 

“I don't want to appear too 
over-eager. We can expect the 
federal government to give us 
some specifics in their own time,” 
Magsaysay said. "They made the 
first step. We would not have 


US Embassy spokesperson 
Matthew Lussenhop declined 
comment on Chavez's statement. 

Presidential Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor called Chavez's 
claim “ridiculous.” With reports 
from Christine О. Avendaño and 
Nikko Dizon 


For more information on the GO NEGOSYO TEEN EDITION 
(First Youth Entrepreneurship and Cooperativism in Schools. 
Training and Conference), please contact: 

DepED-Center for Students and Co-Curricular Affairs 
632-1361 local 2008/2022, 636-1603/631-8495. 

For reference. DepED Memo #187 s. 2006 
www.deped.gov.ph 
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Posible po! Citibank One Bill allows you 
to pay your Globe Postpaid bill automatically 
through your Citibank Credit Card. 


Enroll now and you get a chance to win one year 
FREE Globe Postpaid service worth up to P10,000 
a month or a trip for two to Hong Kong 


2 ways to enroll your Globe Postpaid account in Citibank One ВШ: 


1. Call the Citibank Sales Hotline at (02) 423-3000 ог 
2. Fil-out an enrollment form and fax it to (02) 995-9065. Enrollment forms 
are available at any Citibank branch counter. 


Every Globe Postpaid line that you successfully enroll in Citibank One Bill 
entitles you to one electronic raffie entry. You can also enroll other utilities 
like electricity and cable. If your enrollments qualify, you get separate raffle 
entries for each of the utilities you have enrolled. 


Coverage Draw Dates Prizes 


One (1) winner of one year 
FREE utility bill payment 
(including your Globe. 
Postpaid bil) of up to 
P10,000 per month. 


Enrollments made from 
May 2, 2006 to June 30, 
2006 and approved by 
July 12, 2006 


Enrolments made from 
May 2, 2006 to July 31, 
2006 and approved by 
August 14, 2006 


One (1) winner of 
roundtrip tickets for two 
to Hong Kong” 


“artare олу 


August 28, 2006 


Enroll now. Skip the payment lines. And win a trip for two 
to Hong Kong or one year FREE Globe Postpaid service. 
‘en ine for detale. Per СТАСА Permit No. 0750 Ses of 2008. 


opo, ang lakas mo sa 


citibank Gl;be 
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20 Filipinos 
kidnapped 
in Somalia 
on way home 


TWENTY FILIPINO SEAMEN KIDNAPPED BY 
pirates in Somalia in March have been re- 
leased and are on their way home, officials 
said Monday. 

The men were freed unharmed on Saturday, 
and it wasn't immediately clear whether any ran- 
som had been paid, said Roy Cimatu, the govern- 
ments special envoy to the Middle East. 

“I am not privy to their negotiations, but 
piracy is rampant there. So most likely ran- 
som was paid. Almost all shipping lines pay 
ransom,” Cimatu told The Associated Press, 

‘The men were seized after their oil tanker, 
the United Arab Emirates-registered MT 
LIN1, offloaded its cargo at a southern Somali 
port on March 29, the Philippine Foreign Af- 
fairs Department said. 

The department said the owners of the 
ship, the Akron Trade and Transport Co. 
based in Fujairah, the United Arab Emirates, 
negotiated for the men's release. 

It said the company’s representative, 
Manoj Sabharwal, informed the Philippine 
Embassy in the United Arab Emirates that all 
crew members were safe and none required 
medical attention. 

They were expected to arrive in Fujairah 
next week, the department said. 

Piracy in Somalia rose sharply last year, with 
35 reported incidents compared to two in 2004, 
according to the Intemational Maritime Bureau. 
The bandits target both passenger and cargo ves- 
sels for ransom or to loot. AP 


RP fishermen 
rescued on 
Arabian Sea isle 


‘MUMBAI, INDIA—MORE THAN 30 FISH- 
ептеп swam to safety after their trawler ran 
aground on an uninhabited island in the 
‘Arabian Sea during the monsoon, Indian 
coastguard officials said Monday. 

Тһе 32 fishermen from the Philippines, 
China, Taiwan, Меат and Indonesia 
abandoned their vessel the Isabel after it 
started listing dangerously and swam to 
Suheli Par island, according toa statement. 

‘Another sailor was picked up by helicopter. 

‘They were all later airlifted to Kavaratti 
island for medical treatment. Kavaratti is 
the headquarters of the Lakshadweep 
group of coral islands 250 kilometers off 
the southwest coast of India. 

An inquiry has begun into how the 
trawler ran aground late Saturday while 
travelling from Oman to Singapore. AFP 


After Chinese, 
DOT now eyeing 
Indian travelers 


By Jerome Aning 


AFTER THE CHINESE, THE DEPARTMENT OF 
Tourism is now setting its eyes on getting a big 
share of the rising number of Indian travelers. 

"Tourism Secretary Joseph Ace Durano yester- 
day said the agency has decided to include the 
so-called “subcontinent” in its list of potential 
major tourist sources. India's outbound travelers 
are projected to reach 15 milion by 2014. 

Last year, DOT said the number of Indian trav- 
elers to the Philippines rose by 15.4 percent. The 
arrival figure, however, was only 0.30 percent of 
the seven million Indians who traveled overseas. 

Durano noted that while a majority of Indian 
travelers visited Europe and Southeast Asia, it 
was only Malaysia and Singapore that gamered 
a large volume of the Indian tourist traffic. 

‘Some 500,000 Indians visited Singapore last 
year and spent an average of $1,200 per visit. In- 
dian visitors to Singapore are projected this year 
to contribute one percent to the island city-states 
gross domestic product and create 20,000 jobs. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs earlier 
said it was studying the liberalization of travel 
paper processing for Indians. 

‘These include measures to simplify, expand 
and expedite travel visa application, approval 
and conversion for Indian tourists wanting to 
sample Filipino natural, cultural, adventure 
and shopping destinations. 

DFA was also studying a proposal to imple- 
menta visa-upon-arrival scheme for Indians. 

DOT last week hosted the First Philippines- 
India Tourism Exchange, which was high- 
lighted by a familiarization trip for 15 big 
travel agencies and market operators from 
the Indian cities of New Delhi and Mumbai 

DOT brought the travel and marketing ex- 
perts to Metro Manila, Tagaytay, Pagsanjan, 
Cebu and Bohol. 

Eduardo Jarque Jr, DOT undersecretary for 
tourism planning and promotions, said the agen- 
cy was looking for travelers who are city-dwellers, 
such as young professionals, who often bring their 
families or come with friends for foreign trips. 

“They move from place to place and they 
stay rather long,” Jarque told reporters. 
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CHUNG Hao Tsai, one of the five Taiwanese. 
arrested in Sunday night's raid on a shabu 
warehouse inParafiaque City.  aemzaom 
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5 Taiwanese arrested 
in shabu warehouse raid 


12th amg facility uncovered in Parañaque City 


FIVE TAIWANESE NATIONALS 
were arrested during a police 
raid Sunday night on a suspect- 
ed shabu warehouse in 
Parañaque City, the 12th illegal 
drugs facility to be discovered in 
the city since 2000. 


Those arrested were identified as Chung 
Hao Tsai, 41; Wu Sheng Chin, 43; Wang Chih 
Chung, 31; Chen Yin-Lu, 54 and Harry Fe, 36. 

‘The raid was carried out by the Philippine 
National Police Criminal Investigation and 
Detection Group (CIDG) on JPRG Interna- 
tional Trading, a seafood export company 
registered under the name of Jesus Pascual lo- 
cated at 6 Mayuga Compound, Pildera Street 
in Barangay Tambo. 

After a check with City Hall, Supt. Ronald 
Estilles, Parafiaque police chief, said the com- 
pany was operating illegally. He added that 
they would also summon the owner of the 
compound, Milagros Mayuga, for investiga- 
tion. 

The operatives led by Senior Supt. Zoilo 


Lachica, CIDG Central Luzon chief, started 
searching the compound at around 10 
p.m. Sunday. They found about 200 bot- 
Чез of chemicals and other equipment 
used to manufacture shabu, or metam- 
phetamine hydrochloride, which had been 

STAIWANESE/ AIS 


Join the 


MARIAN PILGRIMAGE 


Lourdes «7, Fatima 
Madrid, Montserrat, Rome, gc - 


Se 


Santiago de Compostela 
ius 
Zaragoza 
(Our Lady of the Pillar) 
Loyola (St. Ignatius) 


Assisi (St. Francis) 
Pisa, Torrelavega РЕ 
Departure Date: Avg. 20 - Sep. 03, 2006 
E 


FR. OLEGARIO COMMELARAN, OSB) 
As Pilgrimage Chaplain 
For details pls call 


Alice tel 8290537 / 09275542951 
Eder tel 8294527 / 09163400504 


YOUR PROBLEM: 


SEVERE DANDRUFF 
and SCALP IRRITATIONS 


SVENSON'S HAIR LOSS R; 


Scalp Corrective 
Treatments 


Shampoos alone may not be enough to stop excessive 
dandruff, oily hair and scalp, constant itchiness and other 
irritations that can lead to hair loss. You'll need a more 
advanced and effective solution: Svenson. Our Scalp 
Corrective Treatments will thoroughly cleanse your 
scalp to provide the ideal environment for healthier hair 
growth. You'll soon be free from the discomfort and 
embarrassment of your particular scalp problem: 


You don't have to suffer from dandruff and other 
irvitations. Take the Svenson solution for the correct. 
scalp maintenance. Call Svenson for a FREE hair and 
scalp check-up. 


four 


CALL 892- HAIR (4247) 
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lir Loss Misery Today. 


*Optra 1.6 L MT P599,000 
Optra 1.6 L AT P664,000 


Don't miss out on this hot deal. The sleek, luxury compact sedan Chevrolet Optra is now going for P69,000 less 
than its regular price. Rev up to your nearest dealer before this offer goes. 


Euro-tuned suspension * Total Noise Reduction System • 1.6 L engine 


For suaight-out cash buy. Promo until July 31, 2008. Per DTNCR Permit No. 1522, Series of 2006 


CHEVROLET 


In 


WE'LL BE THERE. 


3-VEAR OH 100,000 KM. =: cHeveover 


WARRANTY. "ROADSIDE: 
fwmeneven comes ниту 


Руа 


208606000001 


I) Test drive today at your nearest ChevroleUEM dealer: MAKATI 867-8183 to 87 + QUEZON AVENUE 374-1250 TÖ 59 « SHAW 595-4944, 523-6349, 533-8375, 533-1263 + 
PASIG 672-1812 to 14, 672-1486 + ALABANG 771-1206 to 09 + NORTH EDSA 374-9992 to 97, 374-9953 » MANILA 564-0129 * CEBU (032) 234-0426 t 
PAMPANGA (O45) 963-3333, (045) 860-2000 DAVAO (082) 300-7777, (082) 235-3811 DAGUPAN (075) 523 7771. (075) 523-1835, (075) 515.5577 * lollo (033) 329.2888. 
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By Jocelyn R. Uy 


AN EARLY MORNING FIRE YESTERDAY 
gutted a public market in Lower Bicutan, 
Taguig City, destroying PIS million 
worth of property and injuring four per- 
sons, бте officials sai 

‘Vendors and stall owners of the mar- 
ket, located at the corner of M.L. Que- 
zon Street and General Santos Avenue, 
were just starting their day when they 
heard a series of explosions coming 
from a stall selling groceries near the 


causing 


“Som 


wet market section at around 6:25 a.m. 
Witnesses told city fire marshal Se- 
nior Insp. Virgilio dela Paz that a vendor 
accidentally cut an electrical wire while 
opening his stall's accordion-type door, 


bundle of fireworks kept in the store. 


spark. Then I heard a series of explo- 
sions, and later, I saw big flames,” An- 
nalisa Inguito, 23, a waitress at a near- 
by burger stand, said. 

But Dela Paz told the INQUIRER yester- 


‘sparks that could have ignited а 


lething must have have caused a 


5 Taiwanese arrested 


From page AIT 


buried underground. 

The bottles, placed on several wooden 
racks, were found in three areas in the com- 
pound. 

Scene of the Crime Operatives yesterday 
identified some of the chemicals as thionyl 
chloride and pyridine, the main components 
in producing shabu. 

Director Jesus Versoza, CIDG chief, said the 
unearthed chemicals could produce “millions 
of pesos worth” of shabu. 

“But we still don't know yet how much the. 
chemicals are worth because there could be 
others hidden in other parts of the warehouse 
that have yet to be excavated,” he explained. 

Versoza also believed that the group oper- 
ating the warehouse could have been plan- 
ning to put up a drug laboratory based on the 
chemicals and equipment found at the site. 

The equipment included fermenters, dry- 
ers, ovens, funnels, а heating mantle and a 
freezer. 

Lachica said the raid was carried out after 
Judge Aida Estrella Macapagal of the 
Parafiaque Regional Trial Court Branch 195 
issued a search warrant against Chung on Ju- 
у1з. 

According to the Central Luzon CIDG chief, 
they applied for a search warrant after learn- 
ing from intelligence agents that a certain 
group from Parafiaque City was planning to 
transport chemicals and other ingredients 
used in manufacturing shabu to Pampanga. 

"We placed this warehouse under surveil- 
lance for a month after learning about the in- 
formation,” Lachica told the INQUIRER yester- 
day. 

Estilles said seven warehouses had already 
been discovered in Multinational Village and 
one each in Marina Subdivision, Bayview Vil- 
lage, Merville Subdivision and Sun Valley 
Subdivision, all їп Parafiaque, since 2000. 


illegal drugs. 
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Taguig public market razed 


day that the fireworks could have i 
ed on its own. “Firecrackers, when kept 
over a certain period of time, produces 
heat, causing them to ignite on its 
own,” he said. 
The five-hour blaze, which reached 
Task Force Bravo, gutted the entire mar- 
ket and destroyed roughly 230 stalls 
and offices, said Edgardo Valencia, 
market administrator. 
‘Two fire volunteers — Dennis Ajon 
and Ricky Mislang — and two market 
vendors identified as Nena Sagarano 


ABARANGAY official examines suspected drug-making equipment 
found in the warehouse. Policemen also discovered hundreds of 
bottles found to contain essential ingredients in the manufacture of 


REMZAMORA 


and Cocoy Dimala were injured. Ajon 
sustained first degree burns on the face 
and arms while Mislang injured his foot 
when he stepped on a protruding nail. 

The two vendors suffered abrasions 
and cuts while trying to save their mer- 
chandise. 

Mayor Freddie Tinga, meanwhile, 
was on the scene to oversee the fire- 
fighting operations and mobilize the 
police under Supt. Alfred Corpus 
against looters and other criminals who 
could take advantage of the situation. 


Atienza aide 
suspended 


By Tina G. Santos 


MANILA MAYOR LITO ATIENZA YESTERDAY 
ordered the preventive suspension for 60 
days of Noli Sugay, his special assistant, who 
accused of killing a jeepney driver in Tondo 
last week. 

The suspension, according to the memo- 
randum issued by the mayor, would take ef- 
fectimmediately. 

“This isto give an impartial outlook toward 
the case. Suspending him would erase doubts 
that I'm taking up the cudgels for him. | want 
to be fair to everybody—to him and to those 
accusing him,” Atienza told reporters. 

Charges were also formally filed yesterday 
against Sugay at the Department of Justice. 

Chief Insp. Alejandro Yanquiling, chief of 
the MPD homicide division, said Sugay was 
charged with murder, two counts of attempt- 
ed homicide and illegal discharge of firearm. 

“Maski sino pa ang sangkot sa anumang 
masamang gawain, kahit miyembro ng aking 
pamilya, ay dapat managot sa kasalanang 
kanyang nagawa (Anyone involved in any 
anomaly, even members of my family, should 
answer for their deeds). We'll let the natural 
course of justice take its course," he added. 

Sugay was tagged by witnesses as the опе 
who shot victim Aries Luriz, 27, of Coral 
Street, Tondo, over a petty parking dispute. 

‘The mayor recalled that last Friday, when 
news about Sugay broke out, he immediately 
advised the latter to present himself to the 
Manila Police District to air his side. 

“Hangad namin ang katotohanan at kung 
sino man ang may sala ay magdurusa sa ku- 
lungan (We want the truth and anyone who 
committed a crime should suffer in jail),” 
Atienza said as he called on other witnesses to 
come forward and shed light on the case. 


MRT offers free rides for PWDs until July 23 


By Riza T. Olchondra 

Sunday, 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (PWDs) 
can ride for free this week on the Metro. 
Rail Transit as part of the celebration of 
National Disability Prevention and Re- 
habilitation (ЧОРА) Week. 


The free rides can be availed of up to 


between 5 to 7 p.m. Transportation As- 
sistant Secretary Roberto T. Lastimoso 
said the additional benefit for PWDs 
was aimed at encouraging them to join 
the activities lined up for the celebra- 


July 23, from 7 to 9 a.m. and 


REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
KAGAWARAN NG EDUKASYON 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


‘PROCUREMENT SERVICI 


E 


"oor S08, Sb Floor, Mabini Big, бер!) Complex. Mero Avenue, Pasig Cry 


Nate intus r 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


The DopED B and Awards Commies (BAC) mio pela baders to app fx ety эла ob for spy of 
venues мїн board and lodging, accommodations, conference rooms fr workenops aig or seminars 


Indicated below 


лет Dascriplion of Events; 
No. Date Needed! 

No. of pax 
Enduser 


Ares of 


m 
Wants 


Approved 
Budget forthe 
Contract (ABC) 
"nPhipone 
Peso 


Probe 
Conference 


‘Seminar Workshop on Public 
‘Accountability & Graf Proventon 1 
‘Sept 5-7, 2006/S00-HROS 


Php 440,000.00 


Basic Engish Training for Non- 
Teaching Personnel’ Sept. 26-28, 
2008/ 800-908 


Php 42000000 


Training on GAD Program on 
Prevention of Violence Against 
Women and Children Sept 26-29, 
2008/ SDD-HRDS 


150000000 


Onor 


Training on GAD program on 
Prevention of Violence Against 
Women and Children’ Oct. 24-27, 
2006/ SOD-HROS 


betore 
10:00am, 
August 8, 
2006, at he 
Butwagan 


Training on GAD Program on 
Menitring and Evaluation! Nov. 14- 
16, 2008/ SDD-HRDS 


No 
DepED, 


Training on GAD Program on 
Mentoring and Evaluation! Nov. 28- 
30, 2006/ SDD-HRDS. 


Complex 
[x 
Avenue, 
Pasig Ciy 


Training on GAD Program on 
Mentonng and Evaluation Dec. 12- 
14/2008/ SOD-HRDS 


Counselors and Coordinators Nov. 
7-8, 2006/ SOD-HRO 


Training on Develop 
Counseling Skits for Guidance 
Counselors and Coordinators! Nov. 
21-23, 2006) SDD-HRDS. 


Php 4805000 09 


Bids receved that exceed the ABC par йет shall Бе rejected. 
rejected. А bidder may bid for one or more ems. 


The Bidding Documents shall be avaiable atthe BAC Secretari 


Bids in excess of Php 1200 O0 pauióay chal also Бе 


iat. Procurement Service, Room 508. Sth Foor. Mabini 


Eidg.. DepED Complex. Meralco Avenue, Pasig Сау. stating July 11 to July 26, 2006 upon payment of a nan- 


fefundabie fee of PhP 500.00 in cash to the DepED Cashier. 


Bidding shal be conducted п accordance with procedures under the Implementing Rules and Reguiatons of R A 9184, 
otherwise known asthe Government Procurement Reform Act Information s aso avaiable at itp www deped gov ph 


Or www procurementservice arg or call DepED-PS at telephone 


то. 636.85 430r fax no. 6350542. 


DepED-BAC reserves the right to accept or reject any ог эй bids, to annul the bidding process, or declare fure of 
bidding at any ume prior to contract award without thereby incuring any lab lone aecied partes 


(PDL Dy 11 18,2000) 


(дв) ATTY. CAMILO MIGUEL M. MONTESA 
‘Assistant Secretary and BAC Charperson 


tion of NDPR Week. 

To avail of the free rides, PWDs 
should present their transportation dis- 
count fare ID card or any ID from a 
PWD-affiliated agency at any MRT sta- 
tion. The transportation discount fare 
ID card is issued by the National Coun- 


examined. 


IN SATURDAYS COLUMN, 
there was more to the cancellation of 
the US visa of former Agriculture Un- 
dersecretary 
Bolante than what was reported. 

The US immigration office held 
Bolante in custody after the US Em- 
bassy in Manila recommended the 
cancellation of his visa. 

Now, it seems my speculation is 
coming true. 

I got word that some Filipino- 
Americans are filing a suit against 
Bolante in the US to compel him to re- 
veal how he disbursed the P728 mil- 
lion supposedly intended for farmers. 

My source, who's knowledgeable 
about the workings of the US judicial 
system, said the Fil-Ams think that 
part of the P728 million could have 
come from US aid or loans to the 
Philippines. 

The suit is called "discovery pro- 
ceedings.” 

Bolante could be summoned by a 
federal court to appear and be cross- 


Jocelyn 


If the former agriculture undersc- 
retary is found to have illegally dis- 
bursed the P728 million, he would be 
charged ina federal court. 

‘The persons who could have con- 
spired with him would also face simi- 
lar charges. 

‘Some people in the Macapagal-Ar- 
royo administration must be having 
sleepless nights. 


cil for the Welfare of Disabled Persons 
which is located at the SRA main build- 
ing at North Avenue, Diliman, Quezon 
Ciy. 

PWDs without a valid ID card, how- 
ever, can still ride for free on the MRT if 
they can show proof of their disability. 


I SAID 


"JocJoc" 


ate and our courts. 


eral exposed. 
pected thief? 


even if he asks for it. 


persecutio: 


1 beg to disagree with my friend 
and compadre, former Solicitor 
General Frank Chavez, that the US 
government and Malacafiang con- 
spired to keep Bolante in the US so 
he would be out of reach of the Sen- 


The Senate is investigating the 
alleged P728-million fertilizer fund 
scam that the former solicitor gen- 


Why would the US protect a sus- 
Bolante cannot be given asylum 


Why? He is not running away 
from political, religious or ethnic 


‘What he's running away from is 
an accusation of a heinous crime 
that the US will never countenance. 


A political analyst I talked with 
said that Bolante was arrested in the 
US so he could be brought back to the 
Philippines to face a charge that 
could be filed against him in connec- 
tion with the alleged fertilizer scam. 
But that presupposes that some Fil- 
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METROBRIEFS — | 
Judge gets 6 years 


FOR SUBJECTING two giris, aged 13 and 16, to cruel- 
ty and abuse more than a decade ago, a Caloocan City 
judge will be spending up to six years behind bars. A 
Quezon City court yesterday found Caloocan City 
Branch 121 Judge Adoracion Angeles guilty of two 
‘counts of child abuse for beating up her godchild and 
а giri who had served as her housemaid. Quezon City 
Regional Trial Court Branch 100 Judge Marie Christine 
Jacob sentenced Angeles to a maximum jail term of. 
six years, eight months and one day. The court found 
sufficient evidence that Angeles had maltreated Pro- 
yn Pacay, then 13, and Nancy Gaspar, then 16, be- 
tween Jan. 19, 1995 and March 2, 1995, in her Que- 
топ Сау residence. Pacay was a Camarines Sur native 
"who had been brought to Manila to serve as Angeles 
housemaid, while Gaspar was the judge's godchild 
Who had been living with her since she was 10. in 
March 1992, the two complained to police about the 
physical and psychological abuse they suffered at the 
hands of the accused, court records showed. They re- 
‘counted several instances in which Angeles kicked 
them in the head, slapped and punching them, and 
subjected them to verbal abuse. Angeles told the court. 
thatthe accusations were lies. But Jacob gave greater. 
credence to the victims’ accounts, DJ Yap 


Let us int 
ENVIRONMENTAL ad- 
vocales that developed 
the Arrocero Forest 
Park in Mania are be- 
coming increasingly 
worried about the con- 
dition ofthe trees inthe 
park which they planted 
more than 10 years ago. 
Regina Paterno, presi- 
dent of Winner Founda- 
ton, sad security offi- 
‘cers refused entry to their members when they went 
tothe park last Sunday. "The guard said members of 
Winner Foundation are not allowed inside, apparently 
upon the orders of their higher-ups," Paterno told the 
Iouirer. The foundation, which was declared the park 
caretaker under a memorandum of agreement signed 
several years ago, has been at loggerheads with the 
Mania City government over the building of a school 
buiding in the compound. Tina G. Santos 


Comedian sues restaurant 
COMEDIAN and impersonator Christopher Borja, 
popularly known as Inday Garutay, fled смі 
charges against the Aruba Bar and Restaurant in 
Pasig City yesterday and asked for at least. 
660,000 in damages. Borja Пей the sut after he 
was asked to leave the restaurant on July 4 for 
wearing "inappropriate ciothing"— dangling ear- 
rings, a bell-sleeved beige blouse and a pair of black 
pants, secured by a big silver bet. "I am fling the 
case because | don't want this to happen again. Itis 
not right that we are discriminated against just be- 
cause we are crossdressers," Borja told reporters at 
the Pasig City Regional Trial Court Office. Sought 
for comment, a purchasing officer of the bar, told 
the Inoue that it was their rule not to allow cross- 
dressers inside the premises. Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


Call for assistance 

THE FAMILY of 1-year-old Enrique Belo Jr. of 
Cubao, Quezon City needs your help. The child, who 
was diagnosed with severe pneumonia, passed 
away last July 13. His family is appealing to kind- 
hearted individuals who can help them pay the 
child's hospital and funeral expenses. Before his 
death, Enrique was confined for several weeks in 
the intensive care unit of the Quirino Memorial Med- 
ical Genter in Project 4, Quezon Ciy. His medicine 
alone cost the family over P5,500 a day. Those who 
would ike to help the family can call 0915-9283658 
ог deposit their donations at any Metrobank branch 
under account number 3-320-150065. 


It's better Bolante is tried in the US 


ipino-Americans have not filed a suit 
against the former agriculture under- 
secretary ina federal court. 

The US proceedings—if a suit had 
been filed in the US—would have pri- 
ority over a criminal case that could 
be filed against Bolante in the coun- 


Ifyou ask some people, it would be 
better for Bolante to be tried in the US 
than here. 

In the United States, he cannot 
bribe the judges. 

Neither can he use the influence of 
his friends in the Arroyo administra- 
tion 

“Nobody can hawak те, 

With that classic statement com- 
ing from outgoing Armed Forces 
Chief of Staff Generoso Senga, for- 
mer President Erap no longer holds 
the distinction of speaking 
"carabao" English. 

Bakit kasi di na lang niya tinaga- 
log (Why didn't he speak in Tagalog 
(Filipino) instead?) 

Senga's English is one reason our 
educational system should revert to 
English as the medium of instruction. 

Our people need to be proficient in 
English since a big part of the popula- 
tion works overseas. 

Foreign employers won't be able to 
understand our overseas workers if 
they speak the language the way Sen- 
ga does. 


- Dip YOU KNOW 


DID YOU know that Quezon City was once the country's capital? 
‘Quezon City was declared the capital of the Philippines in 1948 by Republic Act 333, taking away the title from Manila, 
which had been the capital since 1571. Former President Ferdinand Marcos, however, reestablished Manila in 1976 as the 
Philippine capital and the permanent seat of the national government. In Presidential Decree 940, Marcos explained, "Mani- 
la has always been, to the Filipino people and in the eyes of the world, the premier city of the Philippines, it being the center 
of trade, commerce, education and culture." 


Cyril L. Bonabente, PDI Research 
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UN to push hard for Lebanon stabilization force 


ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA— Unit- wanted the UN to "look seriously" j 

ed Nations Security Council mem- at options for boosting an inter- Canada mourns 7i nationals 

bers will on Monday start hammer- national monitoring force on the j, 7, P 

ing out a detailed agreement on ; inclines boie ami killed in raid on Lebanon 

deploying a multilateral security 4 UN force has been in the area for 

force to Lebanon, UN Secretary x many years. MONTREAL—CANADIAN FOR- dian couple and their three children, 

General Kofi Annan said. All G8 leaders have acknowl- eign Minister Peter MacKay ex- killed in an Israeli air strike near the 
World leaders at a Group of Eight edged Israel's right to self-de- pressed condolences late Sunday _Israel-Lebanon border. 

summit in St. Petersburg had raised 2 fense. But US President George forthe deaths of seven Canadian The family had arrived in 

the possibility of a force at the week- : W. Bush has pushed this harder citizens killed during an Israeli Lebanon 10 days ago for a vaca- 

end. But Annan, after talks with ^ than his counterparts and been airstrike in southern Lebanon. tion in the village of their birth- 

British Prime Minister Tony Blair, ёле more explicit in blaming Hezbol- “On behalf of the government place. 

said he would push ahead with the 


lah, and its backers Syria and of Canada, I extend my deepest The foreign minister’s state- 
plan as a matter of urgency. ( b Iran, for the violence. sympathiestothelovedonesof ment also spoke of three Canadi- 


Blair and Annan told reporters Burns said a beefed-up multi- those killed and wounded," ans injured in the attack. Radi 
they will take discussions forward b lateral force could help convince MacKay said in a statement Canada reported that four ch 
‘on Monday with Security Council ANNAN ata session of GB leaders July 17. Israel to halt its offensive. MacKay said the Canadian Em- dren were among six Lebanese- 
members. With China's President "Unless Israel knows that Баззу in Beiruthad been in direct Canadians injured in the attack. 
Hu Jintao in St. Petersburg as а with recommendations by the leaders said they would “welcome Hezbollah has been pushed back, contact with the family whose Amid continuing Israeli air 
guest, all five permanent members end of this week. an examination” of а multilateral Israelis going tohavenoconfidence homeinsouthernlebanonwas raids and Hezbollah rocket at- 
are present at the summit. Опсе the Security Council had security force. But Blair went fur- that Hezbollah wont have the ca- hit by shelling Sunday, and offi- tacks on Israel, Ottawa is pla 

“I intend to pursue this with agreed on the force, it would ther saying the forcewasessential. pacity to do what it’s doing in the cialsinOttawahadbeenindirect ning ап evacuation of Canadians 
the other leaders, as Т have with need а contingent of well-  “Theonlywayinmy view weare future, whatirsbeendoingoverthe contact with immediate family from Lebanon, MacKay earlier 
the prime minister (Blair), later equipped troops ready to deploy going to get a cessation of hostilities last couple of weeks,” he said. members living in Canada. told CTV television. 
on,” Annan said. tothe region quickly, headded. is if we have the deployment of an Bush said in St. Petersburgon ^ "Ourthoughtsandprayersare “These ships have been se- 

“Several of the countries here Israeli bombing killed 17 peo- intemational force into that area Monday he was "most pleased" with their families and loved cured, we'll be getting them toa 
arealso key members of the Secu- ple in Lebanon on Sunday in an that can stop the bombardment with the G8 statement on the onesinthistimeofneed,and we coastal position off Lebanon. 
rity Council and I expect them to offensive to punish militant coming over into Israel and there- Middle East crisis. The statement will make every efort toassist We're also working to secure the 
work with us to get the package group Hezbollah for rocket at- fore gives Israel the reason to stop blamed extremists for the vio- thematthisdifficulttime,” the safe passage of these vessels, and 
that will push this forward.” tacks on targets inside Israel апд its attacks on Hezbollah," hesaid. lence and said Israel was entitled foreign minister said. that includes seeking assurance 

Annan said his officials in the the seizure of Israeli soldiers. US Undersecretary of State to defend itself, but must exercise According to Lebanese police, Буе from all the parties there," he 
region should report back to him 1л а declaration on Sunday G8 Nicholas Burns said Washington restraint. Reuters ofthedead were alebanese-Cana- — said. 


Thousands rally for Mexico vote recount WoRLDBRIEFs 


мо ке ped Mises GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip—israel on Monday bombed the empty Palestini- 
атон an Foreign Ministry building for the second time in less than а week, call- 
Deportes oe etis аз i Q ing ita warning to the ruling Hamas and keeping up pressure as it 
o searched for a kidnapped soldier. Israel launched an offensive into the 
Manuel Lopez Obrador, filled this Gaza Strip on June 28 after Hamas-linked militants carried out a cross- 
city’s historic central plaza to border attack on a military outpost, killing two soldiers and capturing 
demonstrate their support for his one other. As part of its campaign to release the soldier and halt rocket 
demand for a vote-by-vote re- fire on southern Israel, the army has bombed government buildings and 
count of Mexico's disputed July 2 targeted militants. Last week, Lebanon's Hezbollah guerrillas joined the 
election. fray, attacking a military patrol in northern Israel, killing eight soldiers 
The crowds at this rally—sev- and capturing two others. Since then, Israel has been fighting a two- 
eral hundred thousand—were л a front campaign, continuing its Gaza offensive while relentlessly attack- 
considerably larger than the last б i = ing Hezbollah, which has also fired hundreds of rockets at Israel. In on- 
and seemed to indicate that the Б Sek. ERAR 3 going fighting in the West Bank, militants killed an Israeli soldier and 
movement started by the embat- 3 Sen 22 Ar e ? wounded six others on Monday when they set off a bomb near the 
Пей former mayor of Mexico City Ses Tus 29 Tos е x troops, who were carrying out an arrest raid in Nablus. Hundreds of 
Temained strong. PESE EET Г 3 ge : Palestinians gathered atthe scene in Nablus celebrating the attack, 
lopet Оман ШМ Vibe ; E ? cheering over the soldier's remains. In the latest bombing of the Pales- 
throngs Gf people scaring his js z д soy : г tinian Foreign Ministry, a wing of the building collapsed and dozens of 
ыма, dure PANE Wat NR COO d ? : GS, houses nearby were damaged, injuring nine people. AP 
much to ask to resolve the politi- & А ^ y ч imer’s li 
cal crisis that has gripped the na- 3t : ENS xsara] Diabetes-Alzheimer’s link 
жа Mie брака Оор de- 4 x: s z S SEVERAL new studies suggest that diabetes increases the risk of 
а EE NN ғ > AER RENS] Alzheimer's disease, adding toa store of evidence that links the disorders. 
ке alice tie seen ce sepa vivus The studies involve only Type 2 diabetes, the most common kind, which is 
ee digan cci sands gather in support of Mexico presidential candidate An usually related to obesity. The connection raises an ominous prospect: that. 
S Bae en Obrador to demand a ballot by ballot recount of the July 2 elections in Mexico City, July 16. increases in diabetes, a major concern in the United States and worldwide; 
В ‘may worsen the rising toll from Alzheimer's. But some of the studies also 
‘That victory has yet to be certi- urged his followers to conduct ulously engineered to move legally necessary; since the votes fin that measures to prevent or control diabetes may ower the dementia 
fied by the Federal Electoral Tri- nonviolent acts of civil disobedi- Mexico toward democracy after were already counted on election risk and that certain diabetes drugs should be tested to find whether they 
bunal as it weighs a legal chal- ence, including sit-ins at the 300 decades of autocratic, one-party night by citizens recruited at ran- сап help Alzheimer's patients, even those without diabetes. Current treat- 
lenge from Lopez Obrador. Inthe district election offices across the гше. dom to be poll workers. ments for Alzheimer's can provide only a modest improvement in symp- 
meantime, he seems determined country ‘Arturo Sarukhan, aleadingad- ^ Lopez Obrador charged that toms and cannot stop the progression of the disease. The new findings 
to keep up pressure on the tri- — Calderon and his supporters viser to Calderon, said that his the voting was riddled with mis- were presented Sunday by the Alzheimer's Association at a six-day confer- 
bunal to grant his demand fora зау that their victory is legiti- candidatewouldacceptarecount takes and rigged against him by ence in Madrid, Spain, attended by 5,000 researchers from around the 
recount. mate and that a recount would і one is ordered by the electoral President Vicente Fox, who open- мон. One of the new studies found that even people who had borderline 
Lopez Obrador and supporters do more harm than good to an tribunal. But he said his candi- ly supported Calderon, who is diabetes were 70 percent more likely than those with normal blood sugar to 
who helped organize the rally electoral system that was metic- date does not believe a recountis from the same party. NYT develop Alzheimer's. NYT 
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The BMW One-Year Deferred Payment Plan. 
Extended until July 30, 2006. 


+ The One-Year Deferred Payment Plan starts with a 50% downpayment. 
= The first monthly payment follows only after one year or on the 13th month. 
* Monthly payments can be extended up to 2 years. 

This innovative ownership solution is available on all brand new BMW models. 


Autohaus BMW 184 E. Rodriguez Jc Avenue, Libis, Quezon City  TeL(02) 6380734 » Fax (02) 4380419 
ботосу ОТА Promo prado 20, 208 Spots e mara из. Per OT NCA Prnt а 3143, Senis а 2008. 
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Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


Japan readies new 


ў 


j 


sanctions as Nokor 
rejects UN demand 


TOKYO—JAPAN IS CONSIDERING FURTHER ECONOMIC SANC- 
tions against North Korea following Pyongyang's rejection of a UN 
Security Council resolution demanding the suspension of its ballis- 
tic missile program, reports said Monday. 


The Security Council unanimously adopted 
Saturday the resolution condemning Py- 
ongyangs missile launches and demanding 
the suspension of its ballistic missile program, 
but the isolated communist state rejected the 
“brigandish” resolution and vowed to bolster 
its defenses. 

Japanese Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo 
Abe ordered officials Sunday to examine fur- 
ther sanctions following Pyongyang's rejec- 
tion of the UN resolution, Jiji Press and the 
Yomiuri Shimbun newspaper reported. 

Farther sanctions could include suspension 
of cash remittances to impoverished North 
Korea, which depends on financial help from 
ethnic Koreans in Japan, a ban on bilateral 
trade and freezes on North Korean assets in 
Japan, reports said. 

The UN Security Council resolution re- 
quires all member states to prevent the pro- 
curement of missiles or missile related items, 
materials, goods and technology from North 
Korea and the transfer of any financial re- 
sources in relation to North Korea's missile or 
weapons of mass destruction programs. 

Based on the resolution, Japan may call for 
other countries to join hands in implementing 
effective financial sanctions to deter remit- 
tances through a third country, Jiji Press said. 

Japan was quick to impose sanctions, al- 
though in a reserved manner, after Dy- 
ongyang launched seven ballistic missiles in- 
cluding a long-range Taepodong-2 which the- 
oretically could reach US soil. 


Every new peso deposit or auto loan with us gives 


REUTERS 


Tokyo has banned a major ferry link, visits 
by diplomats and charter flights from North 
Korea following the missile launches. 

Japan is one of the strongest critics of 
North Korea. It is particularly sensitive as Py- 
ongyangs previous test of a long-range mis- 
sile, the Taepodong-1, flew over Japan into 
the Pacific Ocean in 1998. 

North Korea is also widely reviled here Юг its 
past kidnappings of Japanese civilians to train its 
spies, а row that has prevented the two countries 
from establishing diplomatic relations. — AFP 


you a chance to win an American-inspired | 


And to make banking even more rewarding, we are giving away gift certificates from Rustan's, Abenson, Samsonite, and Yellow Cab Pizza Co. 
for fresh peso deposits made and 24-Hour Plus worldwide Personal Accident Insurance cover worth P500,000 for new auto loans. 


Get а chance to win in our 
2nd and Grand Draws! 


оошуу 4 Winners! 


Vacation for two (2) 
3D/2N stay at Camp John Hay Manor 
P3,000 pocket money 


List of Winners: 

Atty. ALBERTO M. DIAZ 

EFRAIN JUAN L. SOTO 

ENRIQUE and JUANCHO DE GUZMAN 
FERNANDO H. MURO 

IRENEA HERRERA 


MARIA THERESA CARAAN 
MENCHIE HAO 

VERONICA MARINAS 
VIRGILIO ANDAL 
ZENAIDA DIMALANTA 
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PFLAM BARING 


А Member of 


le American international Group Inc. 


Open or increase your deposit with 
us or avail of an auto loan now! 


Visit or call any Philam Bank branch near you or dial 813-9772 loc. 2033 
(Mondays to Fridays, 8:30am - 5:30pm), 


Promo runs from May 22 to October 31, 2006 only. 


See posters and flyers lor more details. 


КЕЕШ ents таро Depost surance Corporation, 
Maximum Depost insurance о each Depositor P250,000.00 


лш holiday! 


Per DTENCR Permit No. 2953, Saros of 2008 


The Philam Group of Companies offers you a full range of financial services: 
Life and General Insurance + Property and Casualty insurance • Health Care Management + Pro-need Plans + Savings end Mortgage 


Mutual Fund Investments • Property Development > Credit Cards + Business Processing Service • Bancassurance + Financial Advisory 


Service 
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epulse Altas 


By Marc Anthony Reyes ? " " 5 of the way with key gunner Khiel Misa nursing  lossforJRU. 
Л four fouls just before halftime. The varsity scores: 
я Femandez topscored with 14 points and Second Game 
THE LAW OF AVERAGES AL- р added seven rebounds and two steals, while LETRAN 60—Bauista t4, Aban 12, Mondragon 8, Daa 7, 
most caught up with Letran Aaron Aban made 12 points and 12 rebounds. Baineg 8, Quinday 5, Jazu! S, Faundo 2, Malegrito 1, Reasta 0, 
yesterday. Well, at least in the á T In the other seniors game, Jose Rizal U nailed Guevara 0, Dangoa 0. 
first half К its first victory at the expense of host St. Benilde, PERPETUAL 48—Bauzon 12, Misa 11, Reyes 6, Jo 6; 
rst half. А 72-70. It was the Heavy Bombers frst win after Manue! Racho 4 Kong 4 Mendoza 0, Manalang O, Lee 0. " 
The defending losing their first four games. Quarters: 7-18, 27-26, 44-34, 60-48 
W L| champion Knights dd In junior play, Richard Mojadoscored220fhis Fourth Game 
Letran 5 struggled at the outset ^ ; game-high 27 points in thesecond halfas the Per- JOSE RIZAL U72—Dedicatoria 22, Wison 16, Sena 10, No- 
SanBeda — 4 before making key ad- 1 AES реа! Help Altalettes bested the Letran Squires, com 8, Pradas 6, Cagoco 4, Se 4, Hayes 2, Fenaquito 0, Burao 
PCU ч Justments in the final Җ T| 80-72, for their first win in five games. The 0, Montemayor0, Echane 0 Callan 0, Pra. 
2 
2 
1 


(Smart) 


STANDINGS 


Mapua мо фаз to È VOS, M EZ SE] Knights absorbed ther ith straight loss. ST. BENILDE 70—ira 4k 21, Robes 13, Johnston 13, 
S. Sebastian trounce Perpetual, 60- А P The Light Bombers dealt the Greenies their Layug 7, Sevila 5, Akiover 4, David 4, Manlapaz 2, Libunao 1, 
Perpetual 48, and keep their e. third straight loss with a 91-75 victory in theoth- Manding 0, Devaras 0, Cadiz 0, Urra IO. 


Jose Rizal record immaculate in Tewas the fourth win against опе — Quaten:16-15,4228,6047, 72.7 
St. Benilde 1 the NCAA men’s bas- eric gane aga 98 1S, 42:28, 6047., 72:70 


BAMESTOMORROW | кеа at the Ninoy 


эрке ЛЫГ Е- Түр Sw GREAT DEALS OF QUALITY 


12 noon—RU vs San. Boyet Bautista was 


Seeslanrs/S) | stumped by the Altas (Gig : А 
2pm—Parpetvalvs | trapping defense, (VS [ 

зап Воба (58/08) | throwing the Knights ts i 

usually fluid game into & | 

disarray and limiting them to just seven points in 3 А 

thefistquarter Thernisery continued tl the sec- ЙЗ x x 2 TRUCKS, PASSENGER VANS & SUVs 
ond canto, which saw Leran trail Бу as many as } 

12 points, 24-12, on a jumper by Fritz Bauzon. r BIG Diner TI July 

“We noticed that they double-team Boyet right WU VUE езш 


on the first dribble,” said Letran coach Louie Alas. 7 Ў 
"The double was there right away and he - Lo B 
couldn't find room to pass the ball.” < 
Alas immediate prescription was to anticipate 
a double on top of the key once the double team. 
sets in. But the veteran point-guard often chal- 
Jenged the defense thrown at him. 
"The rest of the team got confused because 
Boyer wasn't moving the ball well said Alas 
The Knights learned fast, however, and foiled 
the help defense with speedier ball movement 
and superb shooting (23-0f 57) to register their 
fifth straight win. 
The Alias who fell to 2-4, didnt have а PERPETUAL'S Josef Racho uncorks a reverse lay-up against Letran's 
counter-move up their sleeves and toiled ћете. Hafer Mondragon in their game yesterday. m 


j | . V Take 3 of 
ковила ын Honda’s hottest cars 
Rubillar 1 2 > out for a test spin. 


it 4 


Е 


goes for | 
interim " 
crown 


FILIPINO JUANITO 
Rubillar, ranked No. 1 
light flyweight by the. 
World Boxing Council, 
takes on No. 2 
Wendee Singwancha 
today for the organi- 
zation's interim title in 
a 12-round showdown 
in Bangkapi district, 
меһ | And then take them home 
ordered the Rubillar- i 
quee with these hot deals. 
determine who be- 
tween them will next. 
challenge WBC light 
flyweight champ Bri- 
an Viloria, should the 
Fil-American suc- 
cessfully defend his 
tide on Aug. 10 
against Mexican 
Omar Nino Romero. 
The 29-year-old Ru- 
billar is tabbed a slight 
favorite over Singwan- 
cha owing to the quali- Test drive your dream Honda City, Jazz or CR-V at 
Lebe O AN any Honda dealer and get really easy financing plans 
the Thai is described to drive them home afterwards! With LOW 
by the press as "some- downpayments and онеш t this duy. Я 
‘one who can't стаскап getting your City, Jazz or CR-V is fast and easy when 
egg" you Test 'N Take home your Honda! CEY P572,000 P85,800 P11,057 P286,000 P6,411 
The 26-year-old Te 
Singwancha, however, 


pu 
wostewmew | Promo lasts until | ^" 


advantage and fans cry 366 
кше. July 31, 2006 only! ге P999,000 Р149,850 Р19,480 P499,500 P; 
petitive fight. 

Referee for today's 
tussleis Malcolm Bul- | * All plans are subject to bank approval (ВР! Family Savings Bank and RCBC Savings Bank) Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 2090 Series of 2006 


ner of Australia, while = ратуе. 
jüdgesareBad Voce | Visitany authorized dealers for details: Е У 7 wn 
of Australia, Japan's КЧ сы : AE TET ur mum жш шшк ro шыш VE) 


Капауа Takeaki and z Her E" ar r4 E 


E [ 31-1 Hb E Moped 
JaeBongKimofKorea. | 802026 tex gates et, Fate Uu te fea m ктү КОЕ 


Salven L Lagumbay Sci Ris бшш шыш Fh TIS 


P650,000 P97,500 P12,823 P325,000 P7,543 
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SPORTS 


lowly 


Singaporeans 


HONG KONG—DESPITE ITS BILLING AS ONE 
of the early favorites, the RF-Air21 squad is 
leaving nothing to chance as it opens up 
against Singapore Tuesday in the 15th East- 
colight Super Kung Sheung Cup international 
invitational basketball tournament at the 
Hong Kong Coliseum. 

Led by team captain Wynne Arboleda and 
brothers Yancy and Ranidel de Ocampo, the 11- 
man RPAir2] team arrived in this cosmopolitan 
Chinese territory early Monday afternoon and 
immediately plunged into a serious workout. 

Four of the RPAir21 players KG. Canaleta, 
Ronald Tubid and the De Ocampo brothers— 
came directly from Taipei, where the San Miguel 
Beer-supported RP team vied in the 2006 Wiliam 
Jones Cup basketball toumament 

‘The Filipinos, whose sint here is sponsored by 
Burlington, Accel and Federal Tyres, take the 
floor at 2 p.m. against a Singapore national team 
thats expected to wilt early 

‘The Filipinos get their first taste of the tough 
‘competition when they take оп a Japanese squad 


backstopped by sever. 
al national players at 3 
pan. on Wednesday 

On Thursday. th 
Flipinos go up against 
lest years runner-up, 
the Chinese-American 
Selection of the United 
States at 7 pam. 

"Well do our best to 
win and bring honors 
to the country” said 
КРАШ head couch 
BoPerasol, who willbe 


GAMES TODAY 
(Hong Kang Calseum) 
2pm—RP-Ar2t 
vs. Singapore 
3:30 p.m.—Malaysia 
s Thaland 
6pm—Opening cor- 


830p m.—Hong 
Kong v. China 


assisted by Johny Tam. 

Tam piloted the FedEx team to a respectable 
third-place finish behind host Hong Kong and a 
team from the United States last year. 

Arboleda, Ranidel de Ocampo and Bruce Da- 
cia are the only holdovers from last year's team, 
which posted a 3-2 win-loss record in the week- 
long tournament hosted by the Hong Kong Bas- 
ketball Association (НВА), 


| ATENEO'S Маску Escalona tries to squeeze out ofa double-team 
| putupby UP's Arvin Braganza (left) and Galen Cacha in their UAAP 
game Sunday at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium. The Eagles won, 98-89. 


Lady Falcons rip newcomer National belles 


THE ADAMSON LADY FALCONS KEPT 
their reputation as a championship caliber 
team intact by whipping tournament. new- 
comer National U Lady Bulldogs, 97-28, at 
the start of women’s basketball hostilities 
in the UAAP Season 69 Sunday at the Uni- 
versity ofthe East Gym 5 in Manila 
Merenciana Arayi led the Lady Falcons, 
last years runners-up, with a game-high 


sists and two steals. 


points in the second quarter. 


27 points on top of 11 rebounds, five as- 


The Lady Falcons started the blowout 
by limiting the Lady Bulldogs to just two 


University of the Philippines, last years 
third placer, made mincemeat of UE, last 
season's cellardweller 85-64, while No. 4 
Far Easter nipped University of Santo 


‘Tomas, 64-62, in the other matches. 


Katherine Sandel scattered 20 points, 
rebounds and issued 

four assists while Cherrylon Salvana and 
10 markers 


pulled down seven 


Ma. Leonora Ravago each 
for Adamson. 


п Mejia who had 10 


‘The Lady Bulldogs were paced by Jove- 
ints, eight re 
bounds and one steal. No other Lady Bull 


dog finished in double figures. 

Danielle Bautista had 18 points, Sihaya 
Sedorra had 16 and Anna Corrine Martha 
Asistio 14 for the Lady Maroons. 

The tournament resumes tomorrow at 
the Blue Eagle gym in Quezon City with 
teneo taking the йоог against UP at 8 
алі, NU facing FEU at 10 am. and UE 
battling UST at 12 noon. 


‘THUNDER STEALERS: Members of the victorious Team Europe (back row) celebrate their revenge victory over Team Asia (front row) during the awards rites 
Sunday of the MVP Cup: Asia vs. Europe 2 badminton challenge at the Araneta Coliseum. With the protagonists are PLDT and Smart chair Manuel V. Pangilinan, 
the tournament host (third from left, front row); former President Fidel V. Ramos; Badminton Association of the Phil 


Prieto, chair of tournament co-sponsor Philippine Daily Inquirer; and retired general Edgardo Aglipay, BAP vice president. 


SPORTSWATCH 
Tuguegarao hosts Shell youth Active chess 


THE 2006 SHELL NATIONAL YOUTH ACTIVE CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS RESUME 
оп July 22 and 23 with another huge field expected to dispute the titles in two divi- 
sions as well as berths in the grand finals at the People's Gymnasium in Tugue- 
garao City. The top three winners in each category in the seven-round Swiss sys- 
tem tournament serving as the third leg will jain the other top finishers in the 
‘rand finals in October. According to the organizing Pilipinas Shell Petroleum 
Corp., entries in the 14-year-old tournament wil be on a first-come, first-served 
basis in both the kiddies (14-and-under) and juniors (20-and-under) divisions. Call 
744-1864 or 0916-5146384 or Mariano Cabugos (078 844-2894). 


Sen. Lapid Invitational golf slated 

THE SECOND SEN. MANUEL "LITO" LAPID INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENT HAS 
been et July 28 at tha West course of the Wack Wack бо! and Country Ciub in 
Mandaluyong Cy As of yesterday, 144 golfers rom the government and busi- 
ness sectors have signed up for the tournament that Lapid launched last year at 
the Riviera. "We are staging the event again to generate funds for our nationwide 
роп development program and tor tne Association far the Socio-Economic De- 
velopment of Pinoy.” he said. Tournament chair Roy Sangi said the event wil use 
the shotgun eof to accommodate as many players as possible. 


P500,000 at stake in $}С?$ on-cocker 
A PRIZE POT OF P500,000 WILL BE UP FOR GRABS IN THE "SUPER FASTEST 
Win One-Cock Ulutan" this Saturday at the San Juan Coliseum. To accommodate 
smal-ime cockers and ordinary ару enthusiasts, the SUC management low- 
‘ered the entry fee to P1,100. Each winner wil get a P1,000 bonus. The fastest win 
‘champion wl get P78 000; second, P30,000: hr, P15,000; fourth, 10,000, Sth 
to 1h place, P5,000; 11th to 20th, P3000. 2tstto 30th, P2000 and 31st to 
50h, P1,000. The frst 10 and last 10 winners wil win a mountain bike each while 
the siowest winner gets P10,000 and a washing machine. 
Faen тими bata 
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Giants get 
back to 
work after 
tense week 


THE HUNT FOR INDIVIDUAL AWARDS OVER 
and done with, the Purefoods Chunkee Giants 
will now do their searching collectively. 

Coach Ryan Gregorio said his team has re- 
gained its focus as it prepares for Game 5 of the 
bestofseven Gran Matador Brandy-PBA Philip- 
pine Cup Finals 

He admitted the Giants went through some 
"tense" moments early in the title seres because 
three of their starters were in strong contention 
for the Most Valuable Player honor. 

“Its nice that the postseason award is over so 
we can go back again to playing as a team, pretty 
much like what we have been doing this whole 
conference,” said Gregorio. 

Purefoods raced to a 2-0 lead but lost to Red 
Bull in Game 3, 79-89. The Giants then regained 
their bearings in Game 4 with a stunning 99-81 
routof the Bulls to take a commanding 3-1 lead. 


Fourth championship? 

Another victory in Game 5 tomorrow at the 
Araneta Coliseum will give the Purefoods fran- 
‘chise its fourth All-Filipino championship 

That the Giants are on the verge of the crown 
in just four games of the series is a testament to 
their resiliency, according to Gregorio. 

Season MVP James Yap and Kerby Raymundo 
also made it to the Mythical Team together with 
another Purefoods hotshot Roger Yap. 

Powerforward Marc Pingris, also in con- 
tention for the MVP honor, was the runaway 
choice as the Most Improved Player and made it 
both to the Mythical Second Team and the sea- 
sonis All-Defensive Team. 

Gregorio denied reports about some sort of a 
friction between James Yap and Raymundo over 
the MVP award, saying that Raymundo himself 
voted for Yap as МУР 

"The greatest gesture and an act of unselfish- 
ness was displayed by Kerby Raymundo,” said 
Gregorio moments aftr last weelcs Game 4, 


Cone’s fate 
hangs in 
the balance 


By June Navarro 


TIM CONES FATE WITH THE ALASKA ACES 
will be known today when team management 
decides on whether its long-time mentor in the 
Philippine Basketball Association stays or not. 

Team manager Joaqui Trillo is set to announce 
whether the Alaska management would either 
retain a successful 18-year partnership with Cone 
‘rend another era in professional basketball. 

An American national, Cone steered Alaska to 
11 PBA titles, induding а rare grand slam in 
1996, that made the franchise the third win- 
Mingest ballciub in league history after San 
Miguel Beer and Crispa, 

Sources said that as soon as Cone steps down, 
RP coach Vincent “Choč” Reyes, Сопе assistant 
in the 1990s, would be his likely successor. By 
then, Cone will become the team's consultant. 

one's contract with the Aces ended over the 
‘weekend, almost two weeks after Alaska lost the 
bestofseven semifinals against Purefoods de- 
spite leading the series at 3-1. 


Basketball is not for Filipinos 


| THE STIRRING VICTORIES OF FILIPINO JUN- 
|. golfers Dottie Ardina, Cyna Rodriguez and Mia 
| Legaspi in last weeks Callaway Junior World 
Golf Championships in San Diego, California, 
| and the euphoria over the justended Fifa 
| World Cup in Germany should open the eyes of 
| spons officials to encourage the development 
of non- basketball sports where height is not an. 
| advantage 
|, Thaveno quarrel with the fact that basketball 
| з фе countrys No. 1 sport, but spores officials 
should be reminded that the importance they 
are giving to the dash-and dribble game has be- 
‘come too exaggerated. In fact, even the leg- 
endary Carlos Loyzaga, the greatest Filipino 
basketball player of ай time, once noted that in 
the Philippines basketball has top priority ove 


said Mr 
cause there are other sporting disciplines where 
the Filipino athletes can excel " 

Basketball is simply not the sport for Pil- 
ipinos. Take the 2006 William Jones Cup in Tai- 
wan, for example. Even though sports officals 
formed a well-funded Philippine team com- 
posed mostly of PBA players and a few pro- 
bound college stars, SMC-Plipinas still failed to 
make the round of four after losing four games 
in five stants during the qualifying series. Is a 
pity because in the pest the Philippines was al- 
ways assured of making an impact and, in most 
cases, bringing home a medal from a regional 
tournament of this level 

Many say that the huge budget earmarked 
for the national cage team would have been 
spent more wisely if it was used to promote and 
develop non- basketball spores like golf, football, 
tennis, boxing, bowling, biliards and chess, to 


CLEAN LIVING e 
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citea few. 

In the mid-1980s, then jungolfers Ramon 
Brobio and Carito Villaroman put the Philip- 
pines on the world map when they won the 
World Junior Golf Championships. Frankie Mi- 
бога, Dorothy Delasin and Jennifer Rosales al- 
зо did the country proud by making their pres- 
ence felt on the international golf scene. In foot- 
ball, Filipinos can perform bener because of 
their speed and raw courage. As retired Col Ju- 
lian Malonso, a former POC president, said 
“Basketball is noc the sport for the Filipinos be- 
cause height counts much. We should concen- 
trate more on football mainly because the ball is 
con the ground” 

The late Felicisimo “Mighty Mite” Ampon, 
the first Philippine Sporsswriters Association 
Athlete of the Year in 1950, was the toast ofthe 
tennis world during his prime; Gabriel “Flash” 
Elorde was pro boxings hero before Manny 
Pacquiao, while Olympic siver medal winners 
Anthony Villanueva and Mansueto “Onyok” Ve- 
lasco were the country's top simonpures. Paeng 
Nepomuceno gave us our proudest moments in 
tenpin bowling, winning a record four World 
Cup tides; simple and humble Efren "Bara" 
Reyes is the planets "greatest billiards player” 
while Eugene Torre, Asia's first grandmaster, 
and, most recently’ Mark Paragua, are the 


brightest stars in the world of chess. 
The Philippines was unable to participate in 
three international basketball tournaments last 
year, including the Asian Basketball Confedera- 
tion championship and the RPhosted 23rd SEA 
Games after the country was suspended by Fi- 
bo, the international basketball federation. Fiba 
banned the county after the Philippine 
Olympic Committee expelled the Basketball As- 
sociation of the Philippines. Now both the POC 
headed by Jose “Peping” Cojuangco and the 
BAP led by Joey Lina are racing against time to 
convince Fiba honchos to lift the suspension so 
that the Philippines may again compete in the 
Asian Games set in Doha, Qatar, on Dec. 1-15. 
CHEERS AND JERS: What makes national 
shooter Nathaniel "Tac" Padilla dick? Patience, 
ice and dedication. That, in a nut- 
shell, is the winning formula that enabled the 
41-year-old general manager of Spring Cook- 
ing Oil to eam a sot in the Asian Games for the 
seventh time since 1978, “Tm glad I passed the 
grade," said Padilla in a phone interview after 
he tied the Asiad qualifying score of 564 points 
in his favorite rapid fire pistol event. A son ofex- 
Olympic shooter Mariano "Tom" Ong, Padilla 
represented the Philppines in the Bangkok 
Asian Games n 1978, New Delhi (1982), Seoul 
(1986), Beijing (1990), Bangkok (1998), Bu- 
зап (2002) and now Doha (2006)... There is 
no question that former French football captain 
Zinedine Zidane is a brilliant player, but exem- 
plary he is not. For head-butting Italy's Marco 
Materazzi in the chest during last week's World 
Cup final (which Italy won, 5-3, in penalty 
kicks), Zidane committed an unpardonable act. 
He should not have lost his coo... 
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Easy win | 
for Millas, | 
Santos in 
Rudy race 


ТНЕ РИО OF MARY ANN MILLAS 
and Tanya Santos of Culot Power 
"Team took line honors and the Experi- 
enced Division championship in the 
first Rudy Challenge all-women ad- 
venture race held at the La Mesa Eco 
Park Forest Reserve recently. 

Millas and Santos posted an un- 
beatable time of 603.41 to show the 
way for the 39 two-woman teams that 
finished the 28-kilometer course. 

Finishing second were Lenina 
Ocampo and Jennifer Corpuz of UPM 
Drift who clocked 6:3635. Third were 
Wildman Performance Sandals Nina 
Singol and Heidi Samo in 6:59.30. 

Veteran organizer Thumbie Remi- 
gio laid out the race course that fea- 
tured tower climbing, trekking, moun- 
tain biking, tree planting, rappelling, 
swimming, rail running and hiking. 

Sharing the limelight in the event 
aimed at promoting environmental 
awareness were Flou Descaller and 
Elaine Lerios who ruled the Veterans 
group with atime of 6:1 

Pen Nepomuceno and Ma. Cristina 
Reano beat the pair of national 
duathion champion Rizelle Tangan. 
and Amelia Dida to second place with 
a time of 6:46.01, Cycling Zones Tan- 
gan-Dida timed 6:52.35. 

‘Adventure racing first-timers 
Christina Navarro and Chari Onyang- 
co submitting the best time of 4:30.11 
to win the Novice division disputed 
over 22km, 

The Pinay at Heart division among 
members ofthe gay community was 
topped by Rey Agapay and Ace 
Domingo of The Glamazons 

59). 

ide from environmental aware- 
ness, it was also our intention to push 
for gender equality in sports" said 
project director Ron LaRocque ofthe 
David Salon Foundation. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Peña pick ир 


GUANGDONG—FILIPINOS TYSON SY 
and Dado Рейа finally completed the 
race but the spotlight firmly belonged 
to Irishman Ali Jackson who complet- 
ed an amazing 3-of-4 performance as 
the Asian Formula Three Series con- 
cluded its stint Sunday at the Zhuhai 
International Circuit. 

Racing in wet conditions, Sy and Peña 
came all the way from 10th and 12th on the 
grid of Round 9 to finish fourth and fifth, re- 
spectively, locking themselves in a see-saw 
battle from the eighth lap on to determine 
the best Filipino finisher for the day 

From No. 2 on the grid, Jackson, of Aran 
Racing, slipped past Briton James Winslow 
in the second lap and started pulling away 
еп route to his third win in four races in 
Zhuhai. 

"The feat boosted Jackson's overall lead 
with 127 points going into the next three 
rounds in Indonesia next month. He also 
ruled Rounds 6 and 7 on Saturday and fin- 


TYSON Sy (88) presses compatriot 
Dado Peña (14) in Round 9. Sy eventually | 
pulled in front to finish fourth. 


ASIAN F3 SERIES 
Round 


lpmerWewow — Engand 11349! 
J Moreno Soeprapta Indonesa 109.117 
aon Puppies 2101007. 
S Dado Peia Friponer PEOST 


2144820 


ished second in Round 8 earlier Sunday. 

had a very good start and just pounced 
оп it,” said Jackson, who posted his fourth 
win overall, counting his win in Round 5 
here last month. "The car was good, there 
was not much change in the: 

Coming off his first win of the season in 
Round 8, Winsiow of Fujitsu Racing with 
Threebond JA Motorspots opted to take it 
easy after being overtaken by Jackson. He 
settled for second place, picking up 15 points 
and jumping to second overall from fourth 
with 107, jus two ahead of Speedtech Asia's 
Sy who eamed 10 points for 105. 


"The car was not really working well in 
these conditions but Im happy with the re- 
suk," said Winslow, who was dose to pulling 
ош of the series last month when his car 
failed to deliver the power he wanted. 

For the second straight race, Indon 
Moreno Soeprapto of Aran Racing took the 
third podium spot for 12 points and moved 
upto solo fifth in the standings with 64. 

Peña, of Team Goddard, eamed eight 
points but slipped to sixth overall with 60. 

Briton Dillon Baristini settled for sich 
and eared six points for 104 overall. 

Organizers heaved a big sigh of relief 
when the race ended because no major 
crash occurred, unlike in the first three 
when slippery conditions left most of the 
drivers stranded on the 4.3-kdlometer track. 

Of the 13 starters in Round 9, only 
Roland Hermoso of the Philippines failed to 
finish as he drove into the gravel in lap 8. 

Peña and Sy provided the highlight for 
most of the race, figuring in dangerous over- 


spot in 
lp 9 but was 

pushed althe way to the finish by efi, who 
had failed to finish in the last three rounds, 

"Т was after the points, really” said the 
16-year-old Sy adding he and Peña wished 
each other good luck before the race. “We 
both needed it. 

Indon Satrio Hermanto of R&W Team In: 
donesia Jason F3 won the Promotions dass, 
for the second straight time, followed by 
Macau's Cheong Lou-men and lady driver 
Gaby dela Merced of Speedtech Asia. 


Тапатог, 2 other RP pugs make Karachi finals 


VETERAN INTERNATIONALISTS HARRY TANAMOR, 
Violito Payla and Joan Tipon won their semifinal bouts 
Monday to barge into the finals of the tough Greenhill Cup 
boxing competitions recently їп Karachi, Pakistan 

Athens Olympians Tafiamor and Payla set up gold-medal 
dashes with South Koreans while Tipon will meet a Pak- 
istani in Monday's finals of the 21-nation tournament. 

Payla highlighted the Philippines’ torrid show as he 


stunned Pakistan's leading flyweight, Nouman Kariman, 27- 
20, after light flyweight Tañamor broke the heart of the 
crowd with a 24-20 defeat of Nas Khan, 24-20. 
Bantamweight Joan Tipon easily outpointed India's Bi- 
jender Singh, 28-12. 
‘The Philippine boxing team could have sent four men to 
the finals but Genebert Basadre fell iri the lightweight class. 
Basadre, the reigning Southeast Asian Games titleholder, 


3 


dropped а dose 19-20 decision to Syria's Yasser Shekan, 
and RP team officals blamed the defeat to the Filipin 
‘overconfidence. 

Basadre won the first three rounds but relaxed inthe last 
canto, allowing Shekan to take the upper hand. 

"Our boxers are carrying the Philippine flag proudly and 1 
canit ask for more,” said Manny T. Lopez, president of the. 
‘Amateur Boring Association of the Philippines. 


YOU HAVE THE RIGHT! 


You have the right to get more from your newspaper subscription — and the Philippine Daily Inquirer lets you 
exercise that right in full. Subscribe now and free yourself from the hassles of getting a copy of the Inquirer, 
and have it delivered to your doorstep AT NO EXTRA CHARGE. You even have the right to choose from any 
of the following subscriptions: 


SUBSCRIPTION 1 
360 issues (12 mos.) 
ONLY P540/month 
422 issues FREE/year 
SAVE P396! 


SUBSCRIPTION 2 
180 issues (6 mos.) 
ONLY P540/month 
+10 issues FREE/year 
SAVE P180! 


Go ahead, exercise your right and subscribe now! 


The Philippine Daily Inquirer delivers. 
Call 896-6000 to subscribe! 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
If you cancel your subscription for any reason, we will promptly 


refund the unused portion of your payment. 


SUBSCRIPTION 3 
90 issues (3 mos.) 
ONLY P540/month 
+4 issues FREE/year 
SAVE P72! 


And you have the right to pay for your subscription by cash, MasterCard, or VISA! 


Open to Metro Manila residents only: 
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CHANNING FRYE: Reliable go-to guy. 


Alps major 
obstacle to 
Landis win 


САВ FRANCE—LALPE D'HUEZ, THE IZOARD AND GALIBIER PASSES. 
Hard climbs, legendary climbs, climbs that decide the Tour de France. 
‘wants to be: Second overall, 1 
minute, 29 seconds behind Oscar 
Pereiro of Spain. 

Landis believed that having the 
overall lead going into the rest day 
would have put too much pressure 
оп his Phonak team. So the Ameri- 
can relinquished it to Pereiro a cou. 
ple of days before, letting the Illes 
Balears rival ride ahead and take 
the lead on Saturday. 

Landis is hoping that Iles Balears 
will ty to keep Pereiro in the lead by 
racing up at the front of the pack 
—where cyclists expend the most 
energy—sparing the need for his 
Phonak teammates to do so. Landis 
‘wants to keep his team of support 
riders as fresh as possible so they can 
help him up the climbs in the Ар. 

"Wed like to h 
teams with some motivation toride, 
other than us," Landis said Sunday. 

At some point before Paris, of 
course, Landis will need to get 
back the lead if it he is to be the 
Successor to seven-time winner 
Lance Armstrong. And he is bet- 
ting that Pereiro, when it really 
counts, won't be able to stop him. 

Pereiro struggled in the Pyre- 
nees last week and was slower 
than Landis in the first long time 
trial atthe end of week one. 


| One bad day even one bad 
hour, on those punishing ascents 
in the Alps this week could end 
Floyd Landis’ bid for the Tour ti- 
Ме. After two weeks of racing and 
itte separating Landis from the 
‘bther top riders, the Tour is per- 
fectly poised for a thrilling finale. 
Landis and the 155 other cyclists 
ho have made it this far, surviving 
‘rashes, scorching heat, and 2,679 
kilometers (1,664 miles) of racing, 
have all of Monday to rest their 
aching muscles, patch up scrapes 
and sores and focus on the 978 kilo- 
meters (607 miles) that remain to 
the finish line in Paris next Sunday. 
Distance-wise, it may seem 


that most of the work is done 
‘Think again. 
‘Tuesday brings the first of three 
Anáke-or-break days in the Alps. And 


JF those towering mountains dont 
Si ош a winner then the Tour 
‘could be decided їп the last long 
iie tial next Saturday, when the 
Tiders race alone against the clock. 

| "Three big days in the Alps, 
pne big time trial, anything can 
азиа 
teammate, Кооз Moerenhout. 

Y After Sunday's 14th stage, won 
by Frenchman Pierrick Fedrigo, 
‘Landis was still where he says he 


Schumacher 
posts eighth 
straight win 


MAGNY-COURS, FRANCE—MICHAEL. SCHU- 
macher has always said that he will only truly re- 
flect on his extraordinary Formula One achieve- 
‘ments when he retires. 

Judging from his current form and obvious 
hunger for victory that day may be still some 
way off, but on Sunday the seven times world 
champion gave himself a few more mile- 
stones to consider in his old age. 

‘The 37-year-olds victory for Ferrari in France 
‘made him both the frs driver to win the same 
grand prix eight times and the first to make 150 
appearances on the Formula One podium. 

He already held the record of seven wins at 
the same circuit—the San Marino Grand Prix 
at Imola, in Canada and France. 

Only France's Alain Prost and the late Ayr- 
ton Senna came close to that. 

Prost won six times in France and Brazil, 
while Senna ruled Мопасо street circuit with 
six wins їп the Mediterranean principality. 

Yet Prost, the four times world champion who 
is always the next name down in the lis after 
Schumacher, had ‘only’ 106 podium finishes. 

‘Among current Formula One drivers, the 
next most familiar with the podium are Briton 
David Coulthard and Rubens Barrichello with 
61 apiece. Reuters 
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NBA Madness features versatile Frye 


HES 6-РООТ11 AND 240 POUNDS. BUT 
he can run the floor well for a guy his size. 
Нез intelligent, fundamentally sound in 
nearly every department, can make his 
post move with either hand, and is a reli- 
able go-to guy. His offensive rebounds and 
tip-ins make the opposition go “aaarrggh!” 

He's Channing Frye, and hes coming to 
Manila July 19 for! 


NBA Madness Celebrity 


Jam. Together with Slam Dunk runner-up 
Andre Iguodala of the Philadelphia 76ers, 
the San Antonio Spurs Silver Dancers and 
Harry the Hawk, official mascot of the At- 
lanta Hawks, Channing will entertain 
fans, give them a taste of real NBA action 
and serve up authentic NBA flavor from 
July 20 to 22 at the Araneta Coliseum 
Parking Lot and Concourse. 


NBA Madness Celebrity Jam Night is 
July 22, starting at 7:30. The ultimate 
sportshow biz-and-music happening 
for the йге family, this NBA package 
features a full-court game of celebrity 
basketball, live music performances, 
and appearances by NBA stars. 

Hot stars of the Philippine entertain- 


the Celebrity Basketball Game, between 
‘Team Miami Heat and Team Dallas Mav- 
епз. Donning NBA uniforms are 
Richard Gomez, Gary Valenciano, broth- 
ers Zoren and Kier Legaspi; Anjo Yllana, 
Richard Gutierrez, Wendell Ramos, Elvis 
and Rocky Gutierrez, Antonio Aquitania, 
Robert Ortega, James Blanco, Emilio Gar- 


ment and sports scenes will compete in 


e some other 


АР 


the women's finals Sunday of the Hoover 


Openin the AVP Crocs Tour at the Hoover Met in Hoover, Alabama. „ 


Жу! Senden snares Ist PGA 


NA 


JOHN SENDEN: The first is always 
the sweetest. ” 


CHICAGO—AUSTRALIAN JOHN SEN- 
den captured his first PGA Tour event ti 
Че after 139 stans with a one-shot win 
оп Sunday in the John Deere Classic in 
Silvis, Ilinois. 

The victory qualifies Senden to play 
in the British Open at Hoylake starting 
‘Thursday. 

Leading by three shots ovemight, be 
fired a final round three under par 68 for 
а 19amder-par 265, just holding off 
‘American JP Hayes who closed with a 65. 

felt great,” Senden told reporters. "A 
trip to the British (Open) sounds good.” 

Germany's Alex Cejka (67) and 
‘American Heath Slocum (68) tied for 


«j crown after 139 starts 


third, three strokes behind the winner. 

Hayes turned on the pressure down 
the back nine but a par by Senden on 
the 18th from a greenside bunker se- 
cured victory. 

The Australian's previous best finish 
in five years on the PGA Tour was а tie 
for fifth at the Bob Hope Chrysler Clas- 
sicin January, 

Most of the attention during the 
week had been focused on Michelle 
Wie, who was trying to become the 
first woman in 61 years to make the 
cut on the PGA Tour. She was eight 
over after 27 holes and withdrew due 
to heat exhaustion on Friday. 


MJC hosts RP-Japan racing festival 


THE MANILA JOCKEY CLUB (MJC) 
plays host to the 2nd Philippine-apan. 
Friendship Racing Festival today at San 
Lazaro Leisure Park (SLLP) in Carmona, 
Cavite, to commemorate the Golden Ju- 
bilee Year of normalization of diplomat- 
ic relations between the Philippines and 
Japan 

MUC chair and president Alfonso R. 
Reyno Jr. said the event "celebrates 
the ties of friendship and cooperation 


between the two countries." 

Japanese Ambassador Ryuchiro Ya- 
mazaki is the езеп guest of honor. 
Also expected at the races are Foreign 
Affairs Secretary Alberto Romulo, 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Artemio 
Panganiban, key Japanese embassy 
officials, members of the diplomatic 
corps, and members of the Philippine- 
Japan Chamber of Commerce. 

The evenings race program will 


have eight races—three of which are 
1,525-meter stakes races, namely, the 
2nd Frontier Call Diplomatic Gold 
Cup, sponsored by FAI Corp; the 
Isuzu Racing Cup, backed by Isuzu 
Philippines Corp.; and Japan Airlines’ 
Friendship Trophy Race. 

The affair will be highlighted by a 
“Concert at the Races,” featuring 
world-class tenor Ramon Acoymo and 
lyric soprano Aileen Espinosa-Cura. 


Mosley’ s swagger, punching power back 


LAS VEGAS—THE LEFT HOOK 
epitomized 

thrilling about Sugar Shane 
Mosley—speed, creativi 
dazzling flair for the dramatic. 

near-perfect 

dropped Fernando Vargas to the 
canvas in the sixth round of their 
rematch on Saturday, and their 
154-pound (69-kilogram) fight 
маз over moments later. 

The hook was a stinging re- 
minder to anybody who had 
gotten why 
Mosley became a popular four- 


That 


everything thet’ 
and a 


punch 


the 34-year-ol 


time champion idolized by fa 
lionized by rappers, and imitated 
by legions of young boxers. 

For the second time in five 
months, Mosley had battered one 
of the world's top 154 pound (69- 
kilogram) fighters—and kicked 
open every door that closed to 
him after back-to-back losses to 
Winky Wright in 2004. 

Sugar Shane has his swagger 
back, but when will he use it? Not 
even Mosley knows for sure. 

"1 really have my eye set on tak- 
ing the rest of the year off,” Mosley 


fights possible.” 


(66 kilograms). 


several other welterweights would 
line up for a shot when Mosley 
moves back down to 147 pounds 


, said. "1 fought rwo good fights this 

year, and I need a break. Ihave a lot 
Of money Its not like (promoters) 
Oscar (De La Hoya) and Bemard 
(Hopkins) and 1 are thirsting after 
ехта money. We just want the best 


There are plenty of fine possibili 
ties, however Mosley (434, 37 
KOs) probably could meet Floyd 
Mayweather Jt in November or 


cia and members of the Coca-Cola Tigers. 


Mourning 
returning 
as Heat start 
title buildup 


MIAMI—MORE MONEY COULDNT LURE 
Alonzo Mourning away from the Miami Heat. 
Itwasthe fans who convinced him to delay re- 
tirement and help the team defend its NBA 
championship, 

The — 36yearold 
center said on Sunday 
he declined high-pay- 
ing offers from other 
teams, including the 
San Antonio Spurs. 

“Thad received lucra 
tive offers from other 1 
teams and it was very 
difficult to tum those 
down" he said before 
the start of his annual 
charity basketball game 
atthe Heat's arena, “Tve MOURNING s 
invested here in the community and I expect to 
spend the rest of my life here with my kids. I 
didn't feel it was worth leaving." 

The game—which also featured Heat team- 
‘mate Antoine Walker and other NBA players—is 
part of a weeklong series of events he organizes 
to benefit underprivileged children. 

Mourning announced late Saturday at his 
charity gala that he would return to the Heat 
for one more season. It willbe his 14th in the 
NBA— not including a year he missed because 
of kidney disease that necessitated a trans- 
plant in December 2003. 

He gota standing ovation on Sunday from 
the crowd at AmericanAirlines Arena when 
he repeated his decision to return to Miami. 

“Zo coming back for another year makes 
everyone smile,” said Heat teammate Dwyane 
Wade, who arrived to watch the game. 

Mourning averaged 7.8 points, 5.5 re- 
bounds and 2.66 blocks lastseason. АР 


Kim rallies, 
rules Jamie 
Farr Classic 


ЗАМА, — OHIO—SOUTH KOREAS 
Mi Hyun Kim rallied late to catch Natalie Gulbis 
and outlasted her on the third playoff hole Sun- 
day to win the $1.2-milion LPGA Jamie Farr 
Classic. 

‘American Gulbis appeared to be on the 
verge of capturing her elusive first title. She 
held а two-shot lead with three holes left in 
regulation before being run down by Kim. 

"The 29-year-old Kim used birdies on Nos. 16 
and 17 to force the playoff, somewhere Gulbis 
never had been in her four-year career. The 29- 
year-old South Korean had been 1-3 in playoffs. 

Kim and Gulbis, 23, each settled for pars on the 
first two playoff holes. Back at par- 18th, Gulbis 
looked to bein better position for the win after hit- 
ting her third shot inside of Kim's on the green 

However, Kim calmly sank her birdie putt 
from about 12 feet, squarely putting the pressure 
оп Gulbis. From inside 10 feet, Gulbis’ purt sailed 
just wide, giving Kim the victory. 

Kim and Gulbis both shot 6-under-par 65s in 
regulation to finish at 18-under 266, It was the 
second win this year and seventh career for Kim, 
who collected the $180,000 first prize. 

Paula Creamer also shot a 65 to finish one 
shot back, missing the playoff when she missed a 
birdie putt at No. 18. 


AP 


POWER KICK: Poland’s Salowmir Oglaza (left) battles Romar 
Mihai Madaian in the under-70 kg category during the 8th World 
‘Taekwondo Juvenile Championship in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. 
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Movie-TV board д 
chides ABS-CBN’s 
‘Correspondents’: 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


AFTER THE GMA 7 DOCUMENTARY 
program “I-Witness,” its the turn of 
ABS-CBN current affairs show “The Cor- 
respondents" to be reprimanded by the 
Movie and Television Review and Classi- 
fication Board (MTRCB). 

The reproach arose from the pro- 
gram’s-June 26 episode entitled, “Ang 
Pinoy Rasta,” which “featured the actual 
smoking of marijuana fof a young man] 
in the presence of his father who, in 
turn, confessed that he smoked marijua- 
ma with his son occasionally" 

In a memorandum dated July 6 and 
addressed to ABS-CBN and the net- 
works Current Affairs head Luchi Cruz- 
Valdez, the board admonished the show 
because the scenes "seem to project that 
smoking marijuana is an enjoyable ac- 
tivity ... sending a strong message that 
Lies] okay" 

Signed by chair Marissa P Laguardia, 
the memo pointed out that PD 1986 and 
its Implementing Rules and Regulations 
(IRR) "prohibit the airing/public show. 
ing of scenes that tend to abet the use of 
prohibited drugs.” 

The memo required the networks 
representatives to appear before the 
board's hearing and adjudication com- 
mittee on July 11. 


Charge disputed 

During the hearing, network repre- 
sentatives—lawyer Maxim Uy, executive 
producer Anna Rodriguez, reporter Rose 
Eclarinal and segment producer Ciara 
Sembrano—sat down with the MTRCB 
board of advisers, led by journalist Ed 
Sicam and lawyer Zosimo Alegre, and 
chair Laguardia. 

According to Laguardia, the station 


"disputed" the charge, which has led to 
another hearing set today. 

In a phone interview with Iquizn 
Entertainment, Valdez pointed out that 
the docu was a look into Rastafarian- 
ism—"a growing subculture." 


Intrinsic 

Valdez explained: “Smoking marijua- 
na is an intrinsic part of the Rasta reli- 
gion. Tropical Depression vocalist Do- 
minic Papadom’ Gamboa and ‘Pinoy Big 
Brother’ housemate Errol ‘Budoy’ Mara- 
biles were featured in that episode. 

Since the network was practicing 
self-regulation, Valdez said, the pro- 
gram producers refrained from show. 
ing celebrities, who are considered 
role models, in the controversial 
scene. Instead, they opted to feature 
the unknown Rastafarian and his fa- 
ther. 

According to Valdez, the episode in 
question was aired at 1:20 a.m. and car- 
Tied the Parental Guidance warning. 

The monitoring report filed by the 
board's special agents on July 3, howev- 
er, asserted that "scenes [depicting] the 
actual use of prohibited drugs are be- 
yond the Parental Guidance classifica- 
tion and {therefore are] not fit for televi 
sion viewing. 

The board's IRR states that material 
classified PG-13 cannot include а “de- 
piction of, or reference to, prohibited 
drugs or substances and their use." 

Theagents emphasized in their report. 
that the board also received complaints 
from other sources about the episode. 


Laguardia told INquinen that since the ү 


network is contesting the complaint, it 
would have to undergo the usual adjudi 
cation process, which begins with to- 
day's hearing. 


THE FAB 5, WHO ELSE? 


a A 


CAST of “White Lady” above, from le 


Iwa Moto, JC de Vera, 


Angelica Panganiban, Boots Anson-Roa, Pauline Luna, Glaiza de 
Castro, Franzen Fajardo, Ketchup Eusebio, Jason Abalos with 
director Jeff Tan (in white). At right, John Estrada and Keana 


Reeves in the recent Bench fashion show. 


QUAD PUNZALAN 


John Estrada sports a new butt 


JOHN ESTRADA IS NOW OOZING WITH 

more sex appeal after undergoing hydro- 

igmentation at Dr. Vicki Belo's 

е same one-hour procedure 

that Keanna Reeves went through. Since 

the body is primarily composed of water, 

Dr. Vicki says, it does not treat hydrogel 

as a foreign substance. So the new lus- 
cious bottom looks and feels natural. 

Has it improved John's sex life? He 
smiles. “I'm celibate because my GF 
Vanessa is in Vancouver. ГЇ get to test the. 
effect when I visit her soon.” I asked him, 
1s sex better with a girlfriend or a wife?” 
He laughs. “GFI” 

John has always been touted as one о 
the few well-endowed actors. As Dr. Vicki 
naughtily says, “With his new butt, every 


concerned. "I have mel- 
man man nov,” he 
says. He just shrugs off rumors about his 

with Heart Evangelista while her 
BF Jericho Rosales was away. "Ies so high 


ill get jealous. Whatever 
between them, I hope 
Tm too old 


self because John surely left his 
heart in Canada. 


Dou 
Woop 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 


Pops’ cycles 
My bosom friend Pops Fernandez is 
back in full swing. She is excited about 
her very first back-to-back concert with 
Ogie Alcasid—"Two of A Kind"—on July 
29, 7:30 p.m. at the Dusit Hotel Nikko 
Makati. Produced by Royale Era Enter- 
tainment, it features special guests 
Ritchie Paul Gutierrez and Gladys Gue- 
varra. (Call 7272534 or 09198191389) 
АП the major upheavals Pipay has 
gone through in her personal life have 
only made her a more soulful chanteuse 
Like lately, she had to come to terms with 
the fact that her ex hubby Martin Niev- 
era is having a baby boy with girlfriend 
Katrina Ojeda. “We both cried when we 
talked about it. Initially, 1 got hurt be. 
cause he promised never to have a baby 
with another woman. But things hap- 
pen. | have matured so 1 understand 
Martin more now. 1 can even afford to 
іт about the whole thing. I asked 
him if he still knows how to change dia- 
pers and carry a baby. Our kids accept 


the situation, In fact they are now in the 
US vacationing with Mart and her." 

What if, in one of heir concerts, Martin 
acknowledges Katrina's presence in the 
audience? Pipay sighs. "After all we've 
been through, that shouldn't matter any- 
more. Believe me, Martin has done worse 
things before (laughs)." Is she planning 
to have a baby herself? “Tm not ready for 
such a big responsibility all over again 
but there are days I get inggit with girls 
who have babies. My time will come." 
Will Jomari Yllana be the father? She 
chuckles “/-pinpoint ba siya? Hahaha! 

She neither confirms nor denies her ro- 
mance with Jom. "Гуе been single for the. 
longest time. I don't know why some peo- 
ple make a big deal that Jom was seen in 
my house at an ungodly hour. Irs my 
house and what if I'm free only at 1 a.m? 
Ive reached a point where I don't give a 
damn anymore. Enough of the double 
standard na irs okay for separated men to 
havea gf but separated women are ostra- 
cized for having a bf. We are all entitled to 
be happy" 

Her world has turned Popside down 
many times over. So why deprive her of 
the happiness she has found now? It's 
long overdue and rightfully hers. 


Be my lady 


Bringing the riveting ghost story 
“White Lady" to life on the silver screen 


JOHN/AL- 


‘THE FAB 5, stars of the Emmy award-winning reality TV show, "Queer Eye For the Straight 
Guy,” arrives in Manila on Thursday fora series of events hosted by the Ayala Malls. They each 
have their own roles in the show (from left): Thom Filicia, Design Doctor; Ted Allen, Food & 
Wine Connoisseur; Carson Kressley, Fashion Savant; Kyan Douglas, Grooming Guru; and Jai 
Rodriguez, Culture Vulture. The series (ETC channel), created by David Collins and David 
Metzler, sees the quintet coming to the rescue of straight men who need a dash of style. 


The changing faces of Oz 


AMHERST, 


MASSACHUSETTS—SHE ted first lady against a black backdrop. 


started off looking like a clownish crazy 
woman-—long hair in a wild braid, one eye 
popped wide open, petticoat and baggy 
skirt more outlandish than frightening. 

That was in 1900, when the Wicked 
Witch of the West made her debut 
in "The Wonderful Wizard of Oz." 
But since WW. Denslow first 
drew her for the pages of L. Frank 
Ваши classic children's book, 
Dorothy's nemesis has changed faces sever- 
altimes. 

In 1981, Andy Warhol silkscreened her 
аз Margaret Hamilton, freezing the actress 
in the green-faced role she played in Holly- 
wood's 1939 production of the story. Four 
years later, artist Barry Moser turned her 
into Nancy Reagan, placing the pointy-hat- 


CHEER 
Factor 


“Tm playing very close to obvious and 
comy imagery here," Moser wrote at the 
time. 

‘The original drawings and reinterpreta- 

tions ofthe Wicked Witch and other char- 
acters from Oz are on display at 
The Eric Carle Museum of Picture 
Book Art in an exhibit that com- 
memorates the 150th birth an- 
niversaries of Baum and Denslow, 
and pays tribute to the story's longevity. 

The exhibit traces the story of Baum's 
book, from the cyclone that whisks 
Dorothy's Kansas farmhouse to the mysti- 
cal land of Oz to the young 
home, thanks to her magical slippers. The 
Carle Museum show closes Oct. 22 and will 
not travel. АР 


"High heels? 
What about your joint pains 


"Watch me." 


Now, nothing can stop you fram 
living life to the fullest. Introducing 

ox Напах provides long-losting 
rellet from stronger polne like 
teumotism. arthritis and Joint pein 


о you can have the canfidence to 


enjoy your favorite acuvities. 


. SAM Concepcion, as Boy Bawang, greets swooning, screaming female fans 


EX 


ie BAY PR EE UE 
Bor x & 


А 
олш 
wer. 


TZAIRA de ia Peña or Jessa, right, gets her tresses 
ied, 


ENTERTAINMENT. 


Supersize 'em 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Photos by Romy Homillada 


ON A HILLY FIELD SOMEWHERE IN TAGAYTAY, 
fans have, well, a field day ogling the stars of the 
forthcoming ABS-CBN fantaserye Super Inggo.” 

Intermittent shrieks— "Sam!" and “Makisig!” — 
interrupt the taping, making TV director Gilbert 

темалыг 

Вик the fans of Sam Concepcion 
(Boy Bawang) and Makisig 
INQUIRER, Morales (Budong or Super 
EXCLUSIVE sam graciously gives in to re- 
quests lc ашар! and map- 

shots. He is joined by his partner, Empress Sch 

Ala. Ava райо, a peering the fau. 

The autograph session over, Empress retreats to 
Mice eons 

Between takes, Makisig prefers to rest. “But al- 
so do my homework,” he says. "My dad brings my 
School books tothe set" 

Likewise for Sam and Enpres 

"I read my modules,” Empress says. 

“Thring my laptop Tm enrolled in the comput- 
er-based home-school program of the CI 
Academy of Manila,” Sam volunteers. 

That precisely the advice I give my young co- 
stars—to study hard,” says Herbert Bautista, who 
portrays Commander Bawang, father of Boy 
Bawang and principal of Power Academy. 

Lest we forget, this grassy knoll is substituting 
for the fictional Power Academy, a school for 
young superheroes 

Think "X-Men," local version, with pop culture 
and komiks icons from 1980s Viva, Regal and 
Seiko movies as lead characters. 

Wich computer technology, says executive pro- 
ducer Mio Siojo, the open field will become the fu- 
turisti campus, compete with fying super teach 
ers and ише. 


Pipe down 

Meanwhile, Perez pleads with the fans to pipe 
down because they are using “live sound.” 

‘That's third world TV magic! 

In spite of the frayed nerves and tight shooting 
sked, cast and crew manage to have a blast. 

Empoy Marquez, a.k.a. Petrang Kabayo, horses 
around with co-stars, while the horse that plays 
Empoy's animal-alter ego is contentedly feasting 
onthe grass. 

Child star Jacob Dionisio, a.k.a. Transformed 
POD the kontrabida, is playing Game of the Gen- 
erals with a fellow kid actor. 

Zaira de la Peña, or Jessa of “Blusang Itim” 
fame, is having her makeup retouched and her 
tresses, curled, 

Hunky Derek Ramsey, a.k.a. Machete, is wear- 
ing huge headphones, lost in music from his iPod- 
cellphone. 

“Tlike relaxing music by Dave Matthews and Ja- 
son Mraz,” he says. "Ive been forewarned that 
shooting hours can be very long, but honesty en- 
Joy working with kids. If I were not an actor, Га be 
a teacher" 

Which is exactly his role in the fantaserye, by 
the way. 

Call him Maestro Machete. 


HUNK Derek Ramsey, who plays Maestro Machete, listens to Dave 
Matthews and Jason Mraz on his iPod-cellphone. 


between takes. 


NO, Makisig Morales, or Super Inggo, isn't 
texting Empress. 


TUESDAY, JULY 18, 2006 


ROUNDUP 
s swing 


THE MOWELFUND Celebrity Golf Invitational Cup held 
last June 30 at Club Intramuros was a “swinging” suc- 


fundraiser, spear- 
headed by tournament chair- 
man former Senator Tito 
Sotto, Mowelfund and Talka- 
bout Marketing, was de- 
signed to raise revenues for 
the foundation's welfare pro- 
gram. 

The Class C celebrity win- 
mers were: Amold Clavio, 
champion; Robert Arevalo, 
first runner-up; and Jay 
Manalo, second runner-uj 
The Class B winners wer 

Kiyoshi Takeuchi Japan Em- 

bassy), champion; Tony Reyes (film director), fist run- 
ner-up; and Rex Drilon (Ortigas and Co). 


CBCP on ‘Probe’ 
WAS THE Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines 
(CBCP) really bribed or influenced by Malacafiang? 

A bishop gives a first-hand account of the alleged dis- 
tribution of envelopes on "Probe" tomorrow, 11 p.m. on 
ABS-CBN. 

The program also looks into the implications of Mala- 
cafiang's moves on the CBCP and the faithful's reactions 
tothe bishops’ move. 


Spider-Man 3 trailer 

THE FIRST trailer of Columbia Pictures’ action-adven- 
ture “Spider-Man 3” premieres as an added attraction to 
“Pirates of the Carribean: Dead Man's Chest," now show- 
ing in local theaters. 

Original cast members Tobey Maguire (as Peter Park- 
er/Spider-Man), Kirsten Dunst (as Mary Jane) and James 
Franco (as Harry Osborn) with new cast members Topher 
Grace (as Eddie Brock), Thomas Haden Church (as Sand- 
man) and Bryce Dallas Howard (as Gwen Stacy) are all in 
the trailer. 

Quick cuts begin when Spidey's black suit is revealed, 
Sandman takes Manhattan, the Green Goblin strikes 
back, Peter and MJ share a kiss on a giant web and Spi- 
der-Man faces off with his black-suited alter ego. 

The movie opens in the Philippines in May 2007. 


‘Scissorhands’ auction 

LOS ANGELES—The gloves Johnny Depp made famous 
in “Edward Scissorhands” and the original matte paint- 
ing from the opening scene of the “Wizard of Oz” will be 
auctioned off this month in a Hollywood memorabilia 
fire sale. 

Depp's black gloves will start at $7,000 at the July 28 
Beverly Hills auction, conducted by the Profiles In Histo- 
ту company, which hopes to sell all items for about two 
million dollars. 

Other items include Dan Akroyd's jumpsuit from. 
"Ghostbusters" ($8,000), Michael Keaton's Batman cos- 
tume from the 1989 movie ($40,000) and former Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan's Stetson hat ($3,000). 

Bids can also be made on the EBay Internet auction 
site. АЕР 


Movie pirate? 

LOS ANGELES—A screenwriter filed a lawsuit claiming 
Walt Disney Co. and others behind the 2003 blockbuster 
movie "Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black 
Peari" pillaged drawings and characters he had created 
for an earlier project about supernatural swashbuck- 
les. 

Royce Mathew filed the copyright infringement suit in. 
US District Court in Los Angeles on July 7 against Disney, 
Buena Vista Home Entertainment, Jerry Bruckheimer 
Inc. and other defendants. 

‘Mathew alleged that beginning in the 1980s, he “creat- 
ed and wrote a number of original works including draw- 
ings, screenplays, outlines, blueprints, storyboards and 
other original materials” for what he termed a “Super 
Natural Pirate Movie.” 

Disney denied the allegations. 

Mathew is seeking unspecified damages, and a perma- 
nent injunction against the movie or "other infringing 
works," according to the lawsuit. AP 


TWO GUYS HAVE BEEN BOOTED straight A student who played the 
from Star World's "Rock Star: Super- trumpet as a member of the March- 
nova" leaving 13 finalists who all ing Band, He auditioned for the band wasin New Orleans Friday to promote the use of environ- 
want to become the front man ofa Lennex and went on to front the ieotally-riendly materiala in the nation's largest cone 
mew group that consists of icons band, with whom he has toured the struction project. 
‘Tommy Lee, Jason Newsedand Gi- US Pitt said the rebuilding of the city’s flooded neighbor- 
y Clarke. hoods presents an opportunity "to move the nation in a 
Are уой tuned in? This new ей. DILANA ROBICHAUX, ў direction it needs tobe going and hats to buld more ef- 
tion of last years hit reality talent songwriter/stage performer ficiently” 
search is also to Asia votes, asusual. Hometown: Houston, Texas He spoke after having toured some of the city’s hardest 
Meet the remaining contenders: fux аа M hit neighborhoods where homes swept away by the rush- 
DANA ANDREWS, A toned она оше let Р ing waters si sit atop crushed car ала few residents 
DANA Andrews singer/waitress bands. In the Netherlands, she The actor said he was disappointed at the lack of 
" Hometown: Beech Island, South scored her first debut album, "Won- ү progress nearly a year after the storm. Russell McCulley, 
Carolina Gerfool.” She moved briefly to Scot- АЕР 
Bom and raised in Augusta, Geor- land before setting roots in the US> : 
gia, Dana was inspired. pee a n Katrina docu 
singer by her father. The 22-year old JOSH LOGAN, musician PASADENA, California—A four-hour documentary called 
found music as far back as elemen- Hometown: Manchester, New "When the Levees Broke: A Requiem in Four Acts” airing 
tary school where she threw herself Hampshire Aug. 21-22 on HBO was produced after filmmaker Spike 
into plays, contests, anything thatal- — Josh Logan started his music ca- Lee watched Hurricane Katrina tear through New Or- 
lowed her to use her voice. reer singing karaoke at age 14 (his leans on TV last August. 
“Iwas just really mad and sad,” he said. "I said, ‘Ths is 


а mother was а karaoke DJ). Josh 
JOHN “PHIL” RITCHIE, mu- added the guitar to his talents and by going to be a major moment in American history and | 
want to do something about it.” 


sician age 15, he was fronting a popular lo- ind aboutit : т 
metown: Salisbury, Maryland cal band, Gunshy He released a self- е documentary shows how New Orleans survive 
puer yep Katrina against a backdrop of performances by Wynton 


Bom in 1978 in © titled full length CD in 2004. 
called Shadyside, P} (More contenders tomorrow.) Marsalis and Terence Blanchard at the Superdome, the 
» d French Quarter and the levees. AP 


Eco-friendly Pitt 


NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana—Hollywood star Brad Pitt 
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SOME DAYS AGO, WE CITED THE FILM, “I 
Wanna Be Happy" as a good example of how 
canny casting can enhance a production's ap- 
peal to different groups of viewers. Now, our 
review of the movie as a whole: 

“I Wanna Be Happy" shows what happens 
when, after almost 50 years, an ostensibly 
solid marriage “suddenly” falls apart. 

Subsequent scenes show that the breakup 
isn't as “sudden” as it initially appears, and 
that the sins of omission and commission of 
the husband (Eddie Garcia) have slowly but 
surely eroded his wife's (Gloria Romero) 
love for him. 

Thus, Joey Reyes’ film serves as a caution- 
ary warning for both old and young couples 
to never take their union for granted 

Even more tellingly, the break-up has se- 
vere effects on the couple's children (Cherry 
Pie Picache, Joey Marquez, Diana Zubiri 
who begin to have second thoughts about 
their own concepts of ove and loyalty 

‘Thus, the movie makes viewers see that 
the psychological consequences of faithless 
love are profound and far-reaching. 

This should also have been seen inthe atti- 
tudes of the couple's grandchildren, but not 
much of this is shown—an opportunity 
missed. 

But the film is persuasive enough as it is. 
The production's points are made even more 
accessible by the movie's use, not only of 
«drama, but also of wry and/or wacky come- 
dy. 

In this regard, the senior leads, plus Mar 
quez, Keanna Reeves and Marissa Delgado, 
make sure that the laughs—and the breezy 
insights—keep coming. 

Sometimes, however, the томе 
semaphores its signals too urgently, as in 
Cherry Pie's “wise” peroration toward the 
end of the film, in which the story's major 
thematic points are tied up too neatly. 

Other debit points include a rather iam- 
bling mid-section, cruel lighting that makes 
Ms. Romero look much older than she actu 
ally is, and too many small scenes that look 
like they've been conceptualized more for TV 
or easy shooting and thus hinder the бїт 
from really opening up its story's scope as 
much it should 

But these lapses don't substantially com. 
promise the production, which is bolstered 
by che vital performances turned in by Gar 
cia and Romero. 

Between the two of them, these senior 
stars prove that age is truly a state of mind, 
and that, when it comes to insightful and an- 
tic screen performances, these golden oldies 
are definitely goodies, 


A 
The senior leads in this 
movie make sure that 
the laughs keep coming 


May other senior stars also be given 
opportunity to gift us with their knowing 
performances in similarly sparkling cinemat- 
ic showcases later this year. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
These golden oldies are definitely goodies 


[ITITTIIIITIIII 
Wednesday of the month at the Mandarin 
hotel's Captain's Bar is Men of Blue Blood 
(MOBB), 10 baby-boomer and two female 
vocalists who groove to the retro beat of the 
"60s and 70s. 

Chief executives, businessmen and profes- 
sionals by day, the MOBB transform them- 
selves into ardent musicians during their 
twice-monthly gigs. Periodically they invite 
guest bands to perform with them, like the 
band of BIR Commissioner Lito Buñag. Call 
750-8888, extension 2446. 


C № Е.М 


Rockwell Center, Makati City 
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Film Congress 
THE FILM Congress of the 2006 Cine- 
malaya festival will be held at the CCP Lit- 
tle Theater on Thursday and Friday.. The 
congress seeks to explore the various is- 
sues and aspects of independent filmmak- 
ng in the Philippines, assess the gains 
the technology and 
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The movie classic that became a Broadway sensation now becomes a movie musical event! 
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GOLDEN GLOBE NOMINATIONS: 
Best Picture Musical / Comedy 
Best Actor Musical / Comedy (Nathan Lane) 
Best Supporting Actor (Wil Ferrell) 
Best Song (There's Nothing Like A Show On Broadway) 
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June 27 to August 27, 2006 


Mabuhay Tinapay! 
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‘Rocketman’ soars 
A WIDOWED engineer must choose between fulfilling a seemingly ir 
practical ambition and his paternal responsibilities іп “Rocketman, 
six-part family drama that airs Sundays at 8 p.m. on Hallmark Channel. 
Devastated after losing his wife Bethan to cancer, former train 
builder George Stevenson (Robson Green) dreams of building a rocket. 
he could launch into space to scatter her ashes so he and his children, 
Angela (Lucy Evans) and Tom (John Rhys Halliwell) can always see 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 


Come to SHANG'S SEASON-ENDER SALE from JULY 14-31! 
Enjoy up to 75% OFF on selected ems! Gel a chance to 
Wie exciing prizes inthe "SHOP, PICK AND Wil 
Promo during the sale period. 


сазла. be 171 or 032-2727 
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her in the sky. 

He and his man Friday Barney, assembles a 
team of builders, mostly former colleagues 
from a local factory that has closed down. As 
the team builds the Bethan Two, so are they 
rebuilding their ruined egos caused by the 
mass layoff. 

The task at hand becomes complicated 
when personal and work problems distract 


TUESDAY, JULY 18,2006 


"Disney's The Emperor's New School" is an 
animated comedyadventure series about 
Kuzco, a would-be emperor who must gradu: 
are from school before he can claim the 
throne. 

Reprising their roles from the feature film 
are Eartha Kitt as the devious diva Yzma, 
Patrick Warburton as Yzma's manservant Kro- 
nk and Wendie Malick as Pacha's wife Chicha. 
JP Manoux lends his voice for Kuzco, while 
Jessica DiCicco is the voice behind the new 
character Malina, Kuzco's love interest. _ Y 

‘The series picks up where the feature бї 
left off. This show takes place in school, 
where an evil principal is constantly trying to 
turn the hero into a llama. 

"Disney's The Emperors New School" airs 
on Saturdays at 7 p.m. on Disney Channel. 


George and his colleagues. While building the f 


rocket becomes bonding time for father and 
son, Tom starts neglecting schoolwork. 
‘The Emperor’s New 


School 
BASED ON Walt Disney Pictures' popular the- 
atrial release "The Emperors New Groove," 
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Take the family on a wild & wacky trip! 


THE TEM BEGINS TOMORROW 


of her dreams, 
One girl is really 
going overboard. 


is first-time feature 
film director Jeff 
Tan, who earned the. 
privilege to direct a 
full length movie af- 
ter his stylish music 
videos for the likes 
of Gary V and Jay-R 
caught Regal Films 
producer Roselle 
Monteverde-Teo's 

attention, Те 
movie is meant to be 
a reinvention of the 
White Lady urban 
legend. “Young 
blood ang director 
and most of the cast 
зо expect a different 
approach in this hor- 
ror film. The effects 
are out of this 
world!” proudly 
says the Chinese la- 
ду (Mother Lily) be- 
hind "White Lady." 


Pure delite 

Century Типа “A 
Night of Pure De- 
light" held at the M 
café of Ayala Muse- 
um brought the 
house down as the 
gorgeous Century 
superbods and mod- 
els strut their stuff in 
a mini fashion show 
featuring the ele- 
gant designs of Kate 
Torralba. The 
launch was hosted 
by Bianca Valerio 
while DJ meister 
Wendell Garcia spun 
the chillin’ sounds, 
Sitti Navarro 
charmed everyone 
with her version of 
Brazilian bossa no- 
va. And for the culi- 
nary delights, it was 
Century Tuna Lite in 
all its scrumptious 
variations served ala 
finger food—guilt- 
free because it’s the 
perfect food for fig- 
ure-conscious peo- 
ple. 


New health show 

Cath "OK kay 
Doc" on Saturdays, 8 
a.m. on QTV 11. It fo- 
cuses on the preven- 
tion of common and 
threatening illnesses 
as well as facts on di- 
et and finess, Hosted 
by comedienne 
Giselle Sanchez, in- 
temist Dr. Rey Salinel 
and newest poster 
boy hunk Marco Al- 
сагал, the show will 
deliver clean living 
tips into your living 
room. The earlier you 
start to ive clean, the 
later you will leave 
this world. 


Personal 

Endless thanks to 
my dear “Sister in 
Christ” Boy Abunda 
for making it Christ- 
mas in July When 
God made you, He 
supersized your 
heart! Luvyah! 

‘Thanks a mil to my 
good friend Marvin 
Agustin for the yum- 
my treat at his Oyster 
Boy (Cubao). Your 
kindness is the best 
thing on your menut 

My gay son IC 
would like to thank 
Ms Elaine Aranyana 
for the red-carpet 
treatment she gave 
him at her heavenly 
Aranyana resort in 
Bohol He stayed 
there with the rest of 
the cast of Cesar 
Montano comedy 
fm “Reunion,” 
where he plays his 
dream role as а guy. 
Thanks, Buboy, for 
being such a great 
mentor to C. 


For feedback, e-mail 
wateringholeshangri- 
laGyahoo.com. 
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A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats іп town. 4 
Get Special discounts for volume purchases! 7 
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‘CALLALILY: from left, Tatsi Jamnaque (guitar), Lemuel Belaro (drums), Alden Acosta 


(guitar), Kean Cipriano (vocals) and Aaron Ricafrente (bass). 
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ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF THE YEAR! 


HIGHLY ENTERTAINING, 
DELIGHTFUL & HEARTHWARWING! 


Thoroughly Enjoyable! Laugh Until You Cry. | 


GRADED “B” BY СЕВ 
MIRES PG-13 eS, 
EDDIE GARCIA GLORIA ROMERO 
CHERRY PIE PICACHE DIANA ZUBIRI 
CHRISTIAN VAZQUEZ ALFRED VARGAS 
KEANNA REEVES as cristy and JOEY MARQUEZ 


In alphabetical order 
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SOUTH BORDER 


Album sales down in the US 


LOS ANGELES—US ALBUM SALES WERE 
down 42 percent in the first half of the year, 
but sales of music downloaded online soared 
77 percent, according to industry figures. 

Total sales of albums across different for 
mats — CDs, digital albums, cassette and oth- 
ers — stood at 270.6 million between Jan. 2 
and July 2, compared to 282.6 million in the 
same period last year, according to Nielsen 
SoundScan figures released Friday. 

The top-selling album so far this year is a 
soundtrack inspired by the Disney Channel 
movie “High School Musical,” which has sold 
more than 2.6 million units. 

‘Albums by Rascal Flats, James Blunt, Mary 
J. Blige and Carrie Underwood round out the 
top five. 

The decline reflects in part a dearth of big 
hits compared to the same period in 2005, 
which saw Mariah Carey and rapper 50 Cent 
each release multi-platinum sellers. АР 


Twoin one 

SONY BMG Music Entertainment releases 
"The 2 in 1 Series"—a two disc compilation of 
top OPM artists that soared the industry into. 
greater heights in the 905. 

The collection gathers the best OPM acts of 
powerhouse labels Sony and BMG. 

It includes selections from Wolfgang's 
"Semenelin" and "Serve In Silence" albums, 
Razorback's "Beggar's Moon" and "Two Star," 
Kitchie Nadal and Melody del Mundo's “Bi 
day" and "One Million Stories for Mojofly 
and Sugar Hiccup's "Oracle" and “Womb.” 

‘Also Yano's “Yano” and “Tara.” We just 
tened again to this group's hits of over a 
decade ago—including “Kumusta Na?," 
“Tsinelas,” “Banal na Aso, Santong Kabayo,” 
"Trapo'— and marveled at how relevant they 
still are to these times. Consider such familiar 
lines as, "Trapo ka kasi... di na binoboto, pero 
nananalo." 

Natatawa ako, hi-hi-i-hi 

Incidentally, we listened on a stormy day 
when the lights went out. E kasi walang ko- 
туеше... wala, wala, wala. 

That was fun. 


RACHELLE Ann Go 


New single 
RACHELLE Ann Go's new single is a light, bit 
tersweet ballad entitled “Bakit,” composed by 
actor-turned-musician Chuckie Dreyfus. 

‘The cut from her second album, “I Care” is 
Rachelle's first Tagalog single. 

Her first single from the album is "If You. 
Walk Ашау” produced by Christian de 
Walden and Carlo Nasi 


All-hit album 
AFTER THE Warner Music and Sony BMG 
multi-artist compilation "Big" comes the se- 
quel "Bigger." which puts together 19 hits 
"Bigger" opens with Madonna's “Hung Up” 
from her dance album "Confessions on a 
Dance Floor" and Mariah Carey's "Its Like 
That" from her multi-platinum "Emancipa. 
tion of Mimi." 


Other hitmakers featured in the album 
are Madonna, Mariah Carey, Pussycat 
Dolls, Green Day, Destiny's Child, Britney 
Spears, Michael Buble, Westlife, Usher and 
Alicia Keys. 


Pinoy house track 

GOOD House Music, which compiles 15 club 
hits from international artists, has an interest- 
ing single called “О Ano?,” a local remix fea- 
turing dialogue excerpts from Dindo Fernan- 
do and Gloria Diaz in the classic ‘70s Danny 
Zialcita movie “Nagalit Ang Buwan Sa Haba 
Ng Gabi.” 

Produced by Warner Music Philippines, the 
“Pinoy house track” is supported by a hilari- 
ous music video starring funny man Jojo Ale- 
jar doing his famous dance antics while walk- 
ing the streets of Manila. 


Callalily's debut 

CALLALILY S debut album “Destination XYZ” 
will soon be in récord stores nationwide. The 
carrier single is “Stars.” 

Produced by 6cydemind guitarist Rye 
Sarmiento, the album also includes the songs 
“Pasan,” “Take My Hand,” “Magbalik,” 
“Yakap,” “Kung Kaya Ko Lang,” “Takipsilim,” 
“Sanctuary,” “Cool Off" "Dream," "Insane" 
and “The Final Song.” 

The band is composed of Kean Cipriano on 
vocals, Aaron Paul Ricafrente on bass, Tatsi 
Jamnaque on guitars, Alden Acosta on guitars 
and Lemuel Belaro on drums. 


Nina says 4 Do’ 
‘THE R&B flavored “I Do,” the first single from 
Nina's self-titled studio album under Warner 
‘Music Philippines, had a simultaneous radio 
premiere last week. It was played in Magic 
89.9, 99.5RT, Mellow 94.7, Wave 89.1, RX 
93.1, 97.1 WIS, Mix FM Davao, UR97 Davao, 
Monster Radio Davao, Killerbee Davao, Killer 
bee Cebu, Killerbee Bacolod, Killerbee Ca- 
gayan de Oro, and Monster Radio Cebu. 

The album will be available in music stores 
on Aug. 15. 
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Catch the stars of White Lady at the following malls: 


JULY 22, ROBINSONS PAMPANGA, 4pm * JULY 23, SM SUCAT, 4pm 
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T SOUTH Border re. 

cently came back to 
Manila from a suc- 
cessul tour of the 
United States, where 
they performed in 
mainstream clubs on 
both’ the East and 
West Coasts. 

On the West Coast, 
they entertained SRO 
crowds at the Viper 
Room оп Sunset 
Boulevard in Holly- 
‘wood; the-Armory in 
San Diego; the South 
San Francisco Audi- 
orium; The Gig on 
Melrose Avenue, Hol- 
lywood; уфт 
Lounge at downtown 
Long Beach; and 
Knitting Factory, also 
in Hollywood. 

On the East Coast, 
they played at the 
Roxy Club in New 
York; The Lisner Au- 
кошт in Washing- 
ton, DC, Pickwick 
Theater ^ at Park 
Ridge, Illinois; and 
Maydenbauer Center 
їп Bellevue, Wash- 
ington. 

The group left 
again to perform at 
the Ulster Hall in 
Belfast on July 15, 
and at the Lampton 
Park in Hounslow, 
London on July 16 
for the “22nd Barrio 
Fiesta sa London." 

They will be back 
їп the countzy їп Au- 
gust, but only for a 
while. In September, 
they proceed to Aus- 
malia to play at 
Oz—and then back 
to the US for more 
sigs. 
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Oil, gold, dollar surge on Mideast crisis 


CURRENCIES 


Pars: Dealers say crude price set to break $80/barrel 


GOLD PRICES HIT AN EIGHEWEEK PEAK YESTERDAY, “Sefehaven ows are driving the In Asia the MSCI inder of major 
З oil futures traded near record highs, the dollar advanced vae. i me midds tas консын parc ate of Japan fell 1.2 

against the yen and euro, and stock markets plummeted as thinking that this islikely to takecenter European stocks are likely to slip 
investors sought safe-havens on escalating conflict in the stage for markets,” said Jan Lambregts, with spread betters in London calling 


head of research, „ at Rabobank in Britain's FTSE 100, Fi "s CAC 40 
budget surplus /B4 Middle East. Singapore e EUR 
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MY WIFE TOLD ME SHE WAS SPENDING 
pwo hours in the gym every day and I was 
pleased. That is until I discovered the in- 
structor's name was Jim. 

{ An 80-year old man said to his wife, "I am 
going to take these new Viagra pills.” His 79- 
year old wife got out of her rocking chair and 
Said, “If you are going to the doctor, then Tam 
toming too. If you are going to use that rusty 
old thing, Lam going to get a tetanus shot.” 


Asa result of the ever-increasing level of vi- 
olence in the Middle East, stock markets glob- 
ally have suffered one of their worst declines 
since the 9/11 attack. Europe and Asian mar- 
kets have fallen by more than the Dow and 
he Shanghai stock market tumbled 4 percent 
ina single day. However, this was due to fears 
that a spate of IPOs would suck capital out of 
the system. 

‘The main impact has been to send com- 
inodity prices to new peaks, the most impor- 
tant of which is oil, now at $78 a barrel. As 
арап, China and most European countries 
import nearly all their ofl, the initial effect 
will be to increase inflation pressure on their 
economies. Last month, 16 countries raised 
bank rates to combat inflation. 

‘The secondary effect will be to slow growth 
inthe second half of the year and the first half 
of 2007. So although, so far U.S. companies 
reported satisfactory results for the second 
quarter, there is likely to be deterioration in 
the rate of growth from double digit to high 
single digit in the third and fourth quarters. 

Fed Chair Bermankes problems have now 
got worse. With wages rising 3.6 percent year- 
on-year, compared to an inflation target of 2 
percent he will have to raise rates again next 
month and probably beyond. Ifyou look at the. 
history of the U.S. economy, you will see that 
every time rates have been hiked to 6 percent, 
а recession has followed. Some were fairly 
short but one-lasted three years so he will try 
to avoid reaching that figure, if he can. 

All this is very bearish and last Thursday, 1 
wrote in my daily newsletter that with the risk 
factor at 98, investors should not be in the 
market, This refers only to Philippine stocks, 
as Iam unable to apply this indicator to other 
countries or to commodities due to the avail- 
able data being in a format I cannot use. 
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All-out war in the Middle East 


MR. BEARBULL 


Ron Nathan 


So far, the local market has held up surpris- 
ingly well. This has been due to net foreign 
buying for the nine trading days preceding Ju- 
ly 14. Last Friday and yesterday, foreign funds 
became net sellers of TEL and this caused a big 
fall in the price of the stock. Last week, the 
massive outflow of funds ($16 billion) from 
emerging markets ceased and $1 billion was 
invested. The fate of Asian markets lies with 
the decision of overseas fund managers. 

АШ this suggests that markets around the 
‘world will keep falling for the next month but 
1 think this is unlikely unless oil prices rise 
above $85 a barrel. At present, the war be 
tween Israel and Lebanon dominates news re- 
ports from CNN and BBC but as the fighting 
continues in the weeks ahead, people will get 
used to it. They will come to regard it as a lo- 
cal war and pay less attention to it. This is 
what has happened in Baghdad where car 
bombs kill scores of people every day. It is no 
Jonger news, itis accepted as normal. 

Thave no confidence in the ability of group 
of nations to achieve anything. Decades ago, 
there was the League of Nations. It proved го 
be totally ineffective and was eventually abol- 
ished and replaced by the United Nations. Af- 
ter a great deal of negotiation, the Security 
Council passed a unanimous 15-0 resolution 
condemning North Korea for testing missiles. 
Within 45 minutes, the spokesman for North 
Korea stated that the resolution was rejected 
and missile tests will continue. 

As for the G8, President Bush tried to lec- 
ture President Putin on democracy and was 
sharply rebuffed. Russia was denied member. 
ship of the World Trade Organization. As for 
the Israel-Lebanon war, the U.S. and Ger- 
many support Israel, nobody supports 
Hezbollah but President Putin accused Israel 
of using excessive force. All that will result 
will bea plea to both sides to show restraint, a 
plea that both sides will ignore. 

The most serious problem is Iran, which 


continues to produce enriched uranium from 
"Which atomic bombs can be made. The U.S. 
and itsallies want to impose sanctions but Rus- 
sia and China will veto such a move because 
they want to get a stake in Iran's oil. Russia 
found a perfect solution. It would process the 
"uranium for Iran but would keep the end prod- 
uct, enriched uranium. This offer was ap- 
proved by ай five members but Iran rejected it, 
thereby showing its true warlike intentions. 

Iran has stated several times that it intends 
to wipe Israel off the face of the earth. In 
1990, Israel attacked its nuclear plant and set 
back its program 10 years. The rest of the 
world breathed a sigh of relief but now Iran is 
thought to be only a few years away from pro- 
ducing an atomic bomb and delivering it to 
any partof the Middle East. 

Tf iran does not agree to Russia's proposal, 1 
foresee that within five years. israel, with the 
assistance of the U.S., will attack Iran, possi- 
bly with atomic weapons. The resulting con: 
flagrations will send oil above $100 and gold 
above $1,000. As for stock markets, the im- 
pact will be traumatic. The Security Council 
has got to be firm or else the above scenario is 
inevitable. 

Returning to the local markets, PLDT is still 
diversifying and has bought SPI Technologies 
Inc, a Manila-based back-office service 
provider for $135 million. The acquisition 
will allow PLDT to grow its global outsourc- 
ing and offshoring business. SPI employs 
6,500 people providing publishing, legal tran- 
scription and other services to 150 companies 
in the Philippines, india, China and Vietnam, 
a useful acquisition. 

Eleven companies have expressed an interest 
in acquiring the governments stake in water util- 
ity firm Maynilad Water Services. Local firms 
‘MWCand DMC will be among the bidders. 

Remittances in May totaled $1.14 billion, 
14.8-percent higher than last year and 27- 
percent higher than last month. Without 
these remittances, the economy would be in a 
sorry state and the peso rate much higher. The 
remittances cover the trade deficit. 

Ona lighter note, Krispy Kreme Doughnuts 
will open stores in the Philippines in an effort 
to promote obesity and heart disease. The 
Mayon Volcano is again spewing mayonnaise. 

Comments at mrbearbull@hotmail.com 


Oil, gold, dollar surge on Mideast crisis 


From page BI 
and Germany's DAX indexes 16-26 points 
lower at the start of trading. 

Hong Kong's Hang Seng stock index fell for 
the third straight day, shedding almost 1 per- 
cent toa two-week low. 

Financial markets in Japan and South Ko- 
rea were closed for holidays. 

With no diplomatic initiative insight to end 
the fighting, analysts said the conflict could 
spread through the Middle East to include 
Tran and Syria and roil a region that supplies 
almost a third of the world's crude oil. 

“It’s geopolitics at the fore,” said Justin 
Smirk, senior economist at Westpac in Syd- 
ney. “israel has been the Key story over the 
weekend, with oil investors keenly watching 
supply-side risk should the conflict look like 
expanding, 


BUYERS 
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Ой prices have climbed almost 12 percent in 
the past month and have nearly doubled in the. 
past two years, partly because of conflicts in key 
producers such as Iraq and Nigeria and more re- 
cently because of security concerns over Iran 
and North Korea's nuclear ambitions. 

These have occurred at а time when de- 
mand is soaring їп rapidly developing 
economies such as China and India. 

Light, sweet crude for August delivery 
gained 55 cents to $77.58 a barrel in Asian 
electronic trading on the New York Mercan- 
tile Exchange, mid-afternoon in Singapore. 

‘The contract reached an intraday record of 
$78.40 a barrel Friday before settling at an 
all-time closing high of $77.03, 


$80/barrel barrier 

Dealers said oil looked set to break the $80 
barrier with some even talking about the pos- 
sibility of $100 as the Group of Eight (G8) ma- 
jor powers warned Sunday of “serious” chal- 
lenges posed by rising crude prices. 

“We have to deal with serious and linked 
challenges such as high and volatile oil 
prices," the GB leaders said in a statement. 
adopted at their summit in Saint Petersburg, 

Russia. 
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"Oil prices are very 
sensitive to tensions 
їп the Middle East, 
the source of more 
than a fifth of world 
ой output,” Sucden 
analyst ^ Michael 
Davies said. 
Adjusted for infla- 
tion, curent oil 
prices still remain be- 
low levels reached 
after the 1979 Irani- 
an revolution of 
about $85 in today's 
money but are get- 
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ting perilously close to the level 
"On top of that, demand usually slows on 
high oil prices, but that doesn't seem to be the. 
case now,” Gorey said. 
"There are a lot of things going on right 
‘now that could increase ой prices, “he said 


Gold rush 

As rising oil prices triggered inflationary 
pressures worldwide, nervous investors 
flocked to gold and other assets that are tradi- 
tionally seen as a shield against wealth ero- 
sion caused by accelerating prices. 

Spot gold prices rose yesterday to $675 an 
ounce, their highest level since the middle of 
May. 

Gold has rebounded after plunging from a 
record high of $730 in May to a low of $543 in 
June. 

“It looks like gold is certainly going to test 
higher at some point, unless it calms down 
which looks very unlikely. We don't seem to 
have any rationality when it comes to dealing 
with the Middle East,” said Darren Heathcote, 
head of trading at Investec Australia in Sydney. 

‘The escalating violence in the Middle East 
and rising inflationary pressures--which have 
caused the US Federal Reserve to raise its key 
interest rate 17 times over the past two 
years—have also helped the dollar, the 
‘world’s most liquid currency. 

The dollar rose as high as 116.39 yen yes- 
terday, its highest level in just over two weeks. 
The euro weakened to about $1.2622, its ow. 
est level since June 29. 

"The escalation of violence in the Middle 
East over the weekend should continue to see 
the US dollar supported as the week gets un- 
derway said Tony Morriss, a senior currency 
strategist at ANZ Investment Bank. 

On the local front, share prices closed 
down 1.58 percent yesterday, hitting a two- 
week low on growing concerns that record 
high oil prices will slow economic growth, 
dealers said 

‘They said the downside was supported, 
however, after news of a budget surplus for a 
third consecutive month in June encouraged 
some bargain hunting. (See story on page B4) 


Local stocks slide 

‘The composite index lost 34.94 points at 
2,175.21 after trading between 2,151.26 and 
2,210.15. Monday's close was the lowest fin- 
ish since June 29, when the index ended at 
2,084.62. Volume was 1.28 billion shares 
worth P1.35 billion. 

Losers outnumbered gainers 54 to 23, with 
48 stocks unchanged Reuters, AFP 
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DISCLOSURES 


WATERFRONT Phils., Inc. will hold its annual stockholders’ meeting on 
August 5, 10 a.m. at the Waterfront Hotel in Cebu City. Stockholders of 
record as of July 10 are entitled to vote at the meeting, 


THE PHILODRILL Corp. has disclosed their agreement to the sale of 

107,072,871 shares of Edsa Properties Holdings, Inc. to Anglo Philippine 

Holdings Corp. at P1.00 apiece. 

LUCIO L. Co, Robert Y. Cokeng, Leonardo B. Dayao, Eduardo F. Hernan- 

dez, Ponciano К. Mathay, Angel Uy Tan and Reyno C. Salom have been 

elected directors of Alcorn Gold Resources Corp. on July 14. 
Compiled by Kate Pedroso, PDI Research 
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Euro 
Equivalent 
0790514 
0.006806 
1452202 
0101686 
0840715 
0700621. 
0.407554 
0.595266 
2097021 
0210787 
0495993 
0.000086 
0.020787 
0.215228 
1.000000 
0258452 
0358292 
0134070 
0017100 
0215399 
0.072003 
0489816 
0126525 
0013114 
0109668 
0.000829 
0108630 
0.015228 
0024199 
0000968 


uly 18, 2006 
Country 
United States 
Japan 
United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Switzerland 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australa 
Bahrain 
Saudi Arabia 
Brunel 
Indonesia 
Thaland 
UAE 

Euro 
Argentina 
Brazi! 
Denmark 
nda 
Malaysia 
Мейо 

New Zealand 
Norway 
Pakistan 
South Africa 
Korea 
‘Sweden 
Syra 
Taiwan 
Venezuela 


Dollar 
Equivalent 
1000000 
0.008610 
1.838900 
0.128607 
0.810504 
0.886289 
0.529406 
0783012 
2.852731 
0266645 
0.627431 
0000109 
0026295 
0.272284 
1265000 
0.324412 
0.450836 
0169598 
0921631 
0272480 
0.091084 
0.619617 
0.160067 
0016589 
0138727 
0.001049 
0137417 
0.019264 
0030612 
0.000468 


Peso 
Equivalent 
524550 
04516 
964298 
6.7462 
475158 
454912 
33161 
395000 
199.1517 
139871 
328108 
00057 
13793 
142819 
853668. 
17.0174 
236491 
88064 
1197 
142832 
47779 
32.5026 
83065 
03702 
pul 
00550 
12083 
10105 
16058 
0.0284 


Unit 
Dolar. 
Yn 
Pound 
Dolar 
Franc 
Dollar 
Dollar 
Dolar, 
Dinar” 
Rial 
Dolar 
Rupiah 
Baht 
Dirham 
uro 
Peso 
Real 
Kroner 
Rupee 
Ringgit 
New Peso 
Dollar 
Kroner 
Rupee 
Rand 
Won 
Kroner 
Pound 
Mt Dollar 
Вомаг 
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SOUTH KOREAS COMMITMENT 


Asean + 3 rice reserve seen hitting 500,000MT 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


THE EMERGENCY RICE RESERVE 
now maintained by the Association of 
South East Asian Nations plus China, 
Japan and South Korea, also known as 
the Asean + 3, is expected to increase. 
to about 500,000 metric tons this year, 
а government official said Friday. 

The current East Asia Emergency 


Rice Reserve was placed at 337,000 
tons, boosted by commitment from 
Japan to contribute 250,000 MT. An- 
other 150,000 metric tons would be 
added soon by the South Korean gov- 
emment, said National Food Adminis- 
trator Gregorio Tan. 

‘South Korea is expected to firm up its 
commitment in a meeting of the Asean 
+3 in October this year, said Tan, who is 


Napocor keeps 
one-day power 
sale scheme 


By Abigail L. Ho 


NATIONAL POWER CORP HAS 
assured its customers that it had no 
plans of scrapping its one-day power 
sales (ODPS) program and that it would 
even improve the scheme to better serve 
power buyers. 

In a statement issued yesterday, 
Napocor president Cyril del Callar said 
certain revisions were now being made 
to the ODPS, including "а commitment. 
to guarantee a firm three-day price for 
(the electricity) quantities that will be 
bid out" through the scheme. 

“Through this three-day firm price guar- 
antee, Napocor will thereby assume the gen- 
erator’s risk, which will hopefully prevent 
any recurrence of sudden suspensions ofthe 
ODPS program in the future,” he said. 

Under the ODPS scheme, Napocor 
sells its excess capacity through an on- 
line, daily public bidding, 

Napocor customers, particularly those 
with self-generation capacity of at least 
1 megawatt (MW), can buy their power 
requirements through the scheme to 
avail themselves of lower rates. 

Many of the country big power users tap 
the ODPS system for their power needs. 

‘The program was twice suspended in 
May and June, prompting the Philippine 
‘Chamber of Commerce and Industry and 
the Federation of Philippine Industries 
to call for a more reliable system in im- 
plementing the scheme. 

PCCI president Donald Dee had said that 
sudden cancellation ofthe discounted elec- 
tricity sale had adverse impact on power-in- 
tensive industries such as cement and steel 
manufacturing, including additional costs of 
at least P20 million on each occasion. 

Del Callar said the program was suspend- 
ed earlier due to lack of power reserves 

"We wish to stress that the ODPS pro- 
gram is offered on an as-available basis 
only. This means Napocor can only sell 
the capacity in excess of the 13.1-per- 
cent reserve requirement (of the system 
peak demand) specified by the Philip- 
pine Grid Code,” he said. 

He said that when the ODPS transac- 
tions were cancelled, power reserves fell 
below the requirement due to the trip- 
ping of four power facilities, including 
the 600-megavolt-ampere transformer 
bank of the San Jose Del Monte substa- 
tion of the National Transmission Corp. 
in Bulacan, the 500-MW Quezon Power 
Philippines Ltd. coal-fired power plant 
in Quezon, Block B of the 1,200-MW Ili- 
Jan gas-fired power facility in Batangas, 
and Unit 2 of Napocor's 600-MW Calaca 
coal-fired power plant. 


Anglophil buys 
5% interest in 
Edsa Properties 


INVESTMENT FIRM ANGLO-PHILIPPINE 
Holdings Corp. has acquired a 5-percent stake 
in property developer Edsa Properties Hold- 
ings Inc. (ЕРНІ). 

Anglophil president Christopher Gotanco 
said the company had purchased 214 million 
shares, equivalent to one board seat in EPHI. 
This will expand Anglophil's portfolio in com- 
mercial property development. 

Anglophil currently owns 15.8 percent of 
North Triangle Depot Development Corp., the 
developer of “Trinoma,” which is being built 
on the 16-hectare MRT-3 main depot in Que- 
zon City. 

Anglophil is headed by its chair and Na- 
tional Bookstore executive Alfredo Ramos. 

National Bookstore owns 11.42 percent of 
ЕРНІ. With Anglophil, the Ramos group will 
control 3 board seats, Gotanco said. 

ЕРНІ biggest shareholder is Travel Aim 
Investment B.V with 38.5 percent. Travel Aim 
is listed on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange 
and controlled by the Kuok Group. 

Yesterday, Anglophil said it bought 107 mil 
lion ЕРНІ shares at P1 a share from Philodril. 

Gotanco said Philodrill decided to sell its 
entire holdings in ЕРНІ to focus on oil explo- 
ration. Philodrillis currently looking at partic- 
ipating in oil exploration activities in North- 
West Palawan through funds raised from the 
sale of its interest in EPHI. 

EPHIs subsidiaries include Shangri-La 
Plaza Corp. (78.72 percentowned); Edsa 
Parking Services Inc. (100 percent), and The 
Shang Grand Tower Corp. (100 percent). 

Elizabeth L. Sanchez 
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in charge of the East Asia Emergency 
Rice Reserve. 

The reserve currently stands at 
337,000 tons following a commitment 
made by Japan last year to contribute 
250,000 tons. 

Member countries of the Asean +3 are 
holding consultations aimed at determin- 
ing their shares in the emergency reserve. 

"The pilot implementation of the emer- 


gency reserve started in January last year 
and will end in 2007. Agriculture minis- 
ters of member-countries are expected to 
make the program permanent, he added. 

The rice reserve is intended for use in 
the region during calamities. 

Asean is composed of Malaysia, Sin- 
gepore, Indonesia, the Philippines, 
Thailand, Vietnam, Brunel, Cambodia, 
Laos and Myanmar. 


Gov't posts P12.7-B budget surplus 


Good revenue performance and tight 
spending kept 6-month gap below ceiling 


By Michelle. V. Remo 


THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 
registered a budget surplus of P12.7 
billion in June on account of good 
revenue collection and tight spend- 
ing. 

Data from the Department of Fi- 
папсе showed that revenue collection 
in June hit P81.3 billion while expen- 
diture amounted to only P68.6 bil 
lion. 

"Given the positive fiscal perfor- 
mance, we are confident to attain the 
target of posting a budget deficit (for 
the full year) of not more than P125 
billion, or 2.1 percent of the gross do 
mestic product (GDP),” Finance Sec- 
retary Margarito Teves said in a press 
briefing. 

The surplus in June brought the 
government's fiscal position for the 
first six months of the year to a deficit 
of only P31.5 billion, way below the 
90.4-billion ceiling set for the six- 
month period. 

The Bureau of Internal Revenue 
and the Bureau of Customs—the gov- 
emment’s major revenue eam- 
'ers—both surpassed their collection 
targets for the month of June. The 
BIR tumed in P50.4 billion in tax col- 
lection, higher than its target of P46 
billion, while the BOC generated 
P18.5 billion in duties versus its goal 
of P18.2 billion. 


The ВІК higher-than- 


A 


grammed tax collection in June re- 
fiected a recovery from the shortfalls 
incurred in the previous months. In- 
ternal revenue officials attributed the 
agency's performance in June to a 
host of revenue-enhancement mea- 
sures, including tighter tax auditing 
schemes. 

For the first six months, the BIRS 
total tax collection stood at P318.4 
billion, only P2.8 billion short of the 
P321.2-billion target for the period. 

The BOC, which has consistently 
met its monthly collection targets 
since the start of the year, collected 
P94.8 billion in duties in the first six 
months, higher than the P89.7-billion 
target 

“It was a very good performance. 
We are sticking to our goal of achiev- 
ing a balanced budget position by 
2008," National Treasurer Omar Cruz 
said in a separate press briefing. 

The failure of Congress to pass the 
proposed 2006 national budget, 
while feared to cause a drag on the 
country’s economic output, forced 
the government to restrain expendi- 
tures. 

The P68.6-illion expenditure in 
June brought the government's total 
spending for the first six months to 
only P502.6 billion, or 10.1 percent 
lower than the P546.4 billion intend- 
ed for the period under the supposed 
national budget for 2006. 

Congress failed to pass the pro- 


T 


posed P1.0S3-trillion 2006 budget 
before it went on a recess last month 
їп view of a deadlock between the 
Lower House and the Senate on cer- 
tain issues. While the former wanted 
the proposal intact, the upper cham. 
ber wanted to eliminate several in- 
frastructure related projects and cut 
the budget down to only P1.027 tril- 
lion. 

‘Teves said the executive branch 
would stil try to persuade legislators 
to approve the proposed budget 
when sessions resumed later this 
month. If this would not work, then 

е executive branch would ask 

ngress to approve a supplemental 
budget. 

The finance chief said the Depart- 
ment of Budget and Management 
was looking at asking between P50 
billion and P53 billion in supplemen- 
tal budget from Congress. 

He said the executive branch could 

supplemental budget if the 
government would generate revenue 
in excess of what was programmed 
fora period. The surpluses in the pre- 
vious months would be enough rea- 
son to support the request for a sup- 
plemental budget, Teves said. 

"We just have to explain to them 
Gegislators) that the additional bud- 
get is important and that it is needed 
to build more farm-to-market roads 
and improve on educational and oth- 
er services,” Teves said 


HUNDREDS of job seekers registered at the Inquirer Employment Expo 2006 at the Glorietta activity center. The 
three-day job fair was formally opened yesterday by Vice President Noli de Castro and Philippine Daily Inquirer chair 


Marixi R. Prieto. 


T-bill rates up 
despite improved 
fiscal position 


‘THE BELLWETHER 91-DAY TREASURY BILL 
rate inched up slightly to 6.078 percent yes- 
terday despite the government's announce- 
ment ofa budget surplus in June. 

The new 91-day ТЫЙ rate was 0.4 basis 
point higher than the 6.074 percent recorded 
inthe auction two weeks ago. 

“Investors are perplexed and there is hardly 
any trading in the secondary market for T-bills. 
Obviously, investors do not know what to do 
Gin the wake of ongoing conflicts in the Middle 
East)" National Treasurer Omar Cruz said in a 
press briefing after the T-bill auction. 

‘The rate for the 182-day bill rose by 0.9 ba- 
sis point to fetch 6.994 percent, while the 
364-day government security remained at its 
previous rate of 7.815 percent. 

Fiscal authorities believed that the govern 
ments better-than-expected fiscal perfor 
mance in June, which was announced yester- 
day morning in time for the opening of the fi 
nancial market, should have helped bring 
down the T-bill rates. 

Cruz, however, said that uncertainty over 
seas dampened the mood even of investors in 
locel government securities. 

Market concerns were blamed on conflicts 
between Lebanon and Israel. This develop- 
ment is expected to fuel another round of 
sharp increases in oil prices, given that the 
Middle East accounts for more than 30 per 
cent of world’s ой supply, and pull down giob- 
al economic output. 

Although banks sought for higher risk pre- 
miums on government securities, they still 
showed appetite for the debt instruments as 
indicated by the huge volume of bids. 

Tenders for the 91-day bill reached P5.34 
billion, higher than the government's debt of- 
fering of only P2 billion per ТЬШ tenor. Bids 
for the 182-day bill stood at P6.979 billion, 
while those for the one-year government se: 
curity reached P3.935 billion 

The Bureau of the Treasury's auction com- 
mittee accepted P2 billion worth of bids for 
the three-month bill and another P2 billion 
for the six-month bills. The committee accept: 
ed only P950 million worth of bids for the 
‘one-year bill to keep its rate from rising be- 
yond secondary market levels. 

In the meantime, Cruz announced that the 
BTr was set to cut down the amount of T-bill 
and Treasury bond offering in the second half 
of the year if the proposed 2006 budget 
would not be passed. 

The legislature failed to pass the proposed 
P1.053-tillion 2006 budget before it went on a 
recess last month, but economic managers are 
still hoping it could get the proposed budget 
passed when sessions resume later this month. 

Without a new budget for this year, the gov 
emment would have to keep its spending within 
the levels under the 2005 budget program. The 
2005 budget is only P918.619 billion. 

Under its borrowing program for this year, 
the government is expected to raise P310.2 
billion from the domestic market and P221.4 
billion from the foreign market. 


Michelle Вето 


Gov't, mining sector drafting mineral reporting code 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


THE PHILIPPINE STOCK EXCHANGE 
and mining experts see more invest 
ments in mining stocks with the craft- 
ing of a code that will align the public 
reporting of exploration results, miner- 
al resources and ore reserves with glob- 
al standards. 

Mining experts attending a briefing 


held by the PSE yesterday said the gov- 
ernment and the private sector hoped 
to complete the draft of the Philippine 
Mineral Reporting Code (PMRC) by the 
end of the year. The code will be similar 
to Australia's Joint Ore Reserve Com- 
mittee (JORC) code. 

At present, the Philippines has no 
standards for public reporting of miner- 
al exploration activities, mineral and 


energy resources and ore reserves. Pub- 
lic disclosures of mineral resources 
have followed various industry prac- 
tices and terms that have been loosely 
used, resulting in declaration of miner- 
al resources that are “ambiguous and 
less credible" by international stan- 
dards, mining expert Philippine Miner- 
al Development Institute Foundation 
(PMDIF) said. 


“The importance of having a code 
is that we will be compatible when 
we produce reports on Philippine 
prospects and mines. It will be easily 
accepted by investors from overseas 
because it will be written in a com- 
mon and locally compatible techni- 
cal language," Rudy Obial, director. 
trustee of PMDIF said in a briefing 
yesterday. 


Loans extended by commercial banks up 1.1% 


LENDING BY THE COUNTRYS COM- 
‘mercial banks reached P1.607 trillion 
in the first six months of the year, 1.1 
percent higher than year-ago level. 

According to the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas (BSP), the increase in the 
overall lending by commercial banks 
was brought about by efforts of the gov- 
emment and industry members to trim 
down the banking system's nonper- 
forming loans (МІЗ). 

Monetary authorities, however, admit- 
ted that the increase remained modest 
due to weak corporate demand for loans 
and thecautious lending stance of banks. 


The BSP said in a report that the slight 
increase in lending by commercial banks 
was due to the higher loans extended to 
the following industries: Financial insti 
tutions, real estate and business services 
sector, loans to which grew 139 per- 
сеш; community social and personal 
services, 6.5 percent; agriculture, fish- 
eries and forestry 4.6 percent; and min- 
ing and quarrying, 2.1 percent. 

Loans to the following sectors posted 
а decline: Construction, -26.6 percent; 
manufacturing, -10.8 percent; trans- 
portation, storage and communication, 
743 percent; and wholesale and retail 


trade, -3 percent. 

"The evolution of business opera- 
tions has given rise to alternative fi- 
nancing arrangements that reduced, to 
some extent, the need for firms to seek 
funding from the banks,” the BSP said 
ina statement. 

It added, however, that a consider- 
able rise in lending could be seen over 
the medium term as banks continue to 
improve on their nonperforming loans 
ratio and as the economy posts higher 
growth. 

The recent two-year extension of the 
Special Purpose Vehicle Act, strongly 


lobbied for by the banking industry and 
the BSP is one of the major programs 
intended to trim down the banking sec- 
tors NPLs. 

The BSP earlier reported that the 
banking industry's nonperforming loan 
ratio, or the ratio of soured loans to to- 
tal loans, stood at 7.36 percent in May. 
This translated to bad loans of P141.13 
billion. 

The law provides various fiscal in- 
centives—such as tax privileges and 
discounts on fees—for the sale of 
soured assets by banks to asset manage- 
ment companies. — Michelle V Remo 
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TESSIE SY, DAUGHTER OF HENRY SY 
who started the drooling-over-EPCIB 
business group called SM, just held 
“secret” talks with GSIS head Winston 
Garcia. 

Tn the talks, the two arrived at a price 
for the GSIS-owned shares in the coun- 
туз third largest bank EPCIB, and it was 
P92 per share, which was really just the 
minimum price that was set by Garcia in 
his plan to sell the shares through public 
bidding. 

‘The same SM group, represented by 
Banco de Oro president Nestor Tan, earli- 
er already offered the same GSIS a higher 
price of P95 per share. 

So what happened? Why is Garcia tak- 
ing a dive? Word has it that Garcia per- 
haps heard a voice from above, coming 
from somewhere in the vicinity of Mala- 
cafiang. The Palace intercession could be 
the work ofthe two "godfathers" who are 
helping Tessie Sy in the takeover of E 
CIB—at the expense of the GSIS and the 
555. 

In the Malacafiang apparition, the Ce- 
bu hometown boy Garcia apparently got 
ап ungodly instruction to negotiate with 
Tessie Sy to sete their differences over 
ECI 

Unlike SSS boss Corazon de la Paz, 
who betrayed SSS members by siding 
with the SM group without much ado, 
Garcia was the thom in the takeover side. 
of Tessie Sy. 

Garcia even invited ће SSS to join the 
GSIS in the auction. Together, their shares 
‘would reach more than 40 percent ofthe 
bank. They could fetch a fantastic price 

Even better than that, they could also 
‘combine the 10 percent ‘treasury shares" 
in the sale, thus offering majority control. 
of the bank to the buyer In short, BIG pre- 
mium! 

Thats precisely the reason why Tessie 
Sy is doing everything to put off the sale of 
the “treasury shares,” even disobeying an 
order from the Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 

More than a year ago, the BSP al- 
ready advised the bank to sell the trea- 
sury shares” or downgrade its capital to 
reflect their retirement as such. 

Up to today, even now that EPCIB is 
under the control of Tessie Sy and the SM 
group, the bank has yet to comply with 
the BSP order. 

Precisely, Tessie Sy took control of the 
EPCIB board, putting independent direc- 
tors” who were actually her supporters, to 
thwart the sale of the treasury shares. 

So what is the BSP doing about such a 
clear "conflict of interest?” Wel, basically, 
NOTHING! Maybe the BSP isalso hearing 
voices from above. 

‘Anyway, Garcia cannot sell the GSIS 
shares at less that P92 per, because the 
GSIS charter bars him from selling assets 
ata loss. Fine, P92 itis then! 

Houston, we have a problem—Tessie 
Sy wants to pay for the GSIS shares after 
two years. The problem is technically 
known as “net present value.” 

Alter two years, the money from the 
GSIS sale will not be worth the same. 
Blame inflation, Prices are going higher 
than the voice of Kris Aquino when she is 
excited. 

Moreover, EPCIB is listed. If the SM 
group should own more than 30 percent 
ofa listed company like EPCIB, the “ten- 
der offer” rule applies. Tessie Sy must 
offer the same price to the other share- 
holders, including the SSS. Yehey! 

That should be enough to give Tessie 
Sy nightmares. Why should she pay 
P92 per for the SSS shares when the 
“godfathers” could talk De la Paz to ac- 
cepta cheaper price of, say, P47 per? 

Of course, the deal can always be made 
through a foreign fund, secretly standing 
for and on behalf of the SM group. 

Tr could be made through one of the fi- 
nancial insitudons (with German and 
Swiss sounding names), which engi- 
neered the drop in the prices of EPCIB 
shares in the stock market, chiefly by trad- 


Talk is chief 
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Conrado R. 
Banal III 


ing the same shares back and forth be- 
tween themselves. 

Economic Planning Secretary Romulo 
Neri blamed Congress for the failure of 
this cute administration in the power 
privatization program. Next thing you 
know, Neri will also blame Congress for 
his failure to have children. 

Tn effect, our dearly beloved Neda 
chief is blaming that product of 
Congress called the Epira law, which set 
down the privatization program. He 
said that the failure was due to the le- 
nient rules on the ownership of power 
generation, on the one hand, and power 
distribution, on the other, by the same 
groups. In short, its the Epira law. 

So what has that got to do with the 
price of siopao in China? 

Come on, boss, lets not change the 
topic. The issue is, basically, corruption! 
"The controversial "sale" of the Masinloc 
power plant to the shell company YNN is 
the prime example today. 

YNN s simply out to make a killing by 
bidding sky-high for the Masinloc plant, 
merely intending to sell the contract to a 
third party. YNN actually went around 
town, peddling the contract to power 
‘companies. It took almost two years to 
find a suck... este, “buyer” pala, the Ran- 
hill Berhad of Malaysia, with several 
strings attached. One of them was the de- 
mand of Ranhill for YNN to get a supply 
contract with Meralco. 

But the same Epira law being lambast- 
ed by Neri, already provided for transi- 
tion supply contracts for power plants up 
for sale under PSALM, such as Masinloc. 
The law encourages power distributors 
like Meralco to enter into supply con- 
tracts with such plants. Or else, the law 
penalizes Meralco for getting into other 
lopsided supply contracts. 

And so, if Meralco must now enter into 
а supply contract with YNN, why didn't 
PSALM just force Meralco to do the same 
thing before the bidding? It could have at- 
tracted more buyers and better offers, for 
one. 

Also, just exactly why PSALM bidded 
out the Masinloc plant without the supply 
contract, still remains a mystery that per- 
haps only Neri and company must per- 
sonally explain to us, the millions of con- 
Sumers in this country now suffering for 
having the second highest power rate in 
Asia 

he failure of this cute administration 
is due to the law, he said? The failure is 
due to the failure of PSALM (either inten- 
tionally or purposely) to implement the 
law, period 

And so the question immediately 
comes to mind: By throwing the blame 
elsewhere, who is Neri protecting? After 
all, Меп В a director of PSALM, and mem- 
bers of the PSALM board gifted them. 
selves with P10 million of our hard- 
eamed tax money, as bonus for the "suc- 
cessful" sale of Masinloc. 

Ifihat was "success, Lam Superman, 
Our insurance playboy has yet to produce. 
before the office of the revenue commis- 
sioner, a single piece of document, prov- 
ing his claim that his insurance company 
indeed served its P800-million documen- 
tary stamp tax obligation, uncovered by 
the BIR way back in 1998, Insiders tell me. 
that, to Revenue Commissioner Jose 
Mario Bufag, the supposed P5-milion 
"senlement" eight years ago does not 
count аз official settlement. The more in- 
teresting issue is, if the PBOO-milion obli- 
gation stil exists, how much should it be 
today? P1.6 billion or P2 billion or what? 


RP cuts tariff on oil products to 2% 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE COUNTRY yesterday slashed its 
import tariff on crude oil and 
petroleum products to 2 percent from 
3 percent, as world prices hovered 
near record highs due to the worsen- 
ing conflict between Israel and 
Hizbollah guerrillas. 

“This is to help mitigate the high oil 
prices,” Energy Undersecretary 
Guillermo Balce said in explaining 
the government's move. 

US light sweet crude for August de- 
livery was up 43 cents, or 0.56 per- 
cent, at $77.40 per barrel yesterday. 
Brent crude for September also 
Jumped to a record-high at $78.18 a 
barrel yesterday. 

Balce said that the Department of 
Energy continues to monitor the 
prices of oil in the world market, par- 
ticularly now that the conflict in the 
Middle East has reached a critical 
state 

Balce said the move to reduce tar- 


iffs on crude and finished products 
was based on certain “triggers” as de- 
termined by the implementing rules 
of EO 527, or the tariff reduction or- 
der. 

Under the implementing rules, the 
3-percent tarif will go down to 2 per- 
cent if the regional benchmark Dubai 
crude hits $66 a barrel, and diesel 
based on the Mean of Plats Singapore 
(MOPS) benchmark for finished prod- 
cts reaches $88 a barrel. 

These price levels would have to be 
sustained for two weeks to merit a 
tariff reduction. 

The next trigger points, which will 
bring the tariff to 1 percent, are $75 a 
barrel for Dubai crude and stil $88 a 
barrel for MOPS-based diesel. 

‘The import tariff will be scrapped al- 
together if Dubai crude hits $85 a barrel, 
with MOPS-based diesel at $88 a barrel. 

The tarifís on crude and finished 
product imports went down to 2 per- 
cent last month, when world oil 
prices hit the trigger points. But the 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


BUSINESS 


IB: 


RP reversed BOP position, posted surplus in June | 


Dollar inflows from higher exports, strong remittances cited 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE COUNTRYS BALANCE-ORPAY- 
ment (ВОР) position registered a surplus 
of $232 million in June, reversing the 
deficits of the previous two months, 
buoyed by the dollar inflows from higher 
exports and release of the country’s loan 
collaterals, 

‘The BOP position in June brought the 
cumulative, six-month figure to a surplus 
of $2.04 million, better than the $1.98 
million recorded during the same period 
last year, 

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Governor 
Amando Tetangco Jr. said that the move 
of the national government to pre-ter- 
minate some of the Brady bonds it is- 
sued in the 1990s resulted in the release 


ofloan collaterals. 

The government terminated $411 mil- 
lion worth of Brady bonds in May, which 
resulted in the BOP deficit of $36 million 
that month. The pre-termination, how- 
ever, allowed the release of about the 
same amount ($411 million) of collater- 
als, which increased the country's gross 
international reserves. 

Also, Tetangco said the better-than-ex- 
pected performance of the export sector 
as well as continued strong dollar inflows 
from overseas Filipino workers that 
helped boost the country's BOP position. 

Tn June, the National Statistics Office 
earlier reported, the country’s exports 
rose by 17.3 percent to $3.87 billion 
year-on-year. This was better than the 
full-year target of an 8-percent growth, 


“The positive performance during the 
first semester was achieved following the 
double-digit growth in OFW remit- 
tances, stronger merchandise exports, 
sustained growth in direct investments 
income of the BSR” Tetangco explained, 

The BOP measures the foreign ex- 
change transactions between the domes- 
tic economy and the rest of the world. Its 
major components are the current ac- 
count and the capital and financial ac- 
count. 

Any transaction that gives rise to a 
payment by a Philippine resident, like 
importation or debt servicing, is a deficit 
item in the BOR while any transaction. 
that results in receipt of foreign ex- 
change, such as borrowing, exporting ог 
inward remittance, is a surplus item. 


Northern 
Mindanao 
growth to 
stay steady 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


NORTHERN MINDANAO IS EX- 
pected to maintain is: export 
growth rate at about 19 percent 
this year while infrastructure pro- 
jects are seen to drive outbound 
trade from Westem Visayas, ac- 
cording toa group exporters. 

But according to the Philippine 
Export Confederation, the in- 
creasing cost of doing business 
will likely hamper export growth. 

Data from the regional de- 
velopment council show that 
revenues of exports from 
Northern  Mindanao—which 
Covers Bukidnon, Camiguin, 
Misamis Oriental, Misamis Oc- 
cidental, Lanao del Norte and 
Tigan City—were expected to 
reach $644 million in 2006. 

(Over the lat three years, the re- 
gion posted export growth rates 
averaging some 20 percent, which 
were double the national target. 

Region 10 is known for its 
South Sea pearls, handwoven 
clothes, terza cotta, porcelain, 
coral and mother of pearl 
home accessories, as well as ar- 
tifacts, pineapple fiber shirts, 
pottery and native handicrafts. 

However, Philexport said the 
high cost of doing business, in- 
chiding expenses for shipping, 
electricity and labor, may hin- 
der export growth, 

‘Trade Secretary Peter B. Favila 
said in a statement that the gov- 
ептеп was working on various 
‘measures to lower cost of doing 
business, such as scrapping the 
fees slapped on exporters by vari 
‘ous government agencies 

‘Also, Favila said key infras- 
tructure projects, like the New 
Iloilo Airport project and the 
ойо Port—which is under the 
Strong Republic Nautical High- 
way project's Roll On-Roll Off 
facility—would hasten devel- 
‘opment of export-oriented in- 
dustries in Western Visayas, 

‘Also known as Region 6, the 
region covers Aklan, Antique, 
Capiz, Iloilo, Guimaras and Ne- 
gros Occidental. 

Main products from Western 
Visayas include sugar, fishery 
and aquaculture products, sea- 
weeds, mangos, embroidery 2 
products such as pinya cloth, 
and mineral products, such as 
copper, gold, silver, molybde- 
num, iron and gypsum. 
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Demand Deposits 
Savings Deposits 
Time Deposits 3 
Due to Bangko Sentral 
Due to Banks 
Outstanding Checks/Payment Orders 
Bills Payable: 

BSP-Rediscounts/Special Programs 

Others 1 
Uneamed Income and Other Deferred 

Credits 
Other Liabilities 1 
TOTAL LIABILITIES 51 
CAPITAL ACCOUNTS 
Capital Stock * 2 
Surplus з 
Surplus Reserves. 

TOTAL CAPITALACCOUNTS: 


PSBank 
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A METROBANK SUNSIDIARY 


PSBank Сеп. 777 Paseo de Roxas cor, Sedefio St, Makati Ciy 


STATEMENT OF 
(Head Office and 


CONDITION 
Branches) 


As of June 30, 2008 


ASSETS 


Cash and Cash Items 


from Bangko Sentral 1 
from Other Banks 2 


Interbank Loans Receivable 2 
Trading Account Securities (Nel) 
Investments in Bonds and Other Debt 
Instruments (Net) 30. 
Loans, Discounts & Advances (Nel) 32 
Bank Premises, Furniture, Fixtures and — 2 
Equipment (Net) 
Other Assets (Net): 
Property Owned/Acquired 2, 
Others 2 
TOTAL ASSETS 57 


LIABILITIES 


TOTALLIABILITIES AND CAPITAL. 
ACCOUNTS 


Other Securities, Debt Instruments. 
and Share of Stock. 
Other Assets 


Accountabilities: 


Trust & Other Fiduciary 
Unearned Income & Other 
Accountabilities 


Other Contingent Accounts 
TOTAL CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS 


‘Additional Information: 


Deposits of 

з) Government 

b) Banks 

с) Trust Department 

э. Total Non-Perlorming Loans 

b. Clasefed Loans and Other Risk Assets 

©. General Loan Loss Reserve 

Ч. Specific Loan Loss Reserve 

e. Teal DOSRI Loans/Advances 

1. Past Due DOSRI Loans Advances 

о. Ratio of Non-Performing Loans lo Total 
Loan Portfolio 

һ. Rato ol Total ООА! Loans/Advances to 
Total Loan Portfolio 

+ Ratio of Past Due DOSRI to Total Loan 
Prtfolio 


,847,230,800.76. 
1431,148,199.33. 
340.085,051.95 


1616,814,250.34 
1662 842,373.02 
,124:820,381.27 


.266,064,281.38. 
.198,969,046.0. 
017,635,532.08 


6,181,756,357.09. 
9,144,472,857.79 
‚651,123,894.57 


.964,755,455.15 


.989,317,076.65 
,337,527,520.77 


.019,383,150.00 


5,680,108,011.31 


54 
CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS 
Bills for Collection 
Assets Held Under Trust and Investment 
‘Management Agreements 
Invested in 


502,859,434.51 | Board of Directors 


36,801,713.22 Jose T. Pardo 


Chairman. 


Jovencio F. Cinco 
Vice Chairman 


ArurV, Ty 
Vice Chairman 


Jose G Araullo 


1021974248 | ма theresa @ 


313,567,852.99 Barretto 


Margaret T. Cham 


2231528408 | David O. Chua 


Pascual M. Garcia III 


207:977,655.89 


45214120542 | Alfredo P. Javellana II 


Regis V. Puno 
017,635,532.08 


Maria Ursula В. 


лен Resurreccion 


199,060,815.16 


161,581,159.46 | Principat Officers 


37,479,655.70 


Pascual M. Garcia Ill 


198,820,564.18 President 


240,260.98. 
58.838.760.76 


20003875078 | RoandoA Rodriguez 


Executive 
Vice President 


з007з,78848 
37.249.433.52 
1,918.163.111.68 
3,741,228 584.65 
292.167.879 43. 
1.368.125.585 93 
1416,826,940.27 


Jaime V. L. Araneta 
Senior Vice President 


Noli S. Gomez 
Senior Vice President 
490% 
3655 


tariffs early this month went back to 
the mandated 3 percent when prices 
started to soften. 

According to data from the DOE, 
Dubai crude hit a record-high of $71.99 
a barrel last Friday pulling the July aver- 
age up to $69.24 a barrel from $65.22а 
barrel last month. 

MOPS-based unleaded gasoline 
soared to a July 1-14 average of 
$8531 a barrel from last month's 
$82.76 a barrel. 

MOPS-based diesel — likewise 
surged to an average of $88.03 a bar. 
rel in the first 14 days of the month 
from $87.57 a barrel in June. 

The unrelenting increase in inter- 
national prices is attributed to the 
conflict in Israel and Lebanon. 

Tension over Iran's uranium en- 
richment program also placed enor- 
mous pressure on world oil prices. 

‘The Philippines imports nearly all 
of its oil requirements, mainly from 
Saudi Arabia and Iran. 

With a rerpot from Reuters 


$ Retum on Equiy 
3. Gomplance wih Magna Carta Law 
а. Presenbed Ratio of Comp for 6% 
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‘REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES) 
CITY OF MAKATI s.s. 


20.13% 


34.32% 


5.26% 


eS APES SEIT TINA um 


mssessactitptemosdeatseu] 


We, PERFECTO RAMON Z. DIMAYUGA JR. and PASCUAL M. GARCIA NI of the above-mentioned 
bank do solemnly swear that ali matters set forth in бе above statement of condition are true and 


correct to the best of our knowledge and belie 


(Sod) PERFECTO RAMON. DIMAYUGAJR. 
Fist Vice President 


(Sad) PASCUAL М. GARCIAIII 
President 


SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this 14 July 2006 at City of Makati, айат! exhibiting to me 


their Community Тах Certicates No. 02121638 issued at Makati 


iy on January 16, 2006 and No. 


12790268 Issued at Quezon City on February 10, 2006, 


Doc. No. 347 
Book No, 70 
Page No. CXXXVII 
Series of 2006 


(Sod) ATTY, JOSE HERNANDEZ DY 
Notary Public 
Unti Decembar 31, 2006 
PTR No. 129401 Ming. 1-17-08 
IBP OR No. 642126 Mia. 1-17-08 
ity of Makati 
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Picpa links up with a firm 


STREAMLINING ITS OWN AC- 
counting system through the support 
of the market leader in financial soft- 
ware distribution, the 70,000-strong 
Philippine Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants (Picpa) has linked up 
with local Quickbooks distributor e- 
Methods for Business Management 
Inc (e-MBM) for its customized ac- 
counting requirements. 

Picpa president David L. Balangue 
signed a three-year agreement with e- 
МЭМ chair and CEO Garth Noel To- 
lentino allowing e-MBM to provide 
QuickBooks products, staff training, 
technical support and provisions for 
updates їп implementing complete 
and functioning accounting systems 
for Picpa using QuickBooks. 

Balangue acknowledged e-MBM for 
ts “generous donation and excellent 
assistance” to Picpa. The accredited 
professional organization of certified 


public accountants in the country re- 
ceived 10 user licenses of QuickBooks 
to upgrade its accounting system, in- 
cluding creation of customized re- 
ports, documentation and integration. 

Developed by Intuit, the global 
leader in financial software products, 
QuickBooks targets financial profes 
sionals and small and medium enter. 
prises (SMEs). Since 1993, е-МВМ 
has dominated the SME market with 
its complete line of Intuit financial 
software products, including Quicken 
and Customer Manager. 

е-МВМ recently arranged financial 
assistance package that SMEs can 
avail from Small Business Guarantee 
and Finance Corp (SBGFC) in deve! 
oping their systems. Through е-МВМ, 
qualified entrepreneur can borrow 
up to P200,000 from SBGFC for use in 
office productivity solutions. 

SMEs account for 99 percent of 


over 800,000 existing enterprises in 
the country today based on figures 
from the National Statistics Office. 
Previous studies revealed that SMEs 

despite their lack of financial re- 
sources, would like to keep up with 
technology to be productive and effi- 
cient. 

As an SME busines solutions 
provider, e-MBM has 3,000 clients us- 
ing QuickBooks to manage receivables 
and payables and just-in-time invento- 
Ty analyze business performance, 
track down marketing data and evalu- 
ate customer trends and customer 
credit performance for effective mar- 
keting strategy. 

'e-MBM is supporting Picpa in its 
celebration of the annual accountancy 
week on July 16-22. For inquiries, call 
Cristy L. Oreta at 531-2443 or 746- 
4669, e-mail quickbooks@embm.net 
or log on to www.embm.net. 
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UNILAB INTENSIFIES CAMPAIGN AGAINST COUGH DISEASE 


United Laboratories Inc (Uniab, the countrys leading 
pharmaceutical company, has intensified its cam- 
paign against cough disease with the launching of a 
new advertising campaign for Solmux, the leading 
cough medicine in the market. The campaign recently 
debuted with the tagline ‘Ang gamot na may ibubuga’, 
to reinforce Soimus effectiveness as a cough reliev- 
e Through its consumer heath division, Unilab also 
conducted the Solmux Kiddie Cough Clinic in selected 


public elementary schools in Quezon City where close 
to 4,500 patients, mostly children, were treated. Pop- 
lar actor Aga Muhlach recently signed his contract 
аз Solmux celebrity endorser. Shown in photo with 
him are (from le): Unilab Provita category head Alex 
Panilio, he Solmux Gorila that appears in the TV ad, 
Unilab corporate VP for consumer health Jun Vivar, 
Uniab category head Josel Garcia, and Unilab OVP 
for cough and cold Joey Romana. 


A PROJECT OF HUMANITY FROM BOSCH 
Andreas Bodemer, 

sales and marketing 

director for Bosch Au- 

tomotive Aftermarket 

Asean, turns-over 

Spark of Life contribu- 

tions to Annette Hel- 

bip. president of 

‘Springboard Founda- 

tion. With them is An- 

tonio Leonardo, gen- 

eral manager of Bosch 
Automotive Aftermar- 

ket (Philippines). 

Bosch Automotive Aftermarket, one 
of the major sales divisions of 
Robert Bosch Inc, in January 2006 
launched Spark of Life - а yearlong 
program that generates charitable 
funds for medical missions, disas- 
ter and medical relief programs in 
the country. Through the compa- 
‘y's partnership with Springboard 
Foundation, the program has a 


ready provided for the foster care. 
and post-trauma psychological. 
treatment of some 40 children who 
were orphaned in the recent Leyte 
landslide. The Spark of Life pro- 
gram reinforces Bosch's enduring 
commitment to help kindle the 
hope ofa brighter future for the na 
tion. It reaffirms the philanthropic 
spirit fostered by Robert Bosch. 


BARON ANTENNA'S PROMO WINNER 
Pamfilo Estalani (mid- 

dle), won the grand 

prize (ringside ticket) 

of Baron Antenna's 

'Bumili ng Baron at 

Maaaring Manood ng 

Boxing in Action’ Pac- 
Quiao - Larios Mano- 

A-Mano Philippines 

vs Mexico promo 
drawn last June 23, at 

dtel's office. With him is Lloyd A. 
Trestiza - production and materi- 
als planner and Jocelyn C. Adra - 


admin staff of Adtel Inc. This pro- 
mo is brought to you by Adtel Inc 
in cooperation with ABS-CBN. 


PAG, VOLVO EXECUTIVES VISIT THE PHILIPPINES 
Premier Automotive UNTEN Tg 

Group (PAG) vice = а 
president tor sales op- a 
erations, Keith 

Schäfer, conducts а 

Visit to the Philippine 

‘market. With him is 

the new regional busi- 

ness manager for Vol- 

vo Car Asia Pacific 

Jack Zaal. The officers 

Were here to discuss 

the product and sales 

platform of Volvo Philippines for 
the next six years as well as initiate 
the entry of new products for 2007. 
This visit signifies the continued 
support and confidence in the local 
Volvo dealerships and promises a 
more dynamic future for Volvo in 
the country. In photo from left: Pre- 


mier Automotive Group's vice pres- 
ident for sales operations, Keith 
Schäter, Viking Cars Inc's (VCI) ex- 
‘ecutive vice president Roselyn Di- 
malanta, Volvo Car Asia Pacific re- 
ional business manager Jack Zaal, 
and VCI' president and chief exec- 
tive Officer lawyer Albert Arcilla. 


BONAKID HOLDS PARTY FOR | YEAR OLD KIDS 
Wyeth Phils Bonakid, in partnership 
with GMA Kapuso Foundation, held йв 
first ever Birthday Party for One Year 
(ld Kids last May 22, at Jolibee Green 
Meadows, Libis Quezon City. Twenty 
children from the GMA Kapuso Foun- 
‘ation were treated to two hours of fun. 
апд excitement at the event. Wyeth 
Phils Bonakid product manager Rachel 
Francisco (shown in photo) was pre- 
sent to hand over some of their prod- 
ucts to GMA Kapuso Foundation exec- 
tive director Nonie Dela Fuente, who 
эй, in tum, distribute those products 
to the underprivileged families around 


the country. For more information 
about the Bonakid First Birthday Party 
Bash, call Luminesce Creative Commu- 
nications at 916-8431 and 646-9172. 


PHILIPPINE MADRIGAL SINGERS WINS AWARD 
The Philippine Madri- 

gal Singers scored yet 

another triumph for 

the country when it 

emerged as the grand 

prize winner in the. 

Florilége Vocal de 

Tours 2006 last June 

4. The group was 

awarded First Prizes 

in the Mixed Vocal En- 

semble Category and 

inthe Free Program 

Category. It was also. 

the recipient of the Prix Special 
Renaissance (separate category 
for a purely Renaissance pro- 
gramme). The group bested 14 
other choirs, earning them the 
Grand Prix de la Ville de Tours -an 


jen to the choir giving the 
most satisfactory overall perfor- 
mance during the entire competi- 
tion and that gives them the right 
to compete in the 2007 European 
Grand Prix in Choral Singing 


PBCom holds annual 
stockholders’ meeting 


THE PHILIPPINE BANK OF 
Communications (PBCom), one of 
the country’s oldest commercial 
banks, held йз annual stockholders 
meeting last June 20. PBCom pres 
ident and CEO Carmelo Maria 
Luza Bautista reported that the 
bank ended the year 2005 with a 
solid performance despite the 
many challenges the year brought 
to the Philippine economy. 

"The bank posted a net income of 
P215 millon - a Р115 million in 
crease from the 2004 restated net 
income of Р100 million - for an 
outstanding 114 percent growth. 
‘This translated to a retum of P4.10 
per share compared to last years 
5191 per share. 

Non-interest income increased 


fresh equity through the subscrip- 
tion of new preferred shares by the 
three major shareholder groups 
last March 2004. Pending the re- 
ceipt of the formal approval of the 
amended articles of incorporation 
of the SEC, the equity infused was 
reflected as deposits for future sub- 
scription. The prefered shares 
were subsequently approved and 
booked as capital last March 31. 
"This brought PBConi's total capital 
to P9.225 billion, the highest capi 
talization among local commercial 
banks, and its risk-based capital 
adequacy ratio of 32.6 percent, 
well above the 10 percent mini 
mum requirement of the BSP 

Moreover, the transition coming 
from the conclusion of the SPAV 
by P374.4 million or 56225 per- and the Financial Assistance 
cent, from P665 million їп 2004 to Agreement provided by the PDIC 
PLO4O billion in 2005. Substan- in 2004 ensured а stable and fo- 
tally contributing to the increase cused operating environment. Asa 
were better revenue streams from formidable springboard, it gave the 
Trading, Trust Operations, Foreign Bank the impetus to gradually 
Exchange and Recoveries from build up its portfolio and under- 
Credit Losses. take а serious institutional 

PBComiscapitalbasewasboost- strengthening process towards 
ed by the infusion of P3.0 billionin competitiveness and growth. 


Nourishment Education 
Program launched 


AWARE OF THE EFFECTS OF MALNUTRITION 
on leaming, Mead Johnson through its product 
Lactum initiated the 100% Nourishment Educa. 
tion Program, an advocacy on good health and 
nutrition, in partnership with the Department of 
Education (DepEd). 

"The three year program aims to foster health 
and nutrition education on mothers and their 
children starting with grade school pupils in pub- 
lic elementary schools. The program will be 
plemented in publie schools nationwide. 

lacum and the DepEd believe that feeding a : 
hungry mind with the right information and рыуну 
nourishing the body with the right nutrition will 
lead to a generation of properly nourished and well-educated Filipinos. 

Asurvey showed that malnutrition greatly айе the way a student be- 
haves in school The Lactum 100% Nourishment Education Program, facil- 
itate through Mary Lindbert Intemational, will be implemented in majori- 
ty of public elementary schools nationwide 

Beyond the public schools, Lactum and DepEd will also initiate the pro- 
gram for daycare centers to be able to bring to the persons who can help 
nourish the children the most at a physical and mental level — their moth- 
ex 

DepEd Sec Fe Hidalgo said, “Empowering the parents and the children. 
by feeding their mind and their bodies is truly one step coser toa better to- 
morrow” 

The Lactum 100% Nourishment Education Program features projects 
designed specifically to enhance and empower mothers and their children 
on the advantages of proper mental and physical nourishment. 


THE GIRL giving the 
flowers is Mikee Rosal 
which according to Usec 


\roductFiLes 


Happy mommy Tintin 
AS ATV PERSONALITY, TIN TIN 
Bersca-Babao is busy as ever. But 
she ый maintains her youthful and 
табал! looks because she makes 
sure that she gets enough sleep to 
Keep her looking tresh. As a mom- 
my to her precious baby Antonia, 
choosing the right diaper makes her 
worry-free, and makes her blooming 
as ever. Being a mommy has never 
| been tis easy with EQ Dry Diapers. 
Tintin gets rest sleep because £0 
Dry gives overnight protection that 
Keeps Antonia dry ali night thas 
100 percent breathabe cover keeps 
her baby ее fresh al he ime. And, 
most importantly, she doesn't have 
to worry about skin їтїбопв be- 
cause EQ Dry has a soft ciot-ike 
cover that prevents siin friction on 
baby’s delicate skin. EQ Dry gives 


Mommy Tintin peace of mind so she 
can spend less time worrying ab: 
‘Antonia and more ime bonding with 
her And bonding time with the fami- 
yis truly one of the ingredients of a 
happy family, which makes Tintin 
bloom even more. And of course, 
EQ Diapers are the only diapers that 
can make both babies and mom- 
mies happy. EQ Dry Diapers are eco- 
nomical and give value for money 
while making babies happy and 
comfortable ай the time. 


LAWASIA PHILIPPINES CELEBRATES ITS 10ТН YEAR 
Lawasia Philippines inc heldits 10th = dent of the Integrated Bar ofthe Philip- 
anniversary celebration last June6.6 pines. Ambassador Goco served as 
‘pm at he Turt Room of the Manila president of Lawasia from 1983 to 
Polo Ciub. The said event was intended 1985, Among the officers and trustees 
to be a manilestation of Lawasia Philp-  ofLawasia Philippines Inc are well re- 
pines’ continuing commitmentin pro- spected members of the legal profes- 
mating the professional relationships sion: lawyer Edgar E. Tarriela, executive 
among lawyers trom the public and pri- vice-president and country representa- 
vate sectors within the Asia Pacific Re- (е, lawyer Mervyn G. Encanto, vice. 
gion. Lawasia Philippines was estab-  president-inance, a former president of 
Fished to support the Australa-based the Integrated Bar of the Philippines as 
Law Associaton of Asia and the Pacific woll as of Lawasia (from 1999 to 
(Санаа), with members in over twen- 2001), lawyer Eusebio V. Tan, vice 
у-оле countries, which is celebrating  president-external, lawyer Jose Per- 
iS 40th anniversary this year. The occa- рео Lotila, vice presidentinteral, 
sion was highlighted by the address of lawyer Ester Sison Cruz-reasurer, who 
the guest speaker, His Excellency Am- is also the national treasurer of the Inte- 
bbassador Peter Sutherland, Ambas- grated Bar of the Philippines, lawyer 
sador of Canada to the Philippines. Liia B. de Lima, Director-General of ће 
Lawasia Philippines Inc is headed by 15 Phillppine Economic Zone Authority, 
Chair, former Ambassador and Solici- lawyer Diana F Franco, lawyer Quirino 
tor-General Raul босо, апд йз presi- Marquinez, retired Judge Dolores Es- 
dent, lawyer Raoul R. Angangco, co-  panol, newiy-appointed Court of Ap- 
managing partner of Vilarazaand An- ^ peals.lustice Sito Marella Jr, and 
‘Gangco Law Offices and former presi- lawyer Rita Linda Jimeno, trustees. 


EAT MORE BREAD, EXPERTS SAY 


products. Signing the Memoran- 
dum of Agreement are (from left) 
Alleen U. Ongkauco of Champflour; 
Mike Spier, assistant regional di- 
rector, US Wheat Associates; and 
William Carlos Uy of Pafmil. 


FIRST MICROTEL INN & SUITES IN MINDANAO 
Microtel Inns &Sultes (Pilipinas) INFO to 0917-8881800, e-mail 
Incand Damosa Land inc recently _sales@microtelphilippines.com or 
signed an agreement fora Microtel log on to www. microtelphilip- 

Inn & Suites franchise in Davao iy, pines.com. Shown (from left) are 
the 6th Microtel property in the Oscar V. Grapa (first vice president, 
Philippines. There are currently 278 Damosa Land/Anflo Group), Dennis 
Microtelsoperatingandundercon- М. Marcelino (CFO, Microtel), Sec. 
struction worldwide including Shere Rodolfo P. Del Rosario (President, 
inthe Philippines. These are located Damosa Land/Anfio Group), Antonio 
in Baguio, Tarlac, Batangas, Cate 0. Florendo (chairman of the board, 
and Boracay (to open in November Damosa and/Anfio Group), Jose 
2006). АП Microtels in the Philip- Мал Del Rosario (president, Micro- 
pines are managed by Paramount tel), and Ricardo R. Floirendo (chief 
Property Management Company. operating officer, Ратова Land/An- 
For inquiries, call 810-9526, send flo Group). 


MOLECULES SUPPORTS DENNIS’ B-DAY CONCERT 
Molecules image model Dennis Trilo's first ever 
birthday concert dubbed as ‘Maiba Naman’ heid at 
Zirkoh Timog last May 12, was jam-packed of ive- 
iy audiences. twas a boisterous party of music 
and tun as guests like Teri Onor, Gladys Guevarra, 
Marian Rivera, Janno Gibbs and Angel Locsin 
‘raced the crowd with their ine of specialty. Media 
personales were present during the celebration 
in order to share this moment to the fans that were 
not able to join the party. Also, Dennis favorite 
tops ‘Molecules was alongside to support him 
while he hit his milestone ofthe year as Cherry Yau 
and Becky Zalamea of Chanel Manufacturing Corp 
ove their presence during this merry celebration. 


WU". CLASSIFIEDS 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


Notice is hereby given that JUSTINE M. SEBASTIAN 
whose picture appears above is no longer connected with 
CATHAY LAND, INC. - SOUTH FORBES GOLF CITY 
effective June 7, 2006. Any transaction entered into by 
JUSTINE M. SEBASTIAN will not be honored by CATHAY 
LAND, INC. Anyone who may have entered into any 
transactions with Justine M. Sebastian for and in behalf 
of Cathay Land, Inc., is advised to contact Liezel F. 
Fernando at (02) 638-22-64 and verify the status of their 
respective account. 


PHOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
erg Complex, et Road 
For Gon Tagua Су 
PNOC Porro 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BID 


TIPNOO req Оре Серова arg a rese leap за 
"uri sealad bs or e supply and every c те обома 
25" Integral Spiral Type Stbilzers under FGK 60504 
‘Approved Budget: PHP 1638400000 
Еа ота and being documents al be aval Ior issuance a ho above arcs 
cos Maria Cere ym M, arcado saring ly 18,2008 and pon payen аа тет 
‘lund ее of P4000 per 
Fer purposes соло coh mates a pre bidding condenan hal be ko iv ZI 
100.200 pm. ha above ass 
руса! виру эп өзеп be shal e submit and registered i те PROC 
EDC Suppl Managonan Deparment al he above acess, and Perel copped п те 
s bid box erst not sier Ran 2:00 p.m. (Supply Management Department Wal 
lock Time) ot August 17,206 Publcopenng oi bs shal low mec Бегае 
Late bis shali not be accepted 
Parr on esi coreans eg es mdi as roie, 
and snad sure Г sare Prou poser sumescritreton Sours ol urang à fum. 
"nemi Cash Genera а РАСО EDO. M tcs нол бе wein е Approved Supt 
"be Cone i order 1o qua. 
PNOC Eno Development Corporation reserves tra нуч to anml һе до process, 
‘ont any o mas. wavy ori п e bs os mu od 
wixchis mos adanagecus o PNOC EDC watt Тете ering aby i mo ресе 
rris or any gain 1o rom е lici beer or bidders Ре eure) or 
PNOC-EDC' acion 
(Caiman, Ве эла Анат Commits | 


PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Energy Complex, Mart Road 
For Bonaci. Taguig Ciy 
ты. No. 09-1320, Local 5389 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BID 
The PNOC-Energy Development Corporation inviing ай inierasied suppliers 
lo apply and submit sealed bis or e soppy and deve Ia онт 
Mideoconterencing System under CK-602152 
proved Budget Php 455200000 
луы toms and bang documortsshal Бе avaiable cr issuance a! Ге above 
абое co Mr Winthrop Z. Gutierrez siaring July 17. 2008, rom 9:30 am. lo 30 
‘im. and upon payment c а ncn-alundatia tes t P400 00 рег document 
For purposes ol «алуп cortan maiers, a pre-biding conforenceshallbe heid 
‘on duly 21, 2006, 200 pn. a tno above address, 
ons lr хурму and sealed bids shall be submited о, and 
Dc. 3 


im. (Supp 
{er z008 Bante aparing ot ics salto media потапа, Later bas hal 
тобе accep 

Prospectvo bddors shat іу conformance о те bns toms and condone, 
asrequrad ала srat ensuro Те sama тат proper avorsasion/oveccion Source 
‘turing is rom Interna Cash Generation of PNOC-EDC. Al bs shouid be within 
the Approved Budget forthe Contract in order о quil 


таму 10 he alleciod ber or baders or any cbigasion 1o iom the аео Bed 
‘or drs ol Ine grounds] or PNOC-EDO s schon. 


(Sod) FRANCIS M. DOLOR. 
Chairman. бю and Awards Common | 
(vay 14 25.206 


Аяа СОП 
‘scan, Gerona, inu 


“OWNED BY THE PEOPLE IT SERVES" 


INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION AND FOR BIDS 

The Tara Едеси Cooperative, Ine. (TARELCO I) invites qualified bidders 
forthe fog er supply ofthe TARELCO I power requirements commencing in the 
year 2010, 


т TARLAC I ELECTRIC COPERATIVE, INC. 


Interested parcs shook sumbit their company profile, duly notarized 
authorized representative and primary contact person o: 
THE GENERAL MANAGER 
Taria ieri Ca — 
Ашау, Germ. 
та Nas (0/5) 931-2212. 931-2254 
Fes Ma (018) 951-0974 
You тау sabi he above requirements stating July 19,2006 ai 
‘August 22006. 
Only those qualified by the PBAC shall be invited to BID. 
(Sp) ENGR. RESURRECCION R. CORONEL 


> General Manager 
ро. hay 178162006) 


CLASSIFIEDS 


More Classified Ad 


House &Lot 
For Sale 
Block 3 Lot 10 
DOLMAR 
GOLDEN HILLS 
NOVALICHES 
QUEZON CITY 
P2M NEGO. 


CALL 418-0402 


DEPED MAKATI 
| vacant 
POSITION 


MT- 4 31220 
MT- #31285 


WE BUY 
at HIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 
HS & HERS Watch Centr 
GolcCrest Biag. 
"Glodeta-z 


5846599 5897041 
UBITMIM 


The DNA of 
excellence 
seminar set 


SUCCESS 15 NOT AN 
accident. There are 
specific reasons why 
the top performers 
win. Plug into your ul- 
timate power! Activate 
the inner resource of 
your people and create 


plosive resul 
miss the 
ing eve 
The DNA of Excellence 
slated on July 28 at 
Holiday Inn Galleria. 
Distinguished 
speakers include James 
Valentine, interna- 
tional speaker and 
author; his books have 
been published in 12 
countries; Juliet 
Torcelino Van Ruyven, 
international moti 
tor; Jesse Re-bustillo, 
head of Classified Ads 
Division of Philippine 
Daily Inquirer; Joey 
Reyes, founder and 
president of 
PowerSpeak; and Rene 
Espinosa, managing di- 
rector of Porter and 


topics include 
hallenge of Excel 
; Dream Big 
Dreams; Vision - The 
Power to See; Conceiv- 
ing, Beli 


The Ultimate Personal 
Empowerment;Re 
sponsibility and 
‘Commitment; Action 
Plans; S-Y-S-T-E-M; 
Action TNT; Power 
Questions; Taking Ac- 
tion; ete. 

This major event is 
organized by Ро; 
and Miles Inc. with of- 
fice address at Suite 
2502.C Tektite Tower 
East, Ortigas Center. 
You may call Mercy at 
638-7719 / 20 for more 
information / registra- 
tion. An overnight stay 
for two at Holiday Inn 
Galleria Gift Certificate 
will be raffled off dur- 
ing the event plus other 
great prizes. 


OBITUARIES 


Momm f LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 


Ты. Nos. Quezon City : 712-3001 = 743-6502 


body to be Manila : 711-6931 to 35 


present 


with the Alegria D. Olarte 


Paz Crematory 


Lord.” [Jose A. Alarcon 
— 2 Corinthians 5:8 


Loyola Mem. 
Park Marikina 


“We, who are saddened by the certainty of death 
are also comforted by the promise of immortality” 


Sh commemoration of the 
2nd Death Anniversary 


of our beloved 


AUGUSTO M. BARCELON 


May 4, 1922 - July 18, 2004 
Holy Masses will be offered today, July 18, 2006 at: 


Cenacle Davao .... 
Monasterio de Sta. Clara 
Pink Sisters — Hemady .. 
Santuario de San Antonio Church .. 
McKinley Road, Forbes Park 
The Medical City Chapel. 
Sancta Maria Stella Orientis Church . 
CRC, Pearl Drive, Pasig City 
Chapel of St. Thomas More. 
Ateneo Rockwell Drive 
Our Lady of EDSA 
Pink Sisters, Tagaytay 
St. Francis Church . 
Shaw Blod., Mandaluyong 


Please remember him in your prayers. 


“Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see God.” 
Jesus Christ 


ROSARIO “Charito” 
MORENO ALUNAN 


Peacefully returned to our Creator in the loving 
embrace of the Blessed Virgin Mary and her beloved 
husband, the late Rafael “Nene” R. Alunan, Jr. 

on July 16, 2006 at the age of 87. 


Her beloved sisters and brothers-in-law Nenita (t) & 
Rene (t) Rodriguez, Ling & Joe (t) Javellana; 
bereaved children Raffy & Elizabeth, Eddie, Maribel 
& Mayo; grandchildren Katrina & Bong, Barni & 
Mark, Rafa & Amina, Christina, Gabby, Alexi, 
Michael, Carla, Joseph and Monica; great 
grandchildren Enrique, Mateo and Alec; loving 
Rodriguez and Javellana nephews and nieces; 
devoted helpers Doming & Annie; caring relatives and 
friends, request the pious readers to join them in their 
prayers for the eternal repose of her soul and 
everlasting joy in the eternal kingdom of Heaven. 


Her remains lie in state at Mt. Carmel Chapel, 
New Manila, Quezon City. 


Cremation and interment will be on Wednesday, 
July 19, 2006 after the 9:00 a.m. Funeral Mass in the 
main church. 


dne died 
есеи 


Always caring. An obituary with a picture can be a fitting 
INQUIRER tribute to your departed loved one. 
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In the local mutual fund industry, 
one family of funds stands out 
in providing consistent superior returns 
to its investors – the ALFM Family 
of Funds. The ALFM Family of Funds 
is the only one that boasts of a true, 
multi-currency family of funds 
(Peso, U.S. Dollar, and Euro). 
As the undisputed industry leader, 
the ALFM Family has cornered about 
60% market share of the entire 
Philippine mutual fund industry 
as of May 31, 2006. 


ALFM Family of Funds’ Accomplishments 


2005 is a banner year for the ALFM Family 
of Funds. ALFM Peso and ALFM Dollar grew 
at faster clips outpacing their respective competitors. 
They continue to outperform their benchmarks 
to provide consistent and stable returns. 


Individually, the ALFM Peso, Dollar and Euro 
Funds performed impeccably last year. it has been 
a stellar year for ALFM Peso Bond Fund by driving 
the growth of the Philippine mutual fund industry 
almost single-handedly. In terms of returns, 
the Fund's yield for 2005 was recorded at 8.0196, 
net of fees and taxes. It outperformed its benchmark, 
the 91-day Treasury Bill's tax-paid average rate 
of 4.86%, by as much 315 basis points. 


For ALFM Dollar Bond Fund, 2005 saw 
its net asset value (NAV) grow more than two-folds, 
from USD 39.96 Million in 2004 to USD 85.34 Million, 
in spite of the 3.54% decline in the U.S. Dollar fixed 
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of F 


income segment. ALFM Dollar yielded 4.60%, 
net of fees and taxes, outperforming the 1-Year U.S. 
‘Treasury Note yield of 2.78% by 182 basis points. 
This year, the ALFM Family notched another 
milestone with the launch of the country’s first 
euro-incorporated mutual fund-- the ALFM Euro 
Bond Fund. In such a short time, it has topped 
the NAV of its lone competitor to become the biggest 
euro fund by June 2006. 


The ALFM Family of Funds Recent Performance 


The Philippine bond market experienced 
heightened volatility, with interest rates surging 
by an average of 394 basis points on June 19, 2006. 
Against an unfavorable interest rate backdrop 
commencing in the 2nd quarter of 2006, the ALFM 
Family of Funds was still able to provide investors 
superior returns. 


Remarkably, with its strong fund management 
fundamentals and its inherent and unique risk 
management strategies amidst the volatile interest 
rate scenario, ALFM Peso was able to post 
a respectable year-to-date (YTD) absolute net return 
of 3.8296 as of July 10, 2006, outperforming the 
91-day Treasury Bill's yield of 2.5196. Furthermore, 
ALFM Peso's 360-day net return of 7.9396 outranked 
its benchmark's 5.02% earnings for the same period. ,* 
Interest rates have already dropped from the 
June 19 peak levels by an average of 162 basis 
points. The significant recovery is expected 
to continue and will translate directly to the Fund's 
continuing and stronger performance as the market 
sets gear to take advantage of the current interest 
rate levels. : 


Due to the increased volatility experienced" 
by the market, all U.S. Dollar-denominated bond 
funds incurred very low YTD return on investments 
(ROI), ranging from -1.43% to 0.37%, EXCEPT 


STEAD 


for ALFM Dollar Bond Fund. The Fund's prudent 
investment strategy served its investors well 
as its absolute YTD ROI of 2.64%, net of taxes 
and fees, bested its competitors in the dollar bond 
fund segment as of July 10, 2006. It surpassed 
its benchmark 1-Year US Treasuries net return 
of 1.8096 over the same period. On a year-on-year 
(YOY) basis, ALFM Dollar's net return of 5.15% also 
outperformed its benchmark's yield of 3.73% 
by as much as 142 basis points. 


The newest member of the Family of Funds, 
the ALFM Euro Bond Fund, is not to be outdone. 
From its NAV of about EUR 0.86 Million during 
its public launch in February of this year, ALFM Euro 
has grown to over EUR 3.19 Million as of July 10, 
2006. The increase in NAV-of more than three-folds 
has allowed it to overtake, in a relatively short period 
of time, its sole competitor in the euro bond fund 
segment in terms of fund size. In a time when 
the European Central Bank has been increasing its 
interest rates, ALFM Euro has been able to provide 
its investors an absolute net YTD RO! of 1.88% 
as of July 10, 2006 surpassing the benchmark 
1-Year German Treasury Bill's absolute YTD 
net return of 1.24% and the competitor's negative 
0.12% yield. Looking at its performance over 
the past year, ALFM Euro's YOY net return of 2.39% 
still outpaced its benchmark's return of 2.12% 
over the same period. 


During the recent adverse conditions, 
the ALFM Family of Funds has proven that its prudent 
investment management strategy served its investors 
well by continuing to provide consistent superior 
returns. Truly, no one looks after its clients’ welfare 
better than the ALFM Family of Funds — 
The Investors’ No. 1 Choice. 
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Metro Manila: (02) 842-3327, (02) 245-1808, 
(02) 373-5872, Toa as aot (02) 816-0665, 
02) 845-5697, (02) 845-5698, (02) 404-2016, 
(02) 744-0758, (02) 633-3511 
North Luzon; (044) 794-4115, (045) 063-4776, 
(075) 622-8718, (074) 442-5504 
South Luzon: (049) 562-2036 
Visayas: (034) 433-9535, (032) 231-4495, 
(038) 336-1588 
Mindanao: (08822) 711-839, (082) 235-3566 


BPI Investment Management, Inc. 
(02) 845-5033 to 34 


BPI Securities Corporation 
(02) 816-9190 or 9192 
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The science behind your workout 


Part One 


YOU MAY NOT REALIZE IT BUT EVERY TIME 
you exercise, scientific principles are put into 
action. Ifyou follow these rules, you get results 
If you don't, you become frustrated with your 
workout program. 

‘These principles are the basics of exercise sci- 
ence. They apply to everyone—regardless of 
age, gender, race or type of workout. 


Specificity 

‘The principle of specificity of training <> 
states that you only get good at what 
you train for. Plan your exercise pro- 

‘gram according to what you want to 
achieve. Don't expect to get firm arms 
from walking on a treadmill. Boxing 
will strengthen your arms, core and 
legs but it won't do much to increase 
your flexibility. 

Ifyou want significantly larger m 
cles, you need a body builders pro- 
gram. If you only want average strength 
muscles, a basic strength training routine will 
suffice. 

If you want flexible strength, try yoga or Pi- 
lates. If you want to improve your stamina, 
choose a form of cardiovascular exercise. If you. 
‘want to improve your athletic fitness, do exer- 
cises that mimic your sport. 

Specificity is the great finess equalizer. Even 
it you can easily last through the meanest spin- 
ning class in town, you will stil feel like a com 
plete fool when you try rock climbing. 

Seasoned runners will find themselves in 
knots when they try yoga while advanced yoga 
practitioners will be breathless when they try 
running. 

‘This makes you respect and admire forms of 
exercise different from yours. It also makes you 
realize that there is no perfect exercise. No опе 
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сап claim to be the “fittest” person around. 
Overload 


‘To see any kind of fitness improvement, 
need to "overload" or stress the body slightly 
more than what itis used to. Gradually increase 
the overload until you reach your desired level 
ог goal. However, if you increase the overload 
too quickly, the body doesn't have time to adapt 
and becomes injured or overstressed. 

Ifyou have been sedentary for 10 years, a 20- 
or 30-minute leisurely walk three times a week 
is the initial overload you need to get aerobical 


Ју fit. Doing 60 minutes of brisk walking right 
away may lead to sore muscles, fatigue and 
breathlessness. 

But if you increase your walking time by five 
to 10 minutes a week, your body will adapt 
quite nicely and, before you know it, you can 
walk for an hour without feeling sore or fa- 
балей 

The amount of time you walk is not the only 
overload you сап use. You can also challenge 
yourself by increasing the intensity ог frequen- 
cy Just don't do it all at once. Change only one 
overload ага time and your body will be able to 
adapt safely. 

The FITT principle—frequency, intensity, 
time and type—is a way of summarizing the 
concept of overload. 

To get stronger muscles, the most obvious 
overload is the amount of weight you lift but 

you can also change the overload with the 

speed at which you lift, the sequence of 
your exercises, the number of repetitions 
and sets, or the type of resistance used. 
Common sense tells us that you cannot. 
keep increasing the overload because, no 
matter how fit you are, the body can only 
take so much exercise. Burnout and injury 
are the inevitable results of continuous over- 
load. 

‘This is where the concept of “periodization” 
comes in. This is a method of altemating in- 
tense and less intense periods of exercise so ће 
body has time to recover. 


Note: FitPhil (formerly AFP) will hold a fit- 
ness seminar July 22. Topics will include fitness 
training for kids and the elderly. Call Joy at 


9202762 or 0917-5181202 or visit wwwfit- — Your 


nessphilippines org. 


Visit www.tinajuanfiness info 


De-stressing tips for the weary 


THIS COLUMN IS DEDICATED TO THE 
scores of people out there who find them. 
selves exhausted at the end of the day. Or, 
worse, who get up in the morning with no ani- 
mo or zest or life. 


Running on empty 

е How much of yourself is invested in what 
you do each moment? 

© Do you find that every day is just like any 
other day? 

ө If you were to rate your energy level from 1 
{0 10, what would yours be? 

© When the day begins, is there a frown on 
your face ora smile? 

ө At day's end, is your frown deeper or your 
smile brighter? 

ө 1 your breathing shallow and rapid or 
deep and regulated? 

‘© Do you suffer from chronic headaches? 

* Is your sleep fitful and restless? 

© Are you irritable or tolerant in your daily 
encounter with people? 

ө Do you answer the phone in a brash or 
calm manner? 

• Do you have violent thoughts? 

These are some of the questions you need to 
ask yourself to see if you are geting to that 
stressful state called “running on empty?" If you 
find you have the symptoms, then itis time toad- 
dress the causes. 


First aid 

There is first aid available to those who believe 
they are on the verge of succumbing to stress. 

1. Sit down. A standing position is more com- 
bative. 

2. Take a glass of water. Sip a calming tea like 
chamomile, mint, lavender rose. 

3. Close your eyes. 

4, Breathe slowly. 

5. Listen to relaxing music. 

6. Splash chilled water on your face. 

7. Allow an ice cube to melt in your mouth. 

8. Get an ice pack and put it on your head (un- 
Ч your foul mood subsides). 

9. Look at yourself in the mirror. If the mood is 
now a rage, slap yourself on each cheek. (Seri- 
ously!) 

10, If the mood is depressed, force yourself to 
laugh while facing the mirror. Recall the funniest 
incident in your life and remember the feeling of 
lightness you experienced! 

11. Ту an aromatherapy inhalation. Get a 
bowl of hot water, place two drops of eucalyprus, 
mint, lavender or orange. Inhale and enjoy. 

12. Get out. Try the great outdoors. Go for a 
walk. Walk into a park 

13, Lean against a tree. 


Tree therapy 

A tree can be your best doctor: Find a big tre. 
Hugit for a minute. Close your eyes and visualize 
that your problems are absorbed by the tree. Na- 
ture has the power to heal you. 

14. Geta рай of hot water and soak your feet 
for three minutes. The relaxation effect is in- 
stant. 

15. Go to a spa. Pamper yourself with a relax- 
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ing massage. Make sure they use a massage oil 
that is coconut- or nut seed-based, not mineral- 
based. (An affordable locally-made brand is Co- 
cozen in various aromatherapy scents, available 
in Mercury Drug, Watsons. Ту lavender, pepper- 
mint or eucalyptus. 

16. Exercise. Walk, dance or goto the gym. 
De-stress visualization 

Sit in a quiet comer of your office or home. 
Close your eyes. Take no calls. Receive no visi 
tors. Make this your silent session. Now this is 
important. Imagine you are on your dream vaca- 
tion—on a cruise ship, an idyllic beach or moun. 
tain getaway atop the Eiffel Tower or by the 
Great Wall of China, or in the middle of a vine- 
yard surrounded by grapes at harvest time. 
Whatever you wish, allow it to be real for you 
now. Hold that thought for 10 minutes. See your- 
selfhappy and smiling. 


Boosters 

Revup. 

© Don't skip breakfast. Change your morning. 
routine by having more than just coffee in the 
moming. Studies show missing breakfast can be 
detrimental to your mental abilities. Have a glass 
of fruit or vegetable juice, a slice of fruit and 
‘wheat toast with a little honey. Or take a small 
bowl of oatmeal or whole-grain low-sugar cere- 
al 

* Take more brain food like fish and shell- 
fish. 

© Take a little sugar (if you're not diabetic). 
“Two ounces of candy or chocolate will give you a 
boost. 

Low fat yogurt can also give you a gentle 
ick during the day 

ө Take a cup of coffee for mental alermess 
and to lift your mood. 

* You may need an extra thiamine if you are 
always tired or have poor concentration. Natural 
sources are poultry liver, pork, salmon, beans, 
Tice, whole grain products. Or take a supple- 
ment—1.2 mg for men, 1.1 mg for women is the 
recommended daily allowance (US RDA. 

(Source: "Inner Cleansing Cures," FC&A Med- 
ical Publishing) 


You're in charge 

Whatever mood you may find yourself in, re- 
member that you are the boss. You have the 
power to drive your blues away Affirm: "Tve got 
the power!" 

Love and light! 


You are invited to Celebrate Life with Cory 
Quirino & SM, July 30, Mall Of Asia, a sunrise тил 
to sunset stroll, wellness and beauty event. Open to 
the public. Call 3674494 and look for Karen. 


There are some questions you can ask 


yourself to see if you are ‘running on empty’ 
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EXERCISE OF THE WEEK 


One-legged 
tie-your-shoelace 
lunge 


STRENGTHENS THE 
legs, buttocks and core 
muscles 

Equipment: 

None 

Exercise technique: 

1. Stand onone leg. 

2. Bend down and reach for 
shoe as if you are tying 
your laces. 

3. Straighten up to starting 


Vit; 


position. 

Performance tips: 

1. Keep spine neutral—nei- 
ther arching nor rounding. 

2. Avoid bringing knee past 
your toes. 

3. Modify this exercise by 
reaching a little past knee level 
instead of all the way down to 
the shoelaces. 

Repetitions: 

10-15 repetitions per leg 
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N CONNECTION WITH 
an article she is writing 
for Katipunan Magazine, 

an independent publication 

of the Ateneo de Manila Uni- 

versity, Julian Qua sent in a 

number of questions con- 

cerning my life and work. 

Since many of the questions she 
asked were also often asked by other 
people, I thought it best to answer 
them in this column. 


Personal questions: 

When did you first realize you 
wanted to pursue this kind of “ca- 
reer"? Why? 

You are right in putting the term 
“career” in quotation marks, for I do 
not consider what I do to be a career. 
It really started as a hobby. 1 was in- 
terested in those areas that science 
considered to be out of its scope, 
thereby completely ignoring them. 

Events that cannot be explained 
scientifically are considered to be 
"anomalous phenomena or “para- 
normal.” I believe, however, that such 
events are normal and natural. And 
so I sought to prove this theory. 

In time, my hobby or avocation be- 
came a vocation. I have now written 
15 books on the subject over a period 
of 25 years. I also have three more 
manuscripts under preparation. 

Who is the most interesting per- 
son you've met? Why? 

There are several persons Гуе per- 
sonally met whom I consider to be 
‘most interesting. One was Pope John 
Paul П. 1 met him at the Vatican in 
1986 in a special audience. 1 spoke 


More than 


‘AWARD-WINNING COMPOSER 
Louie Ocampo and wife Jojo, a senior 
bank vice president, said The Little 
Gym (TLG) was better for kids than 
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with him for less than two minutes, 
but it was a most memorable meeting 
with the head of the Catholic Church 
who would later be nominated for 
sainthood. 

Imagine meeting personally a 
‘would-be saint? It’s not every day you 
meet one, you know. 

‘The other most interesting persons 
Td met were: 

* Uri Geller, the Israeli psychic who 
became famous for bending spoons 
through telekinesis. 1 met him in Düs- 
seldorf, Germany, in 1994. 

* Luis Gasparetto, the amazing 
mediumistic painter from Brazil. He 
can paint a great masterpiece in less 
than 10 minutes while in a trance. 1 
met him in Argentina in the 1990s. 

* Olof Jonsson of Sweden, proba- 
bly one of the greatest psychics of 
modern times. met him in the Philip- 
pines during the administration of 
President Cory Aquino. He helped 
Marcos find the Yamashita treasure. 
He died several years ago in Las Ve- 
gas. 

* Dr. Russell Targ, who led the sci- 
entific experiments on remote view- 
ing at Stanford Research Institute 
(now called SRI International) in 
Menlo Park, California. He studied 
for 20 years and scientifically proved 
the existence of this mental ability. 

There are others I consider very in- 
teresting personalities that Гуе met, 
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like Tom Johanson, famous spiritual 
healer from England; Deepak Chopra 
of the United States; Dr. Hiroshi Mo- 
toyoma of Japan; Dr. Hans Naegeli of 
‘Switzerland; Dr. Alfred Stelter of Ger- 
many; and Dr. Karl Pribram, a neuro- 
scientist from the US. 

Who is the person you admire 
the most? 

Aside from the above mentioned 
individuals, 1 would say 1 admire 
most Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, 
Epictetus, Homer and Shakespeare. 

What is your most outofthis 
world experience so far? 

When I spontaneously went out of 
my physical body in 1975 and saw my 
body from the ceiling. 1 was looking 
down at my physical body while sus- 
pended or floating near the ceiling. 
That was the strangest thing that ever 
happened to me, my first conscious 
‘out-of-body experience or astral pro- 
jection. 

It was this experience that proved 
to me the existence of the astral plane 
and our ability to travel in that realm. 

If you could have any kind of 
power, what would it be and why? 

To run faster than a speeding bullet, 
stopa train with my bare hands, jump a 
building in a single leap, and have X- 
ray vision. Ooops! That sounds like Su- 
perman! No, seriously I am happy with 
whatever I have right now. They are 
not much, but they are above-average 
abilities. 

T think it is wrong to pursue power 
for the sake of power alone. Power 
should only be used as a stepping 
stone toward a higher purpose. 


Next week: More questions about 
psychic gifts and how to develop them 
will be answered and discussed 


just playtime 


(president and CEO, JVC), Dennis Salud (board member, JVC) and Kennevic Asuncion 


Smashing badminton 
championship games 


JVC, ONE OF THE LEADING NAMES IN 
consumer electronics, celebrated its 10th year 
in the Philippines with the recent JVC Open 
Badminton Championships at the Glorietta 
Activity Center. 

Actor Richard Gomez, Olympic silver 
medalist Minarti Timur and Chinese junior 
champ Wang Lili, and Bingo Bonanza Corp. 
president and CEO Albee Benitez played an 
exhibition match. 

Paolo Ballesteros and Sylvia Sanchez tied 
with Emilio Garcia and Glydel Mercado in the 
first Celebrity Mixed Doubles match. The 
team of Jestoni Alarcon and Angelu de Leon 
was first in the second Celebrity Mixed Dou- 
bles, beating Daisy Reyes and Onyok Velasco. 
Sylvia Sanchez and Mercado dominated the 
Celebrity Women's Doubles. 

For the Juniors 16 and Under division, win- 
ners were: Peter Gabriel Magnaye and Reyne 
Thraitsckades of Victor-Pcome (Mixed Dou- 
bles); Abigail Marie Garcia of JLTC/Battle- 
dore/PNP Badminton Club and Mia Villarin of 
Anvil Badminton Club (Girls Doubles); Peter 
Gabriel Magnaye and Patrique Francisco Mag- 
naye of Victor-Pcome (Boys Doubles); Karyn 
Velez of Golden Shuttle Foundation (Girls Sin- 
gles); and Ronnel Estanislao of Allied 
BE/Chaopai/LSCA (Boys Singles). 
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ONYOK Velasco and Daisy Reyes 


NOLI Cabahug and Agnes Barredo with JVC 


Philippines GM Kazue Salud 


minton champion Rudi Wijaya and Gen. 
Edgar Aglipay (Ret.) won in the second CEO 
Men's Doubles. 

In the corporate event, Team Philippine 
Star was champion, with Team Meralco, as 
first runner-up; and Team Robinsons Land 
Corporation and Team AB Leisure, second 


traditional nursery schools. 

The Ocampos said they enrolled 
their youngest child, now three, at 
TLG's Terrific Tots program because 
they wanted to make sure his motor 
skills were developed and he had 
good balance. 


Director of L-Time Studio Lingling Yao and 
National Home Mortgage Finance Corpora- 
tion president Jopet Sison were first in the 
CEO Mixed Doubles. Philippine Star presi- 
dent and CEO Miguel Belmonte and News Net 
Asia editor in chief Haru Shikaya won in the 


‘The Terrific Tots program lets kids 
learn about themselves and those 
around them through play and explo- 
ration, providing a safe and stimulat- 
ing environment, trained and caring 
mediators, and a rich variety of re- 
sources. 

Gym time promotes interaction, 
fosters cooperation and builds 
strength as well as flexibility, en- 
durance, coordination and balance. 

The Terrific Tots program, which 
holds classes three times a week, in- 
cludes Free Play for students to ex- 
plore the gym at their leisure and try 
out equipment; Creative Movement, 
wherein kids imitate or interpret 
how a particular thing moves or be- 
haves; or Gym Format, which incor- 


LOUIE and Jojo Ocampo say 3-year-old Quito is more articulate and 
independent, and has more balance and coordination because of the Terrific 


Tots program of The Little Gym. 


porates developmental gymnastics 
practices geared to honing specific 
skills. 

The curriculum also includes Arts 
and Crafts, Reading Readiness, Num- 
ber Readiness, Writing Readiness, 
Science and Story time and Group Ac- 
tivity. 

The Ocampos said, through TLG's 


Terrific Tots program, their son had ~ 


become comfortable in the company 
of adults, more articulate and inde- 
pendent, had more balance and coor- 
dination. 

TLG has branches in Alabang 
(8504060), Makati (8151735), 
Pasig-Mandaluyong (6372463) and 
‘Alabang (8504060). 


GOLFERS FROM GLOBE TELECOM 
participated in the recent Globe 
Golf Cup at the Ayala Greenfield Es- 
tates Golf and Leisure Club in 
Calamba, Laguna. 

‘The first tournament organized 
by the Globe Golf Club and spear- 
headed by founder James Пего of 
the International Services depart- 
ment drew more than 90 players 
and guests. 

Globe Platinum and Globe Solu- 
tions were major sponsors, with 
Logica CMG, Nokia, Siemens, Erics- 
son, Eltek, Emerson, SMS Inet, Nor- 
tel, Tomen/Indigo, Commverge, 
and TGM/MCL. 

Awardees were Manny Aligada 
(most accurate drive), Iris Landicho 
(nearest to the pin), and Dennis 
Roque and Maricar Bernales of HP 
longest drive). Andrew Oh was 
champion in the guest division, 
with Francis Jimenez as first run- 
ner-up. 

Bernales ruled the ladies divi- 


Golf club holds first 


tourney 


а 


WINNERS of the tournament with Innove CEO Gil Genio 


sion, with Bing Barraquias, as first 
runner-up; and Maridol Ylanan, 
as second runner up. Other win- 
ners were Willy Serrano (Class A), 
Blums Pineda (Class B), and Juno 
Cedeno (Class C). Romy Hechano- 
va, Alex Samson and Lance Mar- 


tinez were second, respectively. 
Awards were given to Jeffrey Lim 
for lowest net and Marx Hernan- 
dez, lowest gross. 
Membership in the Globe Golf 
Clubis open to all Globe and Innove 
employees. 


first CEO Men's Doubles while Asian bad- 


pressure?. 


d L2. 


protecting nerves. There are two types of choleste 
(HDL or High Density Lipoprotein) found ín fish and vegetable ой, 
snd the BAD (LDL or Low Density Lipoprotein) found in animal 
ргюдосв. Cholesterol is broken down aad is used up by the body 
cells, and once these cells had enough, the “eflover bad cholesterol 
becomes the blood cholesterol. These lefiovers are carried by the 
ood cholestrol from the blood back to the liver to be eliminated 


What is cholesterol and does it affect blood 


(Cholesterol is a waxy, faic substance that is iade in the liver and 
is also fond in animal foods that we eat like meat, buuer, dairy 
products (milk, cheese) and eggs. Iis necessary for important body 
functions such as making hormones, building cell walls end 


the GOOD 


from the body. When we have a low level of good cholesterol, only 
«litle amount ofthe bad cholesterol is brought back to the liver, 
"ence, most of it is left in the blood which leads о high blood 
cholesterol. The main danger of high blood cholesterol is that faty 
Черовйв may form and accumulate in the blood vessels, decreasing 
their diameter. The Пон of blood and oxygen to the issues of the 
body becomes restricted. Аз a reflex, the heart pumps blood double 
time with а higher pressure in attempt to overcome this restriction. 
snd eventoally causing what we call high blood pressure: To lower 
the bac cholesterol level, we have to cat more Bits and vegetables, 
fish oil and food rich in fiber and proper exercise. 


Ths week's answer (о our fectre question wax 
provided by cur medical service provider from 
Antipolo Ci, Dr. Adrian Oclarino San Juan. Doc 
aJ ш a graduate of medicine from De La Salle 


avermi liat & Science Campus în 1998 and leer tok his 
specialisation training for мет Medicine in 3003. He tsa member 
97 бе Philippine College of Physicians and Philippine Medical 
Association. He is married and blessed wi 2 children. MEDICard 
members may visit Мт for consvltstion services t Antipolo Ci o 
Мейса Пера during Monday Weeds & Fridaya rom 3еп "o 
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1 symptoms persist, consult your doctor. 


BRILLIANT 
beauty 
Peggy 
Angeles, 
vice 
president- 
sales and 
‘marketing, 
Shangri-La 
International 
Hotel 
‘Management 
Ltd. 
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PHILIPPINE Tatler editor in chief 
Anton San Diego and Desmond 


Hatton, GM, Shangri-La's Barr 
Allissah Resort and Spa, Muscat 


‘Au revoir’ to a ‘palangga’ 


METRO Society’s Raul Manzano, PDI and Philippi 


Arcache (as in moi), 


SHOPWISE'S young top honcho, Donnie 
‘Tantoco, and cousin Anton Huang, Store 
Specialists Inc. executive vice president. 


BOLLYWOOD'S interior 
designer Noel Bernardo and wife 
Yolanda 


ine Tatler's Maurice 


е of alta moda Inno Sotto, fashion savvy 


TAIPAN Edward 
Kuok, hotshot chair, 
Shangri-La Asia. 


PAST Phil-Indian Chamber of 
Commerce president Vishnu 
Hathiramani and the evening's 
special guest, Indian Ambassador 


Navrekha Sharma 


SITAR player Joey Valenciano and С] Wasu, on tabla, are regular 


performers їп Bollywood. 


ERNIE Fajardo, Eymane Bacasman, LCC m; 


man Larry Cruz and restaurateur Peter Jentes 


NE OF THE LEADING DELUXE 
hotels in the city, the Makati Shangri- 
La, gave a fabulous farewell bash for 
one of the most brilliant hotel icons who re- 
defined the art of hotel service in the Philip- 
pines, none other than Jarlath Lynch. 

After three super successful years with the 
Shang, outgoing general manager and my 
palangga Jarlath is moving on to conquer the 
magnificent Shangri-La Hotel Kuala Lumpur 
in Malaysia as its mega area general manager, 
dahlings. 

For this momentous exit, and to welcome 
the hotel's tall, dashing and debonair new vice 
president and general manager, Monsieur 
Philippe Caretti, a spectacular cocktail party 
was given at the grand Lobby Lounge of the 
hotel 

‘Although it was meant to be intimate, al- 
most everyone in Cosmo Manille just had to 
say “thank you and good luck” to our dear 
friend Jarlath. 

This hottest ticket of the week had cham- 
pagne overflowing. Executive chef Christo- 
pher Romine prepared excellent canapes. 

All present and accounted for, palanggas 
were the other magnum asset of the Shangri- 
La chain, handsome Tom Zita, hot chair of 
Shangri-La Hotels & Resorts Philippines (who 
will also leave the country soon), together 
with the gorgeous power lady of Shangri-La 
Hotels & Resorts, Peggy Angeles; and loads 
of hot-hot GMs of Shangri-La. 

The Cebu pack that jetted in included Ce- 
bu's dazzling gem, Amparito Lhuillier, and 
accessory designer Butch Carungay. 

‘The inimitable Marietta Santos, a regular 
patron of the hotel, was looking so sad to see 
her dear friend move to KL. Mmm, I wonder 
why... but then, I think I know why, dahlings. 

Also there were ultra fash- 
ionable sea princess Tessa 
Prieto-Valdes and hubby, su- 
per nice Dennis Valdes, who 
just returned from their ro- 
mantic 12th anniversary 
honeymoon in Boracay; Rus- 
tans Ур for fashion, 
adorable Gigi Mabanta; and 
Singapore Airlines darling, 
Rita Dy, chatting with her 
pal Grace Glory Go. 

Trying to stay behind the 
scene were Jarlath's favorite girl Friday, Joy 
Wassmer, Makati Shangri-La's cyber smart 
director of communication; and Bingbing 
Lingao, director of events, though they were 
making sure the evening flowed well. 

It did, palanggas. In fact, it flowed perfectly 
that some invitees had to be practically swept 
out of the lobby. Now, dahlings, that's party- 
ing Shangri-La-style. 


BATTING 


In Bollywood 

“Aap sabkha swagat һе!” ("Welcome to all 
of you!”) was the warm Indian greeting of the. 
evening's super host, as well as all the staff 
and crew, of one of my favorite restos, Bolly- 
wood Bistro Bar at Glorietta 3, during its fun 
first anniversary celebration. 

As moi breezed in, there he was, the main 
man, ЫС or Larry Cruz, no less, thanking us 
and tons of his loyal clientele and guests for 
our patronage and for a successful year of 
magical Indian culture experienced through 
Bollywood's awesome Indian food, music 
and entertainment, palanggas. 

As vibrant as India's colorful culture is Bol- 
lywood's yummy menu laid out for the guests 
to really dig into that evening. 

A must-have is the Rogan Josh mutton, 
surrounded with massala sauce, that melts in 
your mouth. The latest addition to the menu 
is Pizzanaan, an Indian-Filipino fusion pizza 
with several choices of toppings on Indian 
leavened bread. 

Invitees stayed on and on, entertained by 
hypnotic music and hot belly dancing, while 


BPI president Aurelio “Gigi” 
Montinola and ultra-glamorous 
woman of style Vicki Zubiri 
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DEEDA Garcia and and civic- 
oriented person Marietta Santos 
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ATTRACTIVE, successful 
entrepreneur Ruth Velasco-Co 
and Alex Van Hagen, in front of 
the camera fora change 


HOTSHOTS. Philippe Caretti, new Makati Shangri-La VP/general manager; Tom Zita, Kuok 


Philippine Properties country head; Makati's popular Mayor Jejomar Bin: 


ind outgoing 


Makati Shangri-La general manager Jarlath Lynch 


the famous munitos drink of Larry Сз Ha- 
vana kept usall on a roll, dahlings. 

Located at the 3/L, Greenbelt 3, Bollywood 
Bistro Bar features murals of famous Bolly- 
wood icons and plays magnetic Indian music, 
palanggas. For info and reservations, do cali 
7573537. 


Success story 

At the young age of 36, dashing French man 
Franck Dubarry established the now world- 
renowned TechnoMarine watch, a fantastic 
brand whose “unexpected marriage of ele- 
ments might be a metaphor for the ingenious 
founder himself”. said successful en- 
trepreneur, good-looking Raffy Florencio, 
hotshot president of TechnoTime Retailers 
Corp., no less. 

While working for a bachelor’s degree in 
law in Aix-en-Provence, Franck spent sum- 
mer vacations at the wonderful Club Med as a 
diving and sailing instruc- 
tor, deepening his love for 
thesea. 

1 He initially went into ad- 
vertising, founding his own 
agency whose clients in 
cluded some renowned 
French brands like Naf Naf, 
Chevignon, Gian Alberto 
Caporale, Blanc Bleu and 
Nespresso, palanggas, 

Apris years of helping 
build up prestige consumer. 
brands, he decided to sell 
his successful agency and created his own 
prestige consumer brand, TechnoMarine. 
‘The restis history, dahlings. 

Today, only a few years aprés the first Tech- 
noMarine hit the market, Franck remains a 
consummate man of communication, ideas 
and designs. TechnoMarine is securely an- 
chored in its reputation as an “industry leader 
in iconoclastic” and fashionable great time- 
pieces, palanggas. 

During their brief visit to Cosmo Manille, 
Franck and Serge Choukron, managing di- 
rector of TechnoMarine Asia-Pacific, were 
honored with an exquisite dinner at that hot 
Cuisine of Club Embassy by Rafael Floren- 
cio, head ofthe company that exclusively dis- 
tributes TechnoMarine in the Philippines. 

Aprés cocktails and dinner, Franck Dubarry 
expressed his “sincere appreciation of the 
company's integrity and dedication to the 
brand. I also hope to pay another visit in the 
country early next year to get a better idea of 
what the Filipino TechnoMarine enthusiasts 
expect of my timepieces.” 

Now, palanggas, thar is something to watch 
out for, ‘di bala? 

Check out the eye-catching, stylish Tech- 
noMarine Collections at its Flagship store in 
Greenbelt 3 (tel. 7573975); TechnoMarine 
Boutique їп SM Megamall Bldg. A 
(6327491); Rafael Jewelry Stores in Edsa 
Shangri-La Plaza Mall (6363399); Makati 
Shangri-La Hotel (8138501); My Diamond, 
Glorietta 4 (7571086); and soon at Gateway. 


Tommy Florenci 


ies’ top man Dr. Joerg Breuer 
and Cesar Virtusio, Dresdner Bank chief 
representative 


JOSE Cuisia and everyone’s favorite, HSBC 
president Warner Manning 
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Franck Dubarry, founder of TechnoMarine; Raffy Florencio, Techno Time Retailers Corp. president; and Serge 


Choukron, TechnoMarine Asia-Pacific managing director. 


